
£175
·MATRIX·
.TIlE· NE\VS' MAGAZINE' OF' TIlE· BRITISH SCIENCE' FICTION· ASSOCIATION·

.MAY / JUNE 1998·
131

GARRY .KILWORTI-I
PLUS

1997 BSFA Awards
The Wrap PaIty

AWoman's Intuition
Brainless In Hollywood



rMATRIX'
~ ."'W'Mg"fUi••"MiihQ'·"R'W,* IE_

Editor· Chris Terran
all "'''....111...1 /at amnri. 9 Beechwood Coun

mtJ~n¥iJ1 Back Bee<:hwood Grove
l..eeds,1542HS. UK

Telephone 01132171403
Email1L1l1be/oro.rmkd bsfa@enterprise.net

IO"'l'u.tt'ldy 1'It'roti",I"deyDrlrpasllliaddrw

EdiloriaJ Assistance· Elizabeth Billinger

Media· John Ashbrook

BSFA logo • Ian Brooks

~'er • Garry Kilworth allnterseaion in1995. __ph by Rogtt

Robinson.

PhoI:ography. Roger Robinson(pIO)
Vicki Sipc (pi I)
Chris Terran (piS)

Artwork. Bryan Talbot (pIS)

De~ign I Produ<.lion • Chris Terran
!WtmPala/lrwJ.ll"':Ganltlt<!lul./1i.'/1l1iw

Ne;\t Deadline. Wednesday lOJune 1998

ISSN • 0307 3335

Copyright. 0 BSFA 1998
Individual copyrights are !he property
of me rontrihulOOi and edzlor
VleW:>ex~arenocnecessari!y

thcR cl the BSFA
Pnmed hy • POC Copyprint. 11 JeffJies Passage.

Gtllldford, Gut -tAP

News • 2. the happening world
-Oal'itecleared
-1997 BSFA Awards results!
- llugo. Neoo.la :;hortl~

Olarts • 6. what's selling

Rece7lt A/Id FortbcomillB Books • 8· bumper spring releases

Mailbox· 13 • matrix, matrix, do you read?
OJmpettffO'l £\1m • 15 • who is our mystery man?

BSFAAUt'lni5-15· nominmefor99

Let's Go To Trevorl • 16 • Garry Kilworth ponden;
mQ\ing Scotland to New
le31and, a planet calledTrevor.
crickel: in the Crimea, 2nd why
he sropped writing sf

The If'ny> Party. 18 • Morgan GaUagher describes
the pany celetr.Uing the end d
Bab)'lon5

A Womlms Intuition w 19 • Yvonn~ Hawse goes to Easter­
con and returns JXlClref bul wiser

7be Butcher Boy • 20 • Andrew M. Butler review~ Neil
Jordan'~late;lfilm

Gallaca • 20 • DaVt: M. Roberts on an
inleresl.ingfailure

Brainless I" Hollywood • 21 • Paul Haine thinks the idiocy of
lTIOSl media sf is infecting th~

literary world

&mlS Diary. 22 • con~

Corflll • 23 • Mark Plwwner goes to L.ttds

Members' NoIrceboard • 23 • ad opuon

SJmJl Crackers· 24 • ~r Robfn50n - the fmal CUI

Big Bllft • 24 • Aleph inruits Eastercon, and tells
usajoke(atlasl)

MAGAZINES
l'«for • TOfl)'Culkn

Cnl...aI~nJ ~ Ili'll"d,..... '~~I.CmvJmT.,. ....
A;'\_~ 1..lnbt.'''IOXE

tlonW!Jl>I
.. tcullu... ·IOllSll.de.on.C'O.ut

fcxI.om'~M.8ulkr

~ llBrookY..".·Om'r.Kq'vo"Olth.
~.NGI2~JN

II 011~'l31i~* vector·bsfafrocketNll.ClXI
• Carj'D:llkin

0] ~l~"dfonlRI.uIJ.lloum~"lllOUlh.

1~,HHlltlSN

-tlOL.'02i19lJ.lO
R",'~... f>:IulKil!C2kl

06011oo.~~folk"",0Il<·

Kent CT19'iAZ
l)OljOj~'9.W* Msyk.CII.C'O.ut

FocNs • C:aroIAnnKcrT)·Gfttn
IVI"~ ~ nl\"1ONA'~ Ih~1

Hl'~ 1Dl
fOl..s.!~~

'I: :oIetallllorpe~[trllnSi'.~;;t

• JuIit\'rnntt
--'-- ~!"'~'..,Su«l,"- ...bnJ

A""""" HulI_Hlr~!LT

BnushSc:teneefictlClllA!soclatiClllLIcl
Ro9Slwe<l"'E~rld ~€'dtrlG!w¥\t~ Ca!1panyt~ 921SOO

ReoSlere(JAdO'~60~~Ro.idF(II\.es1(It1eKenlCT19SAZ

Founcs.dl9S&

~ • SirAnllurC03rV,CBL

~·~KJnc2idS9dk..
s 6OtloI.memwlhRwo:lfolkOll;llle.Kcn,en,,,,
001303252'9.'9* U:sytteu.C'O.ck

TreNlIeT' E1iz:IbcthBillinger
s I LongR090"CloM:,Evenb'I,l);lventry.

North~nl\.NNIl}BE

fllOI}27:.'061661* 1I1111n9tr.enterprue.ntt

MemberNllp • <."O'!.IU9 yarforUKrt:Ii<lau.\U8
>Unt.IIngooJa. .l.12un.....boeoJ.Ufe mem­
hm.h'PU'XIO'~I!uropeU .. 50.
mc..tJm..I.24 5Osutf:l<%I'N~.IJO:lU'IlI.l;~

Ok-quc.sp;l)ObleIOBSfAUd
A111lCJ1'lotS~'hul8iJlUl&<"r

f'll'nlo,l'mI:"OoIs~:El I~RoorClolc.r."adon.1Wenay

<~~1TI<lllho:r< 'c:JrtIunI.,.'....113BE
DOl.i!'3bltlbl
'I: blllJn9tr~~ttrprue.ntt

lIS Agen • er Ouo.nin
AJlUS..w...TlJX'OO> s 1~!4lI\l'iItr....JScn:e!.DeuoI.M14ll213.

Sj7surfa<:e.S47aw. ll.5A
p;I)":abk ID • e)' Ouo.nin (BSFA)

SERVICES
llSrAA"":aJUo. • ChrisIIil1 NOT1iOIANCE

o Jh,:,1:lur1g;>bIl'.EVlngilRoid.
Vibl,:burdl.tbru..RC2l:I7E\'

001256893-'>5}
• c"p~lll~uterprue.Jltt

1.o'lcbl·Pauollklod
rntmI'lgISlll~f»Iam.

l.ontb>.~68B

001813336610

o.t.en • ~rolAnnKttryGrttn

....nringgroups m l7llVI<lOn:lA\"mut:t1u11
HU530Z

tlJ OI4112~94045* "'etallhorfe~terprlSt.net

Ad>mi>lng.• Chlt'e Bmle)'
1l'oI:l'cl1;ondi.,.,.026NorthamponRo;KtCro)\Jon,

puhlKlll'. Surrry.CROiHA
proroolIOI\>001l116S51}t6

*ebsfa.[ra9ie.d~.C'O.uk

• MnP'lumml'J"
m t~NonIn>":al'bJ.Qorlb>.

SuI'kf,otO~E

001~16560tr

f'ufi"_'~JdIery

\bru8<T*peYerel~l.a.

'll"dlSo!c" Tanplllnnm

Ihttp://members .aot. cOI/tamaranth/1



-news-------------------

SPARROW WINS BSFA AWARD

NEBULA NOMINATIONS

CLARKE CLEARED

la CLAYTON

STEPAN CHAPMAN
The Troika

(Ministry of Wtlimsy Press)

Sf Wfiter Jo Clayton died in hospital in Por11and,
Oregon on 13 February after a long illness. She
was born in 1939,anddiedamongstfriendsand
family the day after she had held a
"Ieave·taking" ceremony in the hospHal. Her
remains were cremated and scattered in a
Californian forest

Katherine Kerr wrote in Ansibie: "Her respite
from multiple myeloma proved all too brief, and
as the doctors had warned us, when the end
came,itcarnequickly, She would havc bcen69
in two more days, She leaves behind nearly
forlyfantasy and scieoce fiction books and a
small army of grw,ving lriends:

Before her death Jo had completed two
novels and several short slones while in
hospital; a third, incomplete novel may be
finished from hernoles by Kit Kerr, her literary
executor. Fans in Portland intend 10 set upan
emergency medical fund in her honour. 0

The 199B Philip K. Dick Award was presented at
Norwescon in Seanleon 10April,andwaswon by
StepanChapman's The Troika. The judges were
Paula E. Dowllng (chair), Brooks Landon,
Carter Scholtz, Stephanie A. Smith and Robert
Charles Wllson, The Award is administered by
Davld G. Hartwell and Gordon Van Gelder and
is sponsored by the Philadelphia ScienceFiclion
Sociely;the award ceremony is sponsored by the
NorthWest Science Fiction Society.

Other novels shortlistedwere Willlam Barton
Acrs of Conscience (Warner Aspect): Susan R.
Matthews An Exchange of Hostages (Avoooval:
Richard Paul Russo Carlucci's Heal1 (Ace);
Denise Vilola Opalire Moon (Ace): Catherine
Wells Mother Grimm (Roe)

Last year's winner was Stephen Baxter for
The Time Ships, with a special citation for
Mlchael Bishop'S At the City Limits ot Fate. 0
-You can obtain The Troika in this country from
BBR. price £12.95 inclUding P&P. Contact: BBR,
PO Box 625. Sheffield, S13GY. Tel/lax: 01246
27t662,Mobilelanswerphone:0973712B64

January / February Mailing
We've mana9t'd 10 do apanialrep1ll1 cA ltle Great Lost
Mailing, so ~ you havenl recerved vector 197and Marrir
129.pIeilsesendanA4SAE(45DstampltoPaul~llillger

at the acknsson the CIppCISIlepage

VeaorI91cootainedmJ!1yartidesonthewor1<~Sir

ArthurC.Clarke,StephenllulerCtlahematespace
programs.andreviewsolbooksbyCtar1<.e,Egan,McAuIey

Robinson,Swanwick,Watsonandman1olhefs
Ma1nll29cootmedSirArthuIC.Ctarkeon-Aspectsol

SoenceFictJorl".DaveLan9fordon'Twl!11ty'l'earsof
uJ)'oar.JolmClrantonTheEncycIope6aoIFan~syiltld

SFArl Tec/lnlques. artowr1<. by Ruby, pus aU tl1e usual
r~andfeatures

IMPORTANT NOTICE

=: j998 Philip K, Dick Award =:

Best Novel
MARY DORIA RUSSELL

The Sparrow
(Black Swan: £6.99tp)

Best Short Fiction
STEPHEN BAXTER

"War Birds'
(Interzone 126)

Best Artwork
SMS

"Thb~~~~~~:r~~~el ~~ad'

admirers all over the world. As my rollSC1ence is
perfectly dear, my only regret now is the
embarrassment the SllIId~yMlfro"s aJlegatiOTls have
cau>edtoolhers, [, ..)Havingalwayshadapartirular
dislike of paedophill.'S, kw chargl'5 could be IOOre
revoltingtomethantobedassedasOTle.~

Sir Arthur did ronfess to "a mild sense of guilt, for
not giving public support to the Cay Rights
movement. Now my last feeble (though valid)
exruscs areelimimted, and I fear I may be pregnant
with another book. (Outed at 80?) I rather hope not
thelastisayearoverdue ..... O
o Sir Arthur was unanimously rHleded to the BSFA
Council at the organisation's ACM held at Eastercon

THE WINNERS 01 the 1'197 BSFA Awards were
announced on 12 Apnl at a U'remony during lntu­
Jtion. the 1997 Eastefcon. Best Novel was Mary
Doria Russell's debut novel TIlt S/urrow, a first­
contact tale and wmner of the Tiptree Award; It's
also lipped to wm the Oarkt' Award in May. The
scqueL Chi/drrn of Gad, is now available in import
edillOlls.Runner-up for the Bcst Novel Award was
Jack Deighton forA SoIl oflht RlICk(Orbit: £5.99
pb),and Paul Kincaid's'Last Day of the Camival
- 36 Exposures" (Back Brl/m RfdllS<' 23) came
serondlntheBestShortFictioncategory.O
o FullrrporlIlt.rl issu/

f'OUOWING the SUlld"y Mirror's allegations of paedophilia made against Sir Arthur C. Clarke on 1
February. shortly before he was due to be knighted by Prince Charles, a Sri Lankan police
investigation has cleared the writer. And the newspaper has withdrawn all its allegations, which
Clarkehasronsislentlyand vehemently denied
Thrl'l"'of the four young men the newspilperreports
quoted in support of lis story have now said lhat the
accounts they gave were untrue, and have
WIthdrawn their allegations; there have beoen
suggestion. that lh<')' received money for their
stories. Sir Arthur intffids to sue theSullday Mi,ro'.
and told one !Oumalist that he's confident he w~J

win any court case. and will use any damages to
bUild an underground swimmmg pool for the
propleofSnLanka.

In a stalement. the writer said "AI this slage lean
only romment brieAy on what has, irorucally,
become one of the most heart-wanning events of my
life: I never knew I had so many friends and

The SFWA (Science Fiction and Fantasy Wnters of America) has issued the nominations for this
year's Nebula Awards, which will be announced at a ceremony in Santa Fe in early May

BEST NOVEL
Lois McMasler Bujold Memory (Baen, Earthlight); KatI' Elliot Kills's Dragoll (DAW, Legend;
Ceorge R. R. Martin A Game 0111lro/l/5 (Bantam Spectra, Voyager); Jack McDevill Auclmt Sllom
(HarperPrism, Voyager); Waiter Jon Williams CJly 0/1 Flrr (HarperPnsm); Connie Willis
Brlht"t'tller (Bantam Speetra).
BEST NOVELLA
Adam-Troy Castro ~The Funeral March of the Marionettes" (F&SF Jul 97); Paul Levinson "L~se

Ends" (Ana/og May 97); Jerry Qlton "Abandon In Place~ (F&SF Dec 96); Robert Reed "Chrysalis"
(AsimOl"s Sep 96); Bud Sparhawk "Primrose and Thorn" (A/wlog May %); Alien Steele "
Where Angels Fear To Tread" (Ash/1011'S Oct/Nov 97)
BEST NOVELmE
Eleano.r Arnason "The ~g's Story" (Asilllov's May 96); James Alan Cardner "Three Hearings ~11

the EXistence of Snakes m the Human Bloodstream" (Asimov's Feb 'fl); Bill Johnson "We Wlll
Drink a Fish Together ..." {AsimoIl's May 97);J~hn Kesse.l "The Miracle of Ivar Avenue" (Asimov's
Sep 96); Nancy Kress "The flowers of Aulit Pnson" (AslmoIl's Od/Nov 96); Paullevinson "The
Copyright Notice Case" (AlIa/og Apr 96); William Saunders "The UndIscovered" (Aslmov's Mar

9~

BEST SHORT STORY
Cregory Feeley "The Crab Lice~ (Allem.alr Tyrall/s); Karen Joy Fowler "The Elizabeth Complex"
(Crallk! 6); James Patrick Kelly "ltsy BltSy.Splder" (Aslmmis)un 97); Michael Swanwick "The
Dead" (Slar/ight J); K. D. Wentworth "Burnmg Bright" (Abongma/ Summer96); Jane Yolen "Sister
Emlly"s Lightship" (StarligJrt 1).

The Nebulas are decided by the votes of active members of the SFWA. 0
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= 1~~8 Ti~lree Award=
CANDAS JANE DORSEY

Black Wine
(Tor)

KEllY LINK
"Travels With the Snow Queen­

(~ChJrdilsRosetJJd Wristlet Wllter
9619n

Candas Jane Oorsey and Kelly LInk are1he
co-winners of this year's TiplIee Award, which
honours sf and fantasy which "expands or

Bucronetr, thIS year's World Science
Fiction Convl'nlion, has annoullCl'd the
nommatlons for the 1998 Hugo Awards.
Thl'Y will be presentedal lheronvention m
Baltimore, Maryland on Friday 7 Augusl.

BfSTNOVEL
Joe Hoildl'rnoin ForfM' Pellet (Are); Robtrt
1- Soiwyer FTIlmrshift [for); Doin Simmons
Tht RJst ofEndymiotl (Bantam Sptdra);
Michul SWoinwick Jack Fllusl (Avon);
Woilter Jon Williams ClIy all Fire
(HarperPrism)

BEST NOVELLA
Adam-Troy Castro "The Funeral March of
the Marionettes" (F&SF Jul97); Geoffrty
A. l.lndis "Eropoesis" (SF Agt May 97);
Poiul Ltvinson "Loose Ends" (AuQIog May
97); Robert Reed "Marrow" (SF AS" Jul
97); Alien Steell' ..... Whl're Angels Fear
To Tread" (AslmOllsOct/Nov 97),

BEST NovElmE
Slephen Baxll'r "Moon Six" (SF Age Mar
97); Michal'l A. Burslein "Broken
Symmetry" (Analog Fl'b 97); Jimes Abn
Gudnl'r "Thret' Heanngs On the Existtoce
ol Snakes in the Human Bloodstream"
(Asimoo's Feb 97); Bill Johnson "We Will
Drink a Fish Together ..... (Asimoo's May
97); William Saunders "The
Undiscovered" (Asimov'sMar97).

BEST SHORT STORY
Andy Duncin ~Beluthahalchie" (Asimov's
Mar 97); Kuen joy Fowll'r "Standing
Room Only" (Asimotr's Aug 97); Jimes
Pitrick Kelly "Itsy Bitsy Spider" (AsimOll's
Jun 97); Mikl' Resnick "The 43 Antarean
DynaShl'S~ (Asimmr's Oft 97); Robl'rt J.
Sawyl'r "The Hand You're Dealt" (Frt'f
SrmTor); Gl'ne WaifI' "No Planets
Strike" {F&SF]an 97).1

BfST RELATEO B<XJK
Bl'n Bova with Anthony R. Lewis S,.ct
TrrwtI (Writer's Digest Books); John Clull'
& John Grint (eds) Tht Encycloptdla of
Flllltasy (Orbit; St Martlll's Press);Vincl'nt
Dihte/llfiuiltWOTlds(PenguinStudlO);
Calhy Fl'nner &: Amie Fenner with Jim

explores gender r61es'. Oofsey won for het
novel BlackWme, alsothereapentoflhe 1997
William J. CrawtOld Award tor the best first
fantasy novel; Unk won !Ot het stOf)' 'Travels
With lhe SnowOlleen', The awards-a $1,000
cash prize and a Iolotchocolale-wiH be
presented at Readefcon 10 in Massacilussels
onlQ.12JuJyl998.

One of the five JUdges was Elizabeth Hand,
Mlo comnen!ed: 1 think there were IJSl some
very Slroog short SlOries Ilis year ... Kelly
link's 'TraYeIs WtltJ the Snow Queen' was a
terrific discovery, and lthmk !here was - tor
me, at least - a real thrill in recognising
someone rIeW: Cl

LMhr SptdTllm IV: Tht &st 1/1

COllltmfXJTIlry Falllllstle Art (Underwood);
Robl'rtSilvl'rbergRefil'ctlollslluJ
Refrllctiolls:Thoughfso'IScil'llct-Ficlrml.
SClenet Qud Other Mollas (Underwood).

BfST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
Cont~ct; The Fifth f/eml'nt; C.H~Coi; Men
In B/~ck Stuship Troopers.

BfST PROFESSIONAL EDITOR
Gudner Dozois (AstmOl"s); $coil Edelman
(SF Agt); David G. Hartwell [for and
YI'llr's Besl SF; Stanll'Y Schmidt (A11alog);
Cordon van Gelder(F&Sf).

BfST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Jim Bums; ThomoU C.lJ1ty; Divid Chl'rry;
Bob EggIl'ton; Don Miitz; Michul
Whelin.1

BEST SEMIPROZl E
Intenone (ed Davld Pringle); Locus (ed
Charll'S N. Brown); New York Rel'iew of
Science Fit/ion (eels Kathryn Cramer, Anrl
Haml'On, David G. Hartwell &: Kevin
Maroney); SFChronicfe{ed Andrew I.
Poner); SpecuJ.tions (ed Kmt Brewster).

BEST FANZlNE
Ansib/e (ed [)aVid Langford); Attitude
(eels Michael Abbott, John Dallman &: Pam
Wells); Fill' 770 (eel Mikl' Glyer); Mimos~
(eels Nicki &: Richard Lynch); T~ngent(ed

DavidTrusedale).

BEST FAN WRITER
Bob Devnl'y; Mikl' Clyer; Andy HOOpl'f;
DiVid Lingford; Evelyn Let~r;Joseph T.
Mijor.l

BEST FAN ARTIST
Brid Foster; lan Gunn;Teddy Hirvia;Joe
f\hyhew;PeggyRanson.

JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD FOR BEST
NEW WRITER
(Sponsored by Dell MagaZines)
R.phul Cuter; Andy Duoun; Ridwd
Gufinkle; Su.s.tn R. M.tthews; Muy
DOrioi RusseU.

NOTES: I. TIrm/ll'tsUnominllhons duI' toa
IttforfifthplaCt.
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1I&.l (yes. I MOl 'ErilsN'SIllry).
$MrbIrV.(ioodQrdandWJiam$.

~PIUlB~lIbJctnGfnW
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TlneSl9'J!amriP#t»rfld*tJ, The

laipGLrl. ThePMMmlIlTnAIl. TIre
CosrnltPtf'ltllnA IoCmriDe.1fl.
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kroIrI'WnleOf.-nailfleedtonal......

Six Card Trick
C\fwlScotte.tlillOpIOl1lcetwoll"lJrt'lllUnes
I'Ih'Ender'MriestorTOf8ooks,takWlgflelOllf
1XIlIt105ll.Halbl1'111'1'llnglhefinloverll'llS
summerlOf publieationln 1999, and~~ICOI"II*Il
Bean,acharat1er'" fndfr's GamtP.theflr1lboolll'l
1he series and winner 01 the H"'90 Ind Ntbula
awards, ThesecorHlWIIlellltleSloryol Er.c:Ier
Wq;,nss tl'0Cher Pet., wtlo ended up nJI'IlIlhe
Earth.lhe~SIOI'III1IIltIsPelerttle~Dul

raportedyCllnollUl'ldedlObeEndlrWW'\ls
rIO'VlIITheHeglrnonrelerrtdlOnfleSltllS

cnsayslhl5llVlllrlleswisplildOlWO
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~poliIaI..cImbyaspetllolile

saga.lhesecondlle~~""--Robinson, Benford,
Keyes, Christopher,
Bradbury Movies?

oKlm StInleyRobinlOll's 'Mars·riogyllubeen
~bJ'n..cdreao'.llmesClmeronlor

conwnion nol 1'1-. ThoutjIhplnn
.l,I'lder~"lWOIJdbeen.on·sirll

worklarlelewsllll'l.lob'edernte_~

En\enMmertsl'lversm 01 Ben BOVI'lbooll
A1AaIII'''''belnglined.
.Cosm, Gregort Benlord's new COI1empcnrf
hardsllhrilllr.l\albeen~byTl'I'8f'It>llIh
CeotIJyFQJandhrldtBOI'lt.Ore<:lOfol5peed
and Twisler,ft's being scnptedby RobertColllnl
·AroewrvlTlO'Ml'8f1ionolDanielKeyts'dassic
sIOI'Y Flowers /01 A/gem:lIl- lII'JgNIy imed as
CharlrII968).lSbWogplannedbyCUdel
~lOfweeningonCBS.WnlefSwibe

Claig~andNaif"'on.CIiflRobertson,

1IIh01CI8dr.n:lproc1lCldO!iw1y,app..-dywas
IgIIlSICiadIl'lpIar1t.n:lNdIOpr-.flem
\luyIl; .. I'JltU:hllS~OMIIopI'IgOliw1y.......
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et••fs si tovebr- beenbouVt by Disney
SlbsidaryTQl.ICtISIontPicturts.Mwastvrntdnoa
BBC rv series ... 1964
.Tom Cruilt is rtPOf1ed IQ be larking to Met
Giblon abciut I remake « FlhIeMtll 451,
ori~OrectedbyF~Trutla.t"'l965!rOlll

RlIyBradbury'11'lCMIl.

Babylon Continues
ThefNIepsodaol~5wasshcJrnApi.

n:lCUO'and..-J.MidllefStrKzynski
IIllIlIeliaIeIy~WOf1ltltllheJollool1olpserltS.

Thefl.l¥l'lPro,«1Crus.Jde.IWwplacelbolA
aywallerthetvll'Ul'I1heBSlnafsenes.n:l
t'OflC@n1IlUemptSlOlIVtE1l'lhlro'nldM.sla!lng
fUp'l!tirtl'llilfvnptoolallilltltltllt~ntI

wilhin!iYe'ftars.~sh«Adbeonall'on6J~ary
t999.Meanwtlle,fIilhreeBSttibJrefirns'll'ilalso
ai'IlI'lTNT:1ht1irst, T/Wdspac4,on19JUy(the
Apcto11~,.theI'ltXltwoOfl23

Novemberan:l3~1999ThellWdiscaled

Thf Rivet riScUs and deals...., .. ilI'IQ8I"Il­
wllctlrIlIJbefle~lQetemalilelor .. SOU........

Awards Miscellany
ThewmerolhNllwEnglandSFAsiodatiOfl
(NESfA) shor't story cornpelition was Lortrl w.
Cooper's"ThelfttsolGllosts":n.mer1olpWi\S
TllfryHickmln's~Game·Honol.I'ablemen.
tions wool fo Otbbie DonolrirlS ·Miss'ipfli SnoW
andDoraKenz's'TheSecteln,edenl"Judges
lorlhecompeti!lon,whlchallracled70lrlInts_e
Wilier Jon Will"", "- YaIen and lan Rlndal

"''''
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WATERSTONE'S BIG SF PUSH WATERSTONE'S CHARTS

WHAT'S ALL mrs mEN? IlIlt

~PauIWake,SteveAndrews&Arielleds)TheWalerstooe'sGuideIoSCienoeFicIion,Fanl.lsyand Horror
(WalerstCl'le·s·021~:£3.99lp.204pp!i,i10eIedl-AspartcltheirsfpromcliOf1Walerslooe·stlavepul

logetherthlsimpresswegerueqJide, lhecontributorsindudeJomClute,Slepllen Baxtef. PelerF. Hamilloo.
Anne McCaHrey. Michael Marshall Smith. Robert Rankln. Ramsey Campbe!j, and Neil Gaiman, who a~ provide
essayson~ariousaspeclScls!.lantasyandhorror.BookseIlerslromWatefstGrHl'sbranchesarOUndtheWJll\ly

wnle 011 over 200 gerwe authors, but arellTlCl'edledin<iviciJaltylshameon yooll: lhe list of COI1lribulors at the
backrevealsoneSydFosler,BSFAmember,butwsdon'lindoulwhohewroleoo

Clule'sintrod!clooisl;pocaIl)',wondert!Jly "Clutish('Thereisnoscie1cetictiooWllhoutamarcholrlffie.
There is no lantasywilhoul a D<eamlha.t says, You must change \'OUf life.l Standout pieee by lhe authors is an
..,teNiewwithMchaelMa,shaiISmlth.wI\Idlwon'lsurplise)'QU~yourememberhisonein Vedorrecently.H's
aggressive,iGYous. ·Personany Iwooldlike!he genreslo gang upoolhe mainslream,lake~ouIsideandkicklhe

shit out cl~" He's making a start M1setl, Robert Rartin·s article is also~, a ~sonai, louching and ~f!fY

l!Jlnyreminiscencecl~lather,BLJlBaxter'spieee,sdsappointing,beinQlittlsmorethanalistcltavouritesIJort

SI(l'IeS, useful as a9\Jide but oot much more
I really can'l Itvrrll 01 many omissions: the mosl GtMouslandrl?9fettable,lomej are Garry KiIwtwth and IMe

Britlshtriple·actcJCowper,ConeyandComploo Alewout-ol-prinlautt\Gr$doget artides(Bester, Nortoo. Sttner
Sheckley and so on),but as It\ls pnmanly agJ1de tGwhal IS amently available, andgl'/en space oonSlrallllS, this
ISIl't 100 SIll'prlsmg The BSFA ~s aplug at the end in the rontad aMess ~st. along wnh Zene, BBRlhe SF
FOOMaliOf1andtheBFS

As areadng QI.OOe. alisl 01 essenbal lilies, aSIJrIey otthe genres, all well and enter1a!ninglypresenled,this
book has very linie wrong with il irIde€d A11lha.t, and the eXlremely low price, meanthat~'smeeritor'sdloicellus
1SSUl!.Highlyrecommended,andC(l1gralulationsloallCOl1Cerned.

WATERS10NE'S, lhebook cham,ls pushlllgsf
and fanlasymablgway with lhelr SF Promotion
dunng Apnl and May. There's 20% off a self.'Ction
of htll.'S, chosen by leading authors as
representalive of the gl'nres, and aspeCIal guide 10

sf, fantasy and horror with contnbutions from
John Oute, Peler F. Hamilton, Anne McCaffrey
and olhers (secbclow for more details)

The hst of htll.'S IS called "Thebperl'sChoice',
and was put logether from suggl.'Shons supplied
by Terry Pralchett, Robt'rt Rankin, Bl'll Bova. Anne
McCaffrey. Jeff Noon, Maggie Furey, Terry
Brooks, Marion Z1mmer Bradley. Michael
Moorrod.. Paul I. McAuley, 'Ionalhan Wylie',
Cwyneth 100ll'S, Paul Keamey. and others, The
most popular rf.'Commendahon,f.'Choing the choice
of readers m last year's Books of lhe Cenlury
survey. was /.Nd of th" Ri/1g~. It wasn't onc of
Pratchetl"sflVechoicl.'S.lhough 'Discworld'books
were popular among his fellow wfllers. Ielf
Nool1'slist was headed by Ballard'sCra,I1, which
coincidenlall.v also features among a self.'Chon of
Sl'xualll' adventurous worls bcmg promoted at
the same time. "Dl>covenng Ballard was a
revelatiOn:' said Noon. "He was the first writer
who actuallv seemed tobcm love wilh lhcfuture,
With l('{hnology, with the media world"
'jonathan Wyhc' - the pseudonym of Mark and

You WANT bcslseller charts? We gOI bcstseller
charts. Waterstonc's has generously agreed 10

supply sall.'S figures for sf and fanlasy, and we'll
be prinllng lhem from now on, The charts 011 the
nghtareby .....ayofbcinga dry run; they're based
on sall.'S from OIlly one shop (lhe big one in Leeds),
but ne\lllme [hope 10 collall'lhefigurl.'S from
several Waterstone's branches around lherountry,
which should bc more represenlative

J'veextracled 'spinoffery'lilll.'S - film.tv and
game he-in books, moslly - ~nd presenk>d them
separalely, Let melnow ifyou·d prelerthem all
lumped to!:cther, or if you'd hke them 10 be split
dnwnfurlher,lIltoseparalesfand f,lnt,lsy!lsts,for
m~t.ln(e, I can assure you lhat lhese are aclual
"-llt'Shgufl'S,unlikecwialllothercharlspreparl'd

julia Smith - chose Mervyn Peake's Th"
Gormnl~'hast Trrlog.~, and said it was 'The most
caphvatlllgscquenceoffictiOlllwe've)everread"

Thefulllislsell'ctedisasfollows

Isaa~Asimovl,RoboI

J.G. Ballard CrasJI
lain M,Banks ConsiderPfllebas
MarionZimmerBradlfyTheMislscJAvaloo
Orson ScoUCard Ender's Game
ArthurC.ClarkeRelldezvoosWilhRama
Philip K.Oi~k TheManrntheHighCaslle
Stepherl R. Donaldson The ChronJdes 01 Thomas
CoveMtII
WilllamGibsonNeuromancer
PelerF.ttamillonTheRealilyDyslullClioo
frank Herbert Dune
AldousHuxleyBraveNewWOiki
RobertJOIdanT1leEyeotlheWorld
UrsulaK.leGuinT1leLeftHandolDarliness
AnneMeCaflreyDragooffight
LarryNivenRingM>rld
MervynPeakeT1leGorr'MngnaSlTribgy
Terry Pratel1et1 M«t
Kim Slanley RoblnsOo'1 Red Mars
MaryShelleyFlilnl.ens~in

NealSlephensonSnowCras/l
J.R.R.TolkienLordcJIheRIIlI}S
H.G.WellsT1leTimeMachine
JohnWyndhamTheC!rysa1ids

, Disagr&ewith !he 'expet'1s'? Let us know!Q

by certain olher booksellers who, for whatever
reason, wish to promolecerlain titll.'S

But lhese figurl.'S do show some interesting
facts. [hadn'l realised quite how popular 'Robin
Hobb' (Megan Lindholm) is, atleasl in Leeds­
AS$Q>sill's QutSl is way ahead of any olher title,
evl'l1 spin-offs, And remember Ship of Magic is a
hardback. lain M. Banks's (omid" Phlrbas is
doing SO well because it's part of the 20%-0ff
promolion (see above), as arc some other titll.'S,
and it's notable how consistently well Terry
PratcheU'S back catalogue sells. 1rs good to sec
Peler F. Hamillon's Tht N~lltrOlllum Alchl'1llilt
doing sowell,and Jack McDevitrsEttrJIit.~ RI)III
IS also a pleasant surprise, Earthlight hllcs also
feature well. which will please Mr Jarrold. 0

Salesarelorlhetwomonlhsupto15A;ri1998.andare/(jndysu~

byWaterstolH!'s,93-97AfI)ooStreelLeeds,Tei:Ol132444588

I Robin Hobb Assassin's OuestIVoyager.£6.ggpbl
2. lainM.Banks ConsiderPhlebaslOrbil £6.99 pili
3. TadWilliamsO/herland(0rblt:£6.99pb)
4.. Robin HobbShipolMa9ic(VGyager'[1799hbl
4.. PeterF. Hamillon TheNeutroniumAldremislIMac;milian:£999Ipl
4.. Oavicl Eddir\9s PoJgara the Sorr::eress(Voyag~lr" £ll,99lp)
7.. lois M~Mastff Bujold McmoryIEarth/qlt: £5,99 pbl
7.. TffryPrat~hett Hoglather(C(I'gi: [5.99pb)
9 A/1MurC,Clarke3lXJI:T1IeFFlaIG'\1yssey(Voyager:£5.99p1l)

10, C.J,CherryhFlIlily·sEoo(Hoddef:£5.99pb)
11,J.R.R.TolkietlT1leLordoltheRingslHar~olIins:t12.99pb)

12.. JannyWurlsTheFugiIivePrince(Voyager:£6.99p1ll
12.. J.R.R.ToIkienTheHoblil(Har~oIils:[5.99pb)
12.. LE.Modesitt,JrTheSofXllooSorooress(Dmt:£6.99pb)
12.. Elizabeth Moon DividedAllegiancf(Orbit£5,GGpb)
16.. TerryPralcheU&NeiIGalmanGooGCrnens(Corgi:£5.99p1l)
16.. PauIWake,SteveAndrews&Ariel(eds)Wa~l5lone·sGuideto

SF, Fantasy&HJtroriWatefstone's:£3.99lpl
IS.. KatherineKffrRedWyvem(Voyager£9.99tp)
lS.. TerryPrill~hell MoIfICorgl:£5.99pb)
IS.. Robin Hobb Assassin's AppretItice (Voyager: £5,99 pb)
21 .. TerryPralchettReaperManlCorgi:£599p1ll
21 .. WilliamGibsonNeuromarrcer(Voyager:£599pb)
21 .. TffryPralchell Feet 01 Clay(CorQl: [599pbl
24.. Anne Mc:Catlrey Acama (C(I'\lI: (5.99pb)
24.. Terry Pralchell The LightFantas/i(lCorgi: £599 pbl
24.. Terry Pratchett MenAIAtmslCorgi: £5,99pbl
24.. Jac:k McDevin EtemilyRoi!d(Voya\lef:£599pb)
24.. Raymond E.Feist Rage cJa lJemon KiIg(Voyager' £1 I.SO IllI
24: Dal'id Weber Hcmage ro Honor(Banlam: £4.99 pIl)
U .. Peler F. Kamilton The Realily DyslUl'ldiorllMacmiftan: £7.99 pIl)
3h Terry Pratchetl TheCobur 01 Ma9c(C(I'gi' £599 pb)
31. HarryTurtledO'le FOlandEmpire(Hodder. £4,99pb)
31_William Glbsoo !donJ(Vlking: £6.99 pb)
31-DaviclFarlandThe5lJmolMMen(Eartt.'iglt:£9.99tp)
31_DaviclWeber Heil5olEmpirt(Bantam:£5,99pbj
36-Davld Eddings 8eigarath Ihe Sorceror(Voyager: £6,99 pbj
36_HarryTurtledoye~r:StriIOngtheBalancelHoddef:£S.99

,01
36.. TerryPratchell&ItJMusic(Corgi£599pb)
36.. lain M. Banks Elcession (Orbrt £6.99 pb)
36.. TerryPral~hen Witches AbrO<ldICorgi £599p1ll
36.. Terry Pralchelt Pyramids lCorgl: £599 pbl
36_J.V. Jones Baker's BoyI0rbi1:£699 pIl)
36.. J.V.JonesMas~raooFooJ(Orbit:£6,99p1ll
36. Davicl Gemmeli WlIller WarOOt's (Corgi: [5.99 pb)

I.A.C.CrisplnstarWars:HanSolo3~tam:£5,99pb)

2. Kevin J. Anderson X·Fi/e$:Anlibodles (HarperCoIins: £5 GG pIl)
3. Douglas Adams StarsJIip Titanic(MacmJan:£5.99 pbl
4. Aaron AlIston Star Wars: XWIflg 5: Wrailh Squadroo (Batllam.

£S.99pb)
5. Peter Davld Star Trek:NewFn:mtierI5(Simoo &Stt1uslef: £4,99

,01
6.. Martin Day Dr W'ho: T1IeHolowMen(BBC: [4.99 pb)
6.. John Peel Dr Who: LeQaG)'oI1he Daleks (BBC: £U9pb)
S. Dave Stone 00M0n (VirgiI: £599 pb)
9.. DouglasNilesFistar.:/antiusRebom(TSA:£4,GGpb}
9.. Joseph Sherman Star Trek: Vubn's Forr;e (Simoo &Stt1uster

£5,99pb)
10. Sle~eLyons DrWOO: T1Ie WitchHun~rs(BBC:£4.99pb)



KEEP ON TREJ(J(IN' S/loollrlQ beoan on
lherrilSlif Trtlclilmon31 March.
ICCO'lIngIoP~PidJ.rts,tltlir8Cklr

11 JoMlIIIrl Fm... (s wnIltIIby MlctIaeI
Pilltrandlpo5SibltllllelSSl¥Trti.P1mf
fhcIw.1n ~c.., Pleinlnlhe rtSltJ
lhe STTHGaew~ lhI1c:Jl.ntBl tJ
'fOIJh'Bulfle~tJ"p/IIIelllcel

lire lIniL ntoproled ..... Ms Pica1:J
muslCOMllll'NSOI1andlaQ'4I arTIIS

agarIItNFIdInIonItslll.
•MNnwtie, l,R( ~ proOJckrl CO'I'9i"YCloud
9is/Nb'lg.lWOohcupiloltJWiIIm
$Ntner's'Q.lesl f« TOlllOlTOW' boc:Q
tt'O-dJored' ..... 8i10u1dt1·A~_

mar ... .....,Shilner~'*ecII'9nposstiy

idrog(Wlwtlwillbl.fnl).

POET laUREATE GOES To Hol..l'rWOOO led
ltIghes·sl968c.:Nch'1·sboolcT1lltkonlAanisbelng
unearco .. ..mal«IlIaUelibbyW... Bros. The
aclIOI'IlStans!etred"t.laIlIn_Wltennflt_ol
FrIItId5aaarJlnnifef AnlslonandCfOCll* Hwry
Connicll".TheSlDrJ'wasabolU'lled.-o.lIlISalbyflt
WhoSPelllCM'l'lSllendfll986."llUllippllilIDbt
anypl-.$loliml'llsequllT1lltftln~(I993).i1

~-vriltdallJdlon~Tha:tw

HA...ET AND ORUG AoolcT IN ALIEN loVE
TRIAHGt.E KfMfIh81tnaghand TtiIIfPClI1nVsDanny
BoyIewilleallftfllht~s1c:ome6tillllholoVY

IimAfellLowTtIIfl9IP 1loyIt",*eaand~wI

aaflonetJflehHsegneru.lObeshc:l:bsspYlgfl
!heUK8illFDlsydlhasalsobHn~lOdrea.....-Oa's ScANH£R OARl(LY FIlM? Acomprry c:ded
JerseyFi:nsi551idwbeproc1lcr'l;.fimWJ1ionolPIIIIlp
K.D1ck·sl!rtaonllnaryd'ugsIlOYlllA~DiItIy.The

dreaorISEITfnI.K.ll.Cloglwl.'llhoalsoWlOltsnd
dreaBdlOl'llIlldOlhercatastrrJP/lfs(l996)andComeAs
YOIIAte(l996), ,SlfphtnSplelbtfg's[)reamworksSKG
compa'lyMsrl!pOl1edyieqUi'edlherq.tslOJaml!SP.
Crow. wl1ftefl by D.v1d Allllns and apparenlly based on.
Ptilip0lCk5hor1S1ory

OAVID CRDNE'NBERG SURTS SHOOTltfG ,. nol,
unI01'1Uf1atel';, AScaflfltH'Darldy.buI,Xislenl(sq, Ifsllle
Crashciredor'srrext!ilm,andshoot~isunclerwayin

Toronlo. Wnl\el'l b'fCtO/lfl'lbt(~ lhe caSl irldudesWillern
Oa!()t, lan Holm. anclJeMiler Jason Leig1lnd~'s abooJt a
QIl'Ill!Cfeator-pIayedbylf91. whoMnewprodJc:l,
eXiSlenZ.tapsintolllelNfslncldtslf.sol~splarers

NEW SF ANTHot.OGY SERIES Beta'" II the SCI·Fi
C/Iar"r*·Inewsland'lologySl!flK.~Ifl.Mlfhwj

be selfllhr near luture i1ndwil ltat..., da$$IC si S10nes by
IUltlcn~JamesT1ptrHJr

FIUNJ(EMSTEINRE.....OElnOJsInIILqJtiW'd~arl!
dr;Inglhlhardworkonl~compul.·rinatl!d

Yl!l"$IOI1 01 Fran1lInsMnlDl U--saI. S. S. W~son and
IlllllllWaddodo:ar.~mNSlOrywipicl'41

wherl!1heclwic 1931-'-Whale&nli'lshtd.Wison
Sily$1hallhelilmllihl'4"l1rea1GohtWlStillf

l.EGENDOf:FW... Elro6.hMcanc:eIllld1htpr~

ItwdremakeolRidllrdl8lheson·sIAIIILlpfl'lC(leaU·
fllI ArnieSdrirrantl\fJg9l!f.desplechdorAiclIeyScon'1
all~lOget1heC05tSbelowlhe$l~mn

POSTMAN GETs AASPllEAtlIES AJIIO YAWNS KtYin
Coslnl(slllldlprifll8lllimtJDIYkI8r1n·s1llllPostn.vl
~flebo¥clfllhll8flanrul1iolden~

Awm·.wri'lrjflMtycalf9Ol"Y_wasllOfllNlldin..
WDII Worst Pan, Worst N»~ Worst Di'tdot
(Cosnr ...~ WOI1l SaHl1*Y IfIlI Worst Sq (\or 1ht
nre SCO'el TImmnp
·ThtPossNrtalloWDII .. 8orwl9 ......·s ..dlor
MoslBomgftlloll99T AlIoflflttlnlf'l\l __ SlMst¥
TIlllIpl!'ISiW'dAinc. Yaau.wn

W~ IN CAMELOT WlIoopl Goldbtrg IIIa1ur9Ihe

media news .. tv . . film
lea!:IinOiSlll!fs Itasticatyll!WlJlll!tl~mcMl!¥!I'SIonol

MaJ1(Twan'sA~Y"*,,IlIl6l9A/t1ur's

"'"CoPPOl.A TAlES IT ON Reedy Frlllels fOfll
CoppoIaIil!dIl.iI9lilsl WatI*hI.and"estallol
Car! SagMI CM!I tJjrtslOlastru'slitnolSagatlsnMI
C<:vtact Coppda dDnedlheboollwas basecI on Itv
prqfdlldYdMIopedbylWnaollSa~l'Ilhe19105.

iW'dlheyhadhadll'l~lOsharl!flln/procetds

SaglI'llall!rsolcllhe&nf9ltsIOW... anclCcwola
_~htwasffllllledlOa$lWltJllelim·spn:ilil$

anclclame<l~oI$3(1.000

InFeau.yaLosAn9flesfUO:JeltYellcu"'SUl.
SI\"II!I IIa1 MI'l Itlol.ql Si\Iifl hill liItUl ,.
ap!Il\d.CcippcUhadW'l4l!dlOOlongloitNIUI.
iW'dtheCJ1l'jl'lll"1l!l!l'll!l1wasprobablynolrlllrcNbll
if1'I'WIy.CcippcUnmsloappe.il

PRlSONERMoVlE?~Ftnsntib1g1O

dseesor Simon Wesl abcU. posstielimVSSlllllol
PJtrick~'IoJl60s~_11ll!Pnsaw

ORWttDVIDEOS~released~T1lItMildoi

EW(8flCV6:lil.rI6.99l.oneol"1oIrIlonlslrtln..
191Os..WCiJonPll'lWeeilSfleDoclOl,lMrtMonlr
eustsfl IIlact ancl'lll!lle. #IoIqI.ltw SI.I'--.g nwues
f1colculromlleinalepsoclear.inc:lIOed.&t1JIIirId
(88CV6330,C11.99}istlefirslstDlylromhinalllilSOll
inl!l89.... S)fYeslerl.lcCoyand5oplleAlcteclonEIfIh
fl lie 1990sge:trqllYlll'ltClfl' SlOrymmng ArItuIIn
Iegenclaoclrudearweapons.

HILL TOf' W.llff Hi. hils taken over Irom Geotlrey
WriglllaschdOfol~l'I.iiboIJ'lescul!

spaceshplhallf\SWllfSadslresscalllflClgelSattad<.ed
byanalien.Hlwasproc1K:eronAlirn.AlietI'andAitn
~iII1d\!letl.IM'prodJcerfOfA.litns

Fox GETS STAR WARS lQihCtnllry FOlhilsacq:a­
redllle~r9llstolheltrHnewSlarWa"ttns,

fOflhea~$hOwIfIgS.VIdeosalessndbroacbsl.Tht

firsl.dr\!t1edbyGeorgeLueuandcmenllyllmpl)'caltd
E;:istIdel,isirlposl-prodx1ionlolowiogits~1asl

.,.eat 1'1 Ef9ancl; ~ shcUd be telelsed in May 1999, with
the seconcI ane1hidin 2002 aoo2005 (by which line lht
rignswilbeownedby21stCe!1IUlYFcJ.olcourS8)

SPIDER WARS FOl is alsoreporled 10 be-etose-IO
acquiring the rights tc Iilm Spder·Man. with James
Caml!londrectinganclLeon.rdoDIC.prloaslhtamed
and ItacMoid MffO. But Ihere's e<rnpl!~1ion ~t.I.

I..lrWeIsal and Sony are alsofllffesll!d.

X-FILES MOVES To LA The rreJl series 01 Tht
X·FileswilbesholirlLcsAngeles.aIterbetn9b1seclirl
Vll'lCOUYl!finCiWda;lhefllOYflo1owedpres.... from
ltacl~orsGimlnAndersonaooD.vIdDlKhOYny.·Fol

lotJd\!r hllS been manil!d-al $DIIII porlI inlht show'l
1imeline',~lOa2OlhCtnllryFoxspokl!sperson

responcinglO1hespoltl'lgolawedringfJlllonFol'shand
lflatl!Cffl:epsod\! ThIs may come 1I'l1O p1ayfl We
l!fIlSCIdes.- 1heX·F*sWOflItlfGoldenGlObfAwardlor
btSlItIl1\llSl!fll!Son~lorlhtsecondyeatflatOW

SNIPPETS ABC trd AdeIson Entl!l'\lll'lmerll hilw
leneweeltlelf~onKmnJ.Ander1on&Ooug

IlfUOll's -epr; dslslfr rtMr 1Iwnd1ot. possible tv
$l!fll!$0I mriseries[1II'IWS 1.$ HatdrJ;II;_CCIIJcIappw
bsllAm'L·E.LTht~lIIslinllybetn

10pJIIecl as !he most money.spn'1I'l\l1ikn _. by Tunc
·Ilriln YUVIiI (&--natlj will <ha fit moM 'MSIOn

olNCOlllCboollZen**'paladr;fo6¥alotl999r8we
·The~-IIlO'WIf'ltl$lOl1tJ8Itt1M6has

hhed sl1ooII1g; • IeatlnI CMslopher \MTtlert.
,ROIIliIIlPolwklcs\hdllghJl4*TllUllhier1llll
MnIl GAo. fea!lxD;I Johmy Depp ,FX!or RoI-.cI
~Dar1Emmerid1'ssldorwlghkTht

13tl Ftlawill be clone in CoIogIt, ar.. $Una:rI
I1DWcnlaGerma'l&nIolrodabon.·Kwolcl8edc••
drecWlgAl~t1i1no1terremakl!olOrJtkJfItld'"

Hydt,_SCI1IlbyDIYiclIbmelD

-MATRIX,
Tms ISSUE we wy farewell to Roger Robinson,
who's been ta:tlflg your blalflS wilh hIS rompell­
tlOnSforlhelilSl fifty ISSUes. And Iusrontribullon
hasn'tbeenhmlledtolhat:heregu~rlysupphes

photograplls for lhe magaZIne, and other less
YlSiblt semres are no~ valued for lhat. He's IIDI
vanlShutg. though-he'll conrinue 10 devote hlS
ent'Tpn 10 &:roll Publications, Fnmds of
FoundallOll.hlSfundraiSlrlgactl\-:ltJesandalllhe
many other conlnbutJOnS he males 10 somre
fictlon ut theUK We wISh him well and he has
myeternilgrantudefoc pultlng uplO-:lth me over
lhe~lhTftye.JIS.Thanks!

And w\! nng ut lhe new ut the shape of John
oms. who from J'Il'l(t IS5UI' will be setting the
compehbons.And I can tell you Ius 6rstonelSa
stmttJ

Talking of puzzles. you may be awall' of lhe
aLimllng dlffcrrntt 11'1 schobstK ~tuevemt'l11

st.1ndarosbetween boys.nd glTh that's denioped
overlhe~decadeocso.5omefMts:lIla 1995
survey of fifteen serondary schooIs.memls to
Speaal EducaboNl Needs departrnelts h.Jd •
typical boy/gut rabel 011:3, the lowest pemntagt'
was 55'10 boys, lhe htghest Sl'f.-ln 1997,119'loof
gJrIs 3allled. gBdes A' or A In all GCSE subyed:s,
9 l'ro of boys did (thal'snearly a Ihlrd Iess!). Guls
outperform boys In &ghsh, ut/wtt'l'tl' IMf nhnic
group,alages1,ll,14andl6.

The most common Il'asorl for It"ferrals to SEN
departlTll'l'l~ IS lad 01 hterlC)' skills, and thIS IS
also lhe cruml folctor In boys' poor pnformaoce m
both exammahonsand Teacher Assessmenl

Why should IhlS be' The usual reasons gJven
are thal duntlg the SOs a huge effort was mad<" to
llllor lhe rumculum more speof!cally 10 girls'
needs, III order 10 address a perceived earlier biaS,
and Ihe fact that mosl teachers all' now women
(leadmg 10 lack of role models for boys. and nght­
wlllgc1almsofa hlddl'l1teministagl.'l1da).Many
11·year-oldshavetlowrlrorrbcenlaughlbyaman

BUlarleasllheproblem'sbeenrerognised,and
lhelargeroneofllhleracyamongallchildri'll Too
many youngsters have no readmg material at
home whalsoever; the greater numberot parents
whc both work, and matly more smgll"'p;!renl
households, mean lhalfewer parenls{in folctlt'S
nearly always the mother) teach lhcirchlldren 10
read bl'fore they slart schooJ; and if a child has
poorreadmg skills at 11 lheywill have gone
Ihroughfiveorsixyearsofbetngloldtlley're
~llutrS-howwouldl/llllfeelaboutthal'

Sl~5Il'aderslooJomavolunlar}'schl'111etll

help}.ldsread-youlnowllmalesSl'l15C
-CllfIsTtmltJ

Many thanks to
llnanAmenngen.IMlIlris,PaulBamelI.Stl!phenBuler.
Eizabeth&P.... ~.CliinIlnaleyBnmSFGnlup.
kd'ewM.&IIIr,~Cox.Janvanl&tMikeFm1

F\oy'Gray,CoInGr8lrinl,JonCtulenayGmMoocl.
SlMGrotw.... Hardng.OrisHi,GedlreyIUt.
EOQodJarnes.JchJJarrdd,~JelIery •..Ior1iItIarlO.
Jones.G.TyI<ilrJlldl,Paul1Grlcad,o-~K.-.

Macltol1lM~JchJl»s.smon<Mlsley

MarilPUNner,OnsReed.JotrlO ROeu..kieFt9Jy
o-Robw.RogerRobnson.SF~.ItnScnonstn.

Mu"~S9fIer RlttIarllsutwlgs Tor.,5I.aon
IIWa18~s.ZLFS,mes..8rylnT~1.tartrI

Tude)" nlalfleuanolnAilll



-recent & forthcoming books
-Earthlight-

actress,sady (aOOsurprisin<jy,giventhesubj!!CI aOOlhewriter) lacking in steazy sex arod
'Ii~ence

AJanBakerTrueUfeErlrounlers:GhostsandSpirils(OApr:£7,991p.J2Oppj-Fourth
5ci·FiChanne!tie-inbookon'rue-lifetalesoflheunsxplained".
Linda Jaivin Rock 'n' RoI Babes From (Mer Spare I~: 0 Apt: £5,99 pO, 304pp1­
JaJVine-ntersSpiceGmllerrilorywiththis 'llilariouserOlic romp". "Three spunky auen batles
are tr8jlp&d on the most boring ~anel in the en1ire yoon:whatever mal is: they "sleal a
spaceshipandaniveatS)'li"Iey,Ei1r1h, 11 seardlol sel,G-u9sandrodl·n'rolr. The blurb
9bats:1'hebigbangwasneversomud1f~"

IanWilsonTheBioodandtheSfuoo:f(W~denfeld:OApt;£2Q.OOhb,256ppm.j­

Non-fiction PreS&ll1sthe arguments for aOO against the authenticit)' ollhe Turin Shroud
David Samu~ I.Iemory(W~Oenfe!d: 0 Apt: £16.99 hb, c224pp) - Acilemistry prolessor
el~ainstheC:Uffen1th:~onmemcry.

AdamNitholsThePala6n16Apr;£5,~pO,503ppl-Fantasy,Book1ol'The

\oVt'NleblaOe Saga',setinaworklbasedoo lcelaooc aOO Scar.dinal'ian mylhology
BackwardsproseNid1olslikes:"SoltaOOsilkyaOOsMdamphefelt"
AdamNicholsTheWaroltheLordsVei/(6Apr(A1994j:£5,99~,372ppj-Al!Issueol

Nict'ds'slirstlamasy(lJIje sir:,Wllhno apostrophe)
AdamNitholsTheParflJessWayI6Apr(Rl996j:£5_99pb.401pp+6ppawendix)­
aOOllisseallld
PalShlpmanTaIringWing[Weidenfeld:OMay;£20,OOtlb,c32Oppj-Afc:haeopleryl
andtheevolutionol~rdffight

*John Barnes Ear1hMadeofGJass(OMay;£16.99hb,£999tp,cJ2Oppj-Sl,SI!lJIeIto
AMIionOperJDooI3(1992>Aug93l:~'salar·futuretaleolanascen1galactlcempire

andconf'iictsbetweet1thecentreandjhelrOOlierCMlfnewwOfkls.~,onlhetron1line,

is home to awIt",e based on aMiaenria~st biack US sect. Gifaut ~rom the tirSl bookl aOO
awoman are posted there with lhe aim ofprwenting aminor squabllle explodrog into war

*John Barnes KaJeidosrope Gen1l1y{May; £5,99pbl-Honitying sI: Bames's bestoovei
(~i$sayin9sorn&!t'ingj,andhig-.tyrecommended.>Sep95

RitAleunder(&d,)Cyber·l(JI/ers(May;£5.99pbj-fust-raleslantn,>Sep97
Thomas Riellafds Star Treks M)'ths andLegeflds IMay: £5.99 pbj
EllttteAbkassis The CWllanMystel)'{O May; £16.99hb, ~,991p, c288ppj-t.luch
~ayedlhrilleraboullheOeathofcmstandtnedisappearaneeofaDeadSeasaoU

*ForrestJ. AtIlefman (ed.l Film Futures (0 May; £12.99tp,c600ppil,)-Anth.o! sf
storiestOO1&dintornovies;lorewOldbyAiIteyScolt. Corrtentsinducle Bracllufy"s"farewel
10 the Masler" (filmed as TheDayIfleEar1hSloodStiJl),CIar'Ke'sThllSerrtinel(200lj
Qick's"NeCan Remember ~ FOIYouWholesale"(Tota!R«.lI~, George Langelaan's"The
Fly", 2elazny's "DamnatiOn Alley', Lovecra~'s "Re-Animator' aOO many~

.'AnnHalam' Crying in the DarlrlO May:£9.99Ilb,£3,99pO,c16Oppl-Newd1i1lten's
g-oost stcry from Halam (whoisGwynetl1Jooesl,AbiJliedandaoosedQlrlretreals Into the
pasl 01 tier 17th cenlury home. and ge!s trapped
NathanArcherPredator'CQ/dWar(OJun;£499~j

MitkeyZuckerRe;chertTheChi!drenofWrattrIOJun:£16.99hb,£999tp,c624pp1­
Fantasy,thesillh'R&I1shai'book

*James Lovegrove The KriIo~ ConMutim (0 Jun: £5.99 pb) - New sf no~ from the
au1llor01 the Clar'Ke-nominated Days.
JosleinGaardffThroughaGlass, DarlrJy(PhoEril::OJun;£16,99Ilb,c25Oppj­
PMosoplVcatfanlaS)'.Agirlis~lromcar.eer.andana~comesthroughtlerwindow

*A1lsonSinelaifca~a!eade(OJul:£lS.99hb,c288pp)-SllromtheauthorofLegacies.

"Having laken up an K'1l'itationtotraveltoabe~@(world, lhe assernbled humans find
tnemselves in an enormous calheaal-Iike eOfice, Noonemeetslhem,and~ seemsltlal
tl1e ship ~seltisthealien. Only one woman is wise eflOU9'l 01 mad ef1OI.I!,T1 to beIleve that
comm~tionispossible,OIdesirable:

Gr E anDias la Ji.l'££.99 Su mmd-bendi sl»Jan98

-Orion-

pb~paperllack;hb_llar<llack;tpottaOellargelonnat)pa~ck:pp_eltent

ill oilluslrater;l;ed.-edited:A(xj.reissuelreprint(ftrSlpublicationdalej
,~. r&VIewO'l Vector,Jldafe;GN-Grapo'1lc NoveI;ab.~; YA 0 YC'J!1gAd.J~

eoI.• slcrycoAection(sameauthor):anth,.antllologYllilterenlauthO'sl
it-Highlqlt \i?Editor'schoice O~FrstUKedtion

Tre~tfuluredat&Switncaution,,AJlooquoledfem8/1(sbyCMsTerran

OJ«edcommentsarelrompublistlers'materlal-caveatemptol1.
_11lanKsIoMidlae!J.Crosslorhisn:ledttp:/IWo',ljdeb,d_~.co.RI:/topbsh.btl_

,_"M_~._"'.W.""'IoId.['"'.E~,,m,,"""" I
GillianRubln$leinFOASf*I(OMaf:C9.99nb,£3.99pb.172W)-VAcontemporary!antas~

lrQ'llt~aulhorollhe'SpaceDemon5'lIilogy,abouIaboyw!loescapeshisdespela1eproblems

~llIlserMgaloxsodoselyheaJrnostbecQmes(Jle.CI\iIcI'en·sBookollheVeifinAustralia

JamesBibby ROOdn's Revenge (0 16 Mar; C16.99hb. 238pp+ 7pp appeodices)-HlI'llOl'ous
sI,anegedy,'1ampooningepctantasylromConanlilllB.lrilarianloRoI>ertJordan°,·AfI
hiariooJs pastiche of sauce and saucery: says lenny H6!¥)'.

,*lueiusShepard BamacleBiltheSpacer(2 Mar: E:5.99 pb,292ppj-Papertlack col. ol
Shepard'srecentshorts;lhetillestOl'fwO!11heNebula_Recommended.»-~p97

*LuciusShepardGlgenEyes(2MarlRl984l;E5,99pb.275pp}-ReissueolShepilrd's
S\lpettIlyima~edllO'lelaboulasc:ienlificwayoicreating~ombies.dar.l<J'ySe1intheDeep

SooJIh. " also prefigured cyberpunk's obsessioo wilhvoodoo. Highly recommended
Lueius Sh~rd Lile DImg Warlime(2 Mar (A 198n: £5.ii9 pb, 438pp)~ Aeissue oi a rattlef
choked(bulbeautilultywrillen.asalway~)Murewaroovel.>-AugB8

,*SarahAshTheLostCMd(016Mar:[9,99tp,344pp)-Darklantasyfromtr.slhooghtful
author 01 Motlls ToaFlameandSooQspinners,AdWdism\Jder&d11 an exile<l and reviled
community, and 11 IhesubsllqUemd1aos membersollhecommOOlystarlquestioningtheir
placeintheworld.-Richwithlheimagef)'olrilualaOOrnagic·

,*RicAlexander(ed.1TheUnexpalfled l016Mar;£17,99hb,£10,99tp.4Jlppj-FoIIow·upto
Alexar>der'swe!l-recewedrl?pl'intanth Cyber-Killers h"s themed on the paraoormal,rotthe iSl
ofcootribulors showsthal ~'salon9waykom yoIJrslafldartlX·Fi/escash-i/1 11lf1duOesslories
fromJ G,Ballard,Clive BaOO!r,RamseyCampbe!l. C,J,Ch&rrytl. Roberl Heinle'n, Harlan
EI~S(If1.Roger2e1azny,lanWatsonaOOlllhers. There's also avery rare llat Slal1eOOn story. "A
Modem MaglClan". reprinledfrom lheJuI 79 F&SF,aOOaforewordbyPeterJames.
Aecomme-nded
RlcIlard While (M,) Kilg MhJrirl Legendand Histoty(Denl: Apt: £l-4,99Ip, 400ppj -Mth, of
MhiJrianwritings

*TriciaSulllvanDreaminglnSmob(0~;£16,99hb,£9.991p)-Sl,follow-\4l1otilesplendid

SomeoneIoWatd!(NerMe_lfIl1IcedaeamingisanlntegralpartolliteinF~st,lhe

AJ-coottolled prlllective environment where tluman colonists live at1dWQl1t When aaeamer
goes berserIltheAI~seII SlartslollOIlaywireaOOsuspidonsariselhal aI'irusllas&l1teredlhe
machne l'ia adreaming por1. Bu1 is~inor9anicOl analie!1lifefoon?

,*TrleiaSullivan5cmeoneroWatdlQverI.le(ApI";[5.99pbj-Sf.>Sep97
Robef1BfierTheMurderofTufankllamen(Weidenle4d:OApt:£20_00hb.J56pp)­
Non·tictiOn. Ilrierdaims to discoverM forensic and documentary iMdence ltIat lhe Boy IU1g wasm_"
Poppy 1. BriteCoortneyuwe(Apt; £599 pbl-Associational biography of lhe rodl singer and
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n:t.I:ivLCff. &t-. W~. L.tgend

:.'SlA'IdI11IIC.lerncIl'IKtvIO 19 I.W:E'9.99Ip. 507PP1-FiI'Usy.~1o Tr.Sftr

KItIlyBIlbHrd7llde!td:s(OM¥.£16."Ip.tl28jlpI.)-Cfaftbooka!lolA.un.
O"ab'ogyWtownbodls.

*TId'MliarnsCWlMn1(51r11.r.£6.99pb.9qlp)-FnlwoUrleollku-parlsl~

USIlllWlUilrNilrloexpkreerrworrnetU~fromWorldW.llDWonderland,iWlC1etIl

E0PllDnw-w.Nnea.·AndJ¥Id~IIM'N'5krY"5iI'f$tM!PR.andfslna!

whieil'lnal~m~.·$'~pagHrnngrNd,iIICIisleo:;mnended.

CIwlIBlKldl11IISeerKflg(2Ap £6." pb. 6ISpp)-Fnasy firll 11' riogf
Milgllti WItis I Traey Hidmin The oWa/Itfe of KMxfs·CJa(O 2Ap: £5." pb. 349pp)­
Soeneelarusysetlltller.ew"SlaIShoeIdwwerse
Klle Ellion ll'inl1's [bgm{2 Ap: £6.99 pb. 591pp) - FanQsy. voUneO'le of'Crown of
S/als'E~waslhel»-aulllor.WllhI.lelanfeRawnandJemd.Aobef$O'l,ofTheGoldM

,~

*O.vidThOm5Oll Beneath Mei/IOIIatld{O Aft,t20,OOhb,t288ppJ-Suttitled'Thoug1tSOll
Hoo'lywoodand~sGhoSls'.lhisisacoll.oIessa)'S.bcwJtlhewayHoftywoodactorsand

c:haracters betome pari 01 O\.l" sharedlealit)' and gain a1Ondol!1lostlYelistence.Al50takes
ina~ema\J'lehislorywhenThom$O'limaginesthtcareerJamesOeanmi!tl!lIavelo1owed

iTldwhalTraYOlla·Ic:haracterinSitLmiyMghlFe...WOl.idllave~einreall~e.Othef
ttns.la1Itltldnc:ludethetabtJousChila.llllnandVIfIlgo.J,G.8abrdoaveltisit'l
elllemelyla'I<Uablere¥iewllT/w/0l:tsetver0l5Apr1.
TomHon q,enSwme(2Ap:£S99pb,312pp)-Ccmtlantisy SlOrieshawaieol
~own.andwhen~tielAkramfllTentieMpect$he·SbeeniWIglllhl1aleol

A1i8aba_and_~heresolvellOlIeIpIwtlc:hpllysmlJT)'helllIilhfll5lOr}'

TenyPraldlellhlll!ll*JedllTlillllleas(noIiI:iyIlWil1les~.IlJtM!DIscworld

oIIersam..octltnl;l"e$lltlleandl:lllMll:lrlgs.ellll'lglorllvsklldolmetl-larWy-HoII·1
1endentyIoVo¥t!lin--,jl*ehe~1tri.oI,reQlfiJessolany~r3lII;naIeor

...mnsm(WltbookUl5ell ..... Akr<JmlllxU:locienlllillYl9ll. This Is YW"I.*
iJIOo/I.lnlerQ.Utoel\tf)''NhenilflYllwlll~happen.ldwJgisupllllglortollltl·~.

lS~-.-.gIlld~.andwilpul.nnjtuneylillslJalriy

*TomHoll WistI YouWmHMI02Ap:£15.99tt.252pp)-C<mtl~.1l'IIlSbelll!l"
LakeClltopeeIlAmenc:a~.Iegend--"'fO¥MIIinillwallnandflllj'qfJ.oI

~wl9""YOUl'W1ean'10esw •. Agoupol1WlSlspaysl'OlSlIlld'fW'9WesIey
HiplIlromllirrlw9lamdeod!lslDry.euWl'ilHollIlill-.otsbeslonhsmallKale­
grAlont--i'lerl.trvn'IIi!sunies-lhshash~oIal*;lN:atlNslhMIgsto­

gedwandprcHdeslOllltratllNlelorlhf.C2Ion AndlQal1nIIt..-yta'es. 'I!Ere',. r.tnI
*GiegoryBenlordCosm\02Apr:£9.99Ii1.:J68pp)-Acp::kUKpubkabonIorBrilrlfs

lalf:IIrIMl.n1al'verrreaSOl'lableFIQ."st\all:lsl.moreakrJtoT~(l980)ancI
ArlUc1(1985)NnhlsWam~books,in1hi1.eonc:wllralllonKiel'ltistsiJ1'11lri;and

play Abladi.1emaleph)'SltSproIessorinCaiomatol'ldx:lsanaa:eleralOl'expefrnenI. bula
m)'llnmbowtnv-~lIledobjectappe .. andwreduher~.ShellfllJ!geli
t.adi.lOlIIflabandwithanct!lerphysicill and her stJdentlm 10 work W whal ft is: a
C1~al~~,inVltlc:hlimeispassflgel~alyfaslerlhanhere,F"oIabsorbiog

sOentiIitde1aiandsensa~goosebu:nPS,d',S~letdownbyBen!ord'ssneeting

lIraw-mil1,apprGlch to l/f1Wonmenla~stl and poIilKlans and reporlen andrt6giOlls people
andali'nnllralors and, .. we!, anytllewM Isnl a sdtnlislt.asicaly Inthilhe'llol1owulll'"
thelOOUllllSoIFredH<¥e·sTheBlac/iCloWandmanyciherbookssilte.b'Jlt.ereason
Trmescapeorem-.sGB·sbe5l1'lOWiISiumcnsop/j$lieatedapptoac:htolhoseldlodonl

••
......-"""""
SlMPenyl.acrllnt1lmlr'sAornorr.a!s·T-r1'fEd~012M11:rs.."pb.288pp)

-Q1dNr 'hlS"-don .... t8etnII!IcIlXilI'ItboctMnelaNledbrPinorwifl
all'ItIpl5brIlaac:AstIwN.whthttllmeallrNlywa1lDlnJw nee·I."'atter
'f'mlorta:I'IOO.lOK.'YOUIl'lSlll SETIIIfOPIIllIde!ectlfICOTWIlISIIIShp.whthuns
eulDblcrewedbr~oIlOllltprorTlWlgspeoes\akerllromfallhbr~55

miIonyusago.)
Aa-onAblon sr.w'"x.vmg'5;W,.~{BaIUm:0 12W11:£S.99pb)
A. C. Crispln sr. WMS Hm Solo 3: RebellRwn(Bnarn: 0 12 Mar: £5." pb)-lsNfe
nofl1lllDlhs?
Roberl Welsbtot XMa: W,m"PIft::ess (8anam: 0 12 Mar: £8.." pbil)-1'heOl6oal
GudeIoIheX«lavfne·.appardy.ButlheClwllll5I1riuashMsomelhingolacull
loIowIng-asta'u:suaIJseemstOgeneralt-50~·Swotlhlisb'l;.

Gforge Luul" Chrit C1.remonl Shadow o.wn (Bnam: 9~: £5.99 pb, 511pp)­
FmsY.seqJlltoStYt:kJwMxrr:OeIa)'edandrtlhldJlldalovertlfplaee,d'lislslilaly

'"*John Mew~ T~HoId.'nlinity(8arwn:09~:£5.99pb,554pp)-Sl.adebOJtnovellrom
anIWj'OUI'lgBn~sI1wnt.JOllwilhaveseen,"JnterlOlll,andpossibtyiJ1c:onventiOlls-he·s

t>ee'latanw.c:echiktlood.Andhe·lgolaJVnBurnseover,50he'lbeenmarkedoutlorlhe
t:Jgp.lsl1,Altll"lhedealholllerllJsband.~YOIhil.oSlrlaiDnaMIleelEarttl1orlhe

c,titworldolFlAgorloanemplateealciUlionwilhllerlllr~$O'l.lIuIhellasl'ted

wanl8dktrnudilf.«JrI.4llionardlratfOinginlegallec:hnology.Yoshikolriestodearhil

'3,·1iil

....... .....
lidIaeIWhilltlltQAn..-.(01.lar:£1599"c334ppI.) ~'ThelMhol-ancI

SflldlIor-emlerreslnIIile'.ItIs·expIoresallpsecl$oIhq.oesllOllolETlile.rx:tdng
"1OCUI.eht:alnlreigwl~oI-ulcoruc:t'

*K",lUtltod TheCaswo~{01Miy£15."1iI2~)-NIastMitleod'Ihn3
IlMI,kNdlObl.cl1deperOel10111l1lSUtFfICII<<lnl1beSb'lte-tntyseesfll
19l1oldll,L.or1donISt'll'I.WlIandalOO'llit'llel'llOclNlWllllanardedl~NfegelS

I1'II'CMISllllespralingto:'lljlnC>llarCU'lClIlerOOlllanard1slsoaelylhe~

hostifposl-tuna1cM1ala'lan:JlJ'ld.k.pter andlheCusnOMllon.Eannldelena
~.IKIoIaIe)'-aphJslclslmenkl1ldllfllprtYlOUSbooksanclresponsilltlor

'lilOMgOUllhtTheor}'oIEY81)1tw1g-_OlIIlagellfubook,andsuspec1StlIlall
ldk"IWbJalworIdsmaynalbeas1hreat&nnglOtunantraslheyappw ButEanhllr'lOW
~ledandlOlllellmghastolrl'R«:ornmIrlded.

JamnBUfl.1bePWJalEfIed(OMay:£9"Ip. t320ppI.J-&Xll:IgrK'l.ISItU~resome
o....tIsliIaro.nd?TlisisanothermaplookilltaYllClJCl1linsaerx:e.nd1heworld.
UlablektrthoseW1lhlG-sean:lanentJOnSfIW

*WI~tf N Milltr, Jr SalIltleibowitl andltle WiA:1Ho.-se WomanIMa,: £6.99 pb} - F'o5l.
hu'nOJS~loAca-r!ic:ieF/)(tei/lcW!1l

UlrrHivl!l'l De5~"'·5Road(t.lay:£S99pbl-PoorIyrecllVedslOO\ll!l,destileLN'sdalm

that ~'s tM5 magrnNll opus.
*T1m Powers Ear1llqatM Weather(t.lay: £6,99 pbJ - Urban lantasy, sequel 10 EJprarioo

"'".DClIgl.lsHurclTh.'5IliIpe~Jc:e(.oMa~:£15,99hb,cJ2Opp)-Yes,I/JaIDouglasHurdlfs

JnliI.futurepolititaltderIlMidllor8lgrl0"isesl'lewithdomesticc:ooc:ems1orltlePM"s_.
*Garry KIIworth £.and.d·Mists (0 May: C16.99 Ilb. c3B4pp) - Frwl vokJmeol'The NaVIgator

Kn;s·lartasytrilogy.IlMidlKielo.ndllll~annllltorneintoo::dicl'Mlhlhe

Cfltl W1dPidI 01 the Land·o....4i5ls SeepI6.-.tlereGalTJtalklaboutltUbook.
GIIryKilworthT/w/~Rower(Mar:£S·"pbl- andlhes«onclvokme
BriMJ.FordSensltll'l!SoLG{OMart1699hb.c2S8ppj-Non-fiaJon."anal-erl*"aMg
IleWWI$IOllolli\e·whc:helplar1$.apparerllJ1lowishl:8flrnolA'nb"losIkM·NaInCi
LE.YoOesitIJ!'11lIlPata_w.-(OJtrl[s99pb.t432ppI~SfllCM!llrallfllilUlhor

oIlle'Recb:e·larIasystneS..spiteoper;llllal-flillll1esflenallnollheseaJIIllld
~agansla~oInardsr

*DaridFeintudl11lllSlil(0.A.r'l £6 " pb. c:£«Ipp)-AndIls 11. IaasyllCM!lin:Jn toe
1Ulhar1ltansl-.ItIe'SHlollSaga· MeUedpmc:elnelloredilDhlsfl'Ol'lt.'-nMdI
"'ancI"1onlehelllllllXllMlil'ldltleSlilIhe¥lOltll~oIe.tJn·lQWlgalliil

WlSMl'lgoocIwaylo_nr-dl.
KlatyBaileyNlertltCabJlll'IOJtrl.£15"IiI,c32Opp)-Assoaa!JorlaI(HBeciteclNew
Wodd51orawhie)~oIlhtiltof5alJBoMes.aslokllltsherwood'IGooc:t:,eIo

8ettIancI,pertlapsrncniamoullJ.llhsuperbttnCalMrel.
*K.J.ParktrColoursilrtlSINI(OJtrl:E'9."Ip,e32Opp)-Cleb.I1¥dasynoYeltrom.

new~wnterwhoiwellltlfW&SlCw1lry.vdurnelo1lhe·Fenc:er'riogy1n

Perinadeia,1hIysel1!e.twIcasesdf!«etltiylawyers~e'Mlhswordsnalworclli,ana

eomlheufeeswrlhthei'ownblooif(IriktIllf•. wher.iI'llhew'tierlI'S).TIlISlllIIeSloryol
OI'llIfllOCef'iJ1-1aw,wMbecomeslhetocusolamlsplKedClll"seandthema9CliatlenbonSoI
aric:hlorllqlmercf1alll.

*Ofbble.B.n,Slfjlj I Slorm COllslanli/lf TM IlIWIJrdR,l'OAitiorllO Jun: £1.99 pb, t256pp)
-SubliUedS!.m~Iil@SiU@(jPowersWithIl·,ttNs'sIlowsll1\KacticalandaccesWle

lenns hown can unlock ttle raw polentialolClJl'iMlfeoergies'. Bensteadis 'ane50terit
psydlologl$l·.andSlormil. ,. Storm
I<aleEtlioll~oIDogs{OJun;£1699hb,tS44pp)-Faru.S)'.seeoncII'Ok.me0l

'CrownolStar(

r.ame.leaQnglOatonlronw.cn'MlhIhe(:(llTlJJlln.dngili1eolfllplanel
Come WA$ and Stepien BaIler prO'o'Ide p.-.g bUbI 'Meinf'Y'~ adlleved a alkI

1uIoon'-lsuspeaSle-edd1'meanllcloesn~lIfl:rt'--oIpoIHyberfkl*lEdlnonWllhIhe

~d'Iarnlioldasa:sl ThertdlSdn,toI'IlJIelnl~WIfI$\J1fIgIiI1ISS

MNner~rewndsl.EwryItwlgllcill"'IlCM',·WAsIi)'l. ...·slIlpOIItlIe 10 beie¥e\lll
IIlli11nowlDa.zli9JrnqlkllIlddani'9Y1ItaJIed .workolwelnqUelltsSbr
:"'hIeIilert.WflllfAteralht,lleellblIrlNllUJl1!ll\allloulcleratherha'dOCWlll al

GeorgeFOJ~(1larUm.01Mar.£S."pb.51l!Rl)-C')'berprihk1rom'"

dlorol1heSJ'JllAdeca't'IIg.~C'l:JlShomelOJoel.larak.ac:ompt.l:srYe

~ThechlXnan~deadeslO.eulrter-ade..wIJoel$lellaklnllO

ta/'fonhe!9t1orIreecbn.hlsr:nyhopeh.ecIdlorol T/w/5nu}gie(s 8i*. who
may nal even ellll. Foy-lIas lhf stmard-lslue hi oIwrders',obI. ishermat CD-R:lM game
cmlOI'.vacu.rnlfKdder.a'paralegal't'lNewYorkl.lwlims.andlm'elngI1\OSowlec·
ot:Q4liedAl~wi1t1it'l.-m ..~caravJII.
TtrryPllldlrll" Slephen BriggsA TlUisIGOOeIoUna'l{07 Mar: £6.99pb,32pp +
tQd-ouImap)-~leJt,wilhsomemiclYIlllOllll\lPIIHalQngolramblers(by'Erit

Wheelbfaee1 and ptea!son foldore and ClJSIOmS (by NaMy Ovg. 50 l'OU1 knowwhallo
'xped]..a"Id.largemap-~eola.portrailollhtlXlOntryrealy,brP~I(KIly-make~a
rlItherlhinardoverpficedplec:eolspWlollery.F/)(lXImpletlltsort,-

*T.rry Pralthell The ustCMlinenllOoobleday: 0 7May; £15.99hb)- The22nd Discworkl
r.oveI. wllerHl Rmoewll1d ends up'" XXXX and er.c:ounlers manyAuS!ra~anlo«e$. somelor
lhItilllllme ,lJSOll1 M1at £850
BarNrl Hembly S1aIWars PldMrotTwiighrlBanlam 1May. £599 pb 389pp + lrailers)­
KanSolo.Chewbatca.Leliandlukeget~on,"j'eliI1ocnerSlaIWarssplllOn

JIoreo..."ltN!~ .•



-Corgi-
CORGlconfinued.,.
MlcIlaeIA.StackpoleStatWa~I,Jedr'(Bantam,7May,£12,99hb,464pp)-Thestoryal

Corran Ham. X·Wing pilo!, who has to come to lerms ";th his Jed hentage and ream to use1he
FOfcewhenhis";fe~anishesOl1aSeaelmISSIOl1

K, W, Jetel' Slar WatS" The Boooty Hunter Wats (Bantam: 0 11 Jun: £s.g9 pb) - How ale the
mightyfa~en You can1 blame Jeler -we aH have 10 make aIMng- but me spfl-dl world's galll
isllUlloss •

*Terry Platchelt Wyrd Sisle~: The lRustraled $creenil'ay(O 11 .fun: E9991pj - P~tifu3y

iRustratedwimrooorstias,lheleltal1heCosgoveHalladaplalion,'IltUchiXlesiodudesome
newjokesr.ot"'lhebookssothereissomethingnewloryourmOl1ey,~ayedlrornDecember.

,*AobertAankinTheDanreolIheVoodo<lHandbag(~eday:011Jut1:£16,99hbj-HenlY

OoorslnudgenudgeJisthewOl'1dsricnestman,andrunsNecrosoft(wink";fi<;-somesubtle
sal~ehere,lo1ks)whicl:1noloolyse!lssoflware,boAinrelumtOf\'OU'soUwll~you

IlTlmooalitvin1heNeaonet,BillyBarneshasavoodoohanlllagw!1ict1hErteedswithhisgraM~

~"3r' -,--- - ----,

O
I~~"o,1 Lazlo\'loocDnelsapfivatee~.andBarryISaSlll"oo1wholiveSlnhlsheadThere·s

probably a s10rywtllch Iflvolveslhls 101. bu1 youlha...eloreadthebooktofindoutwhatlhe
~I~IS".

RobertRanldnTheBrenIfoo1ChainsawMassacte(11JIJl1:£5.99pb)-Sfcornedy,1rl
which Jesus is eIooedtr()ll1 blood on the Turin Shrood,Sixtimes.soeachmajol religion
canhaveone.MeanwhileinBrentlordl!leyreholcingl!lemiDerrialcelebrationstwo~afs

early to al'Oid1he rush.
Oouglas Preston ReliquarylBantam: 11 Jun: £5,99 pbJ-TedmolhriUe.-/darklantasy.
sequeltoRelic.Twomutilatedsl\~eloosaredscoveredotlManhattanlsland.andth~e's

scmethinghoniblydsturbingaboullhem
*Anne McCatlrey Freedom's Challenge IBantam: 0 11 Jun: £15.99 hb) -19981s the 30th

anniversary of McCatlrey's !irst l.look. and1llls IS the thitd'Caneru' sf novel
Anne McCatlrey The Master Harperol Pem(Baniam: 0 11 Jun: [9,99tp) - Aomanbc sI
'the story 01 Pem's l/I'eatesl harper"

*Frank Parkin KrippeOOotf's Tnbe(Bantam: 0 9Jul:C6,99pbl-Blackcomedysf,a deblJt
lIOI'ellileinBrilainisdecayir.g(huh!),andanthropologislKrippenO:wfsllTlaginary1alesol
anAmalootribestarlcorning1nJe.
Aaron Allslon S/ar Wa~ X·Wing 6: Iron FIS/(Balllam: 0 9Jui: £5,99 pb)

-Voyager-
indudingHarperColin5, Flamlfl9O,FOI1tana

Jack V3I1ceNigIltLamp(16Mar:£5,99 pb)- Well·receWedlar·(ulure sl. >193
J. A,A.Tolkien Fin aooHengest IHarpefCoIIins 16Mar:£7,99~)-A1ra!1'1en\andan

episode' lr()ll1 Talluen's bottomless bollom a-awer Edted b~ Alan Bliss
Ke~inJ,Andl!l's01lTheX·Ftles'An&OOdies(016Mar,£5,99pbl

An01lI Want/oBeIie...e The Ckfioal Guide 10 The X·Files (0 16 Mar.£10.991p)
AobinHobbAssassin$~st(16Mar,£6,99pb)-Firlalelothe'Farseer'lantasylrilogy

*Aobin Hobb 5ropofMagic(0 16 Mar:£16,9!l hb)-Firs1inanewtan1asyseries-'The
LWestUpTraders'-selinthesamewor1llasHobbs's~isMeganUn!tlOim)'Farseer'lriIogy

DO"'QlasCoupland Girlfriend in a ComalFlami1l9O: o A;I: £16.99 hbj-Aw()ll1an lr/es birth
toadaughterwhHelnacomain1979:18~earslatersllewakes,amodernRipvanWtnkle

Associal/Orlal
Janny Wurls FlJ9~fV8 POOre 16~: £6.99 pb, 540pp t 22~ glossary) - Epic (antasy, Book 1
of'TheAlliar.cealwg,t',Wurts-'experthorsewoman, sailOf,muSician andarcher'-ismarried
to ar\Ist Don MaJll:ltleycollaboraledOl1IheCO'ler
StephenMolstad Independence Day. The SiJentZone(06~: £5,99 pb)- The tlack·story 01
thetilm,dabngbacktoRosweIJ
A.A,SalvatoreThe5lmrdol8edwyr(06Apr:£5,99pb)-FU"Slvolumeinanawlan1aSY
senes, 'The Crimson ShaOOw

*Stephen Bule.- Vacuum Diagrams(20 Apr: £5,99~, 460pp +4~ Xeelee timelinej - BaXler's
l~s1eo11., whictlconcenlratesOl1 his 'Xeelee'lulurehislory seqoence, His second col, is

,*StephenBUlerTracesI020A;I:£16.99hb,356ppt3ppafterwordj-,.,whictlollers
"ViSlOflsalhislorieswtWcl:1df1ertrom ourO'll'n,eitt1erthrooghsman char.ges ortlvoug. a
ll.UldJ.mental dflerence in physical taws',Aeadngtfle Xeeiee Slories together briflgshomejust
how dark Baxler's visioo C8n be AndWllhTraces.andare1eadolsomeollheflO'lejs
prompledsomelhoui1llsaboult!lemesinhlswork, Irsinlerestinghowstrongl~ltleidea al
a/lanOOrlmenrlea1ures:the TlIT18 Tra~eIler in T/l8 TIfll8 Shipsis motm.led by his atlandonment
olWel!fIa.IrtRafl,agroopalhumansissfrandedlnaOOlhelltliverse:FhJxseesradicall~

modliedhumansrulhlessl~lefl10thelllateOl1a neu\rOl1 star. afterbetng i>81t 01 the Xeelee war
etlort,VoyageandTitanwerebolhwrittenasresponsesloAmenca'spost·Apl:M\Oabanoonmen1
oIspace,andsoonYwlfindthethemeinsomeofthestoriesinTrares.I(lO.R's~veryhne

0011. indeed,lrornlamelllslCl'theAusSjanspaceprogrammerZemlya1. tosteampunk
entertainments rcolumbiad"', "A.JourneylotheKing Planet1. toa~err.atjve.worIdslories(me
v&r)'1ine·MoonSix'),ilndevenanhom~ge10GlenM!llf The slories cover his entire career so
lar, andthough rlOI'learebadooeorlWooflheear1~onesareabilclunky,Butreadngthem

loge\hef has been asmal and~easing rewlalion-I haoo'treaisedQlJ~ehowgoodhelsnow
al shortlOOlls. Bo1h books are higty recommended
JimMansAIienAgenda(2(lApr:£6,99pb,378pp+55ppappendx,sources,indexj~'The

un1oldstoryolmeextratffi'esmalsamOl19us',Bah
*Mich~e1 Marshall Smith <:h! 01 Us (HarperCoI1ins: 0 Ma~: £14.99 hb) - New 51 novel trom

the author 01 Only Forward and Spares, beingm~l1\etedashis'breakoulnovel', Ifs described as
"asassy, near·luture satirical takeOl1 acorporate America OIA 01 conIral andloWlgir.
David HewsOll SoIsIice(HarperCoIins: 0 May; £16.99 hbl-MilleMal mainstream novel
aboulslrangeeven15onthesunwhicncauseelectroma~mayhemOl'\Earth

*Aobert Holdstocll MyllJago Wood(5 May (A 1984): £5.99 pb) - R~ssue 01 0fIe oIlhe fineSl
talllasies 01 the lasllWenly ~ear5, il you havenl lead it wh~ no1? The tatest in tile seies is

*Aobert Holdstock Galeofll'Ol}'(O 5May: £16,99hb,2Bepp)-'MythagoWoorJlamasy,
pidIing up lhe s10ry 01 CMstian HulJeywhowltnessed his mO!her's SUicide and vanished into
ltlewood. BIJlmuct1 as I was Iookinglorward tolhis, I ronless 10 scme disappointml!ltllle
charactels dOIll seem 10 come ali~e (CMS1Jan in llaIliWar is ilHleflf1ed), and there's no1t!any
strc:ngcentrallfJ1age. usuan~sometllingolatrademarkin'My1l\ago'Sllriesr,"par1kUarthe
aSlooslunglal'tllldyss):whatshouldcarrypower-hismOl!1er'sdealhscene-(jelSdelused
somM1erea00g1l1eline,UnlikeaalheOlh\!fbooksin1llesenes,~oodOlllgelthalleelingO!a

tale lhal neoededl0 be told, or, ~ke awol1d'ous melody " so obviousl - already e~isted in scme
sense, Oisappointingthen, butmye~pectatlonswere Ngh.
Raymond E. Feist Rage 01 aDemon King(5 May; l6.99 pb) - Epic fantas~, third in the
SerpentwarSaga',Theloorthandlnalvolumels

,'lrRaymond E. Feisl Shards d a Broken Crown(O 5 May: £16.99 hb) ~ See also AVOI1
DavidBischoHTheCrcw:0J0IhtheCrow(05May:£5.99pb,2npp)-Tre-intolhecomicl

1T1(Metrandnse ThlsmakesgreatplaywithPoeSlones.
Wayne Hammond &Christina Scull J R. R. ToIMm, ArtISt and Nlustrator(HarperCdlin,
05May,£16,99hbl-Abooko(~stcardslsalsoa~ailable,at£5.99

Easton Royce X-Frles rD Dar/r.Maftllf(5 May: £3,99 pb)
PhilipK,Oick The Falher Thlflg(5 May: l799 pbj-ThrdvolumeotDlek',roleete<l
short stories
AlIsonSpedding CkJudOverWaler(18May(R 1988): £5,99 pbl-5econdvolumelllthe
I)cNMan-residEllt fantasist's'A Walk in lhe Dark' b'ilogy, retelling me slory of A1exarder the
Greatin fantastic mode
tdercedesLackeyFourandTwenry6lackbirds(018May:£5.99pbj~MysterYI(antasy,

sequel to The Eagle andlhe Nlghlingales.
*CliveBarkI!l'5carlerGospels(HarperCoI~ns:OJun:£16.99hbj-Dynastlcdarklalllasy

abouI two lamilles at war
ChristieOlcka5ooCUdlsilver(HarperCdlins:OJun:£16,99hb)-Werewolllanlasysel
in 17th century Holland
EliZaDeth Massie Milermium 14: The WUdandtheiMOCi!nl(HarperCclIilts: OJlJl: £5,99
pb)-lsnllhatoneofthosed'eadulUSsoaps?
Kevin J, Andefson Rewrredlon Inc. 10 15 Jun: £5.99 pb) - The 1ie-in speciaUst turns to
real slwilhthis1eehnothrimeraboota oomi>8nywhicl:1lindsawaytoraiselhedeadallduse
lhem as mindess slaves. Trcuble stalts when lheystarltaking hCfl1an'sjobs: 'riots, Satanie
oJtsalldllveatsolpoiiticalmeltdownreacnfe~erpitct1 in this1irst rate science1hrillef
DavidZitldell Nel(&fness (15 JlIl (A 1988j: £6,99 pb)-Zinde/I's first novel,a melaplly·
sicalspacecperakickingolt1he'AequiemlorH()lI1oSapiens'series.Thetinalvolurneis·

,*OavidZindelfWar'nHeaVl:lll(015.fun:[9,991p)~ .. whlChlollowsthestoryol
t.IaIlory Aingess's SOl1 as he tries 10 prevent an apocatypticwar
EriclustbadelDragollSontheSeaoINight(06JrJ:£5.99pbl-E~corien\a1lanlasy

*Colln Greenland MotherolPlenty(O 6JrJ: £5,99 pb)-TtWd and final 'Tabitha Jute'
noveI,notgettir.gaharrilackediuOI1,boohiSS.
Mike Jefteries The SII:f1J 01 G.ir!dJebane HaR(O 6JuI: £5.99pb)-Farnasy, linalvolume
III a senes



· . ~
t1"ISSUI!"s~l'IdilD!d~W~'$,"'"s,",,-OIIf.

la\W!lraldJesdfrl..e.ryll105ld'-iiles.lIYJtW:!it1NtIypnca1
1OO- .. ~t.tprboola:cwt£2.99.Ior~{S3.99l.lS].

Raymond E. Feisl RagI 01. o.mon ~(7 .m~S6.99 pIl. S88ppJ -EpcIarWy,1/vd
¥OUneolthe'Serperlwllrsava'm5eqJfl1o~dIMlrdwlPrra

SuSlnR,Matl~Pnscnfrd~[7Jan.$399pb.312;lp)-Bargatl~

:=ti~:=e~=~O~~=::~~'~=oI~~
tembleseaeltoliglt.whH;1Im.ybrirogruSllCeloa ...ictiITUstdpeoplebulalsothrealens'n
eaIMfand~e.

AmyStOlATheRoralFOO'(7J<<J:S599pb,Xllppj-F¥1tasy,Booll2011heQ1e1..and
5aga'andse<Jlf!l10 ThfSlmdSMn. AformermerChlyandlch~nowrule1heOne
Lard.ilndllleymustbecGnllCQ.lSll;rlleCllolhwlll!Wn\lesllltilelepelli'lgaffeshalliCkm...........

*c.olynMsGiIlNn~fV!WI(1.l;Jn:S5.99pb.472ppI-Glnder~5f"Ttdl

GaIeleIS.,aseXUiltun.odhm~ilfllSdalldplw'oellltlerebolhsooef)'iI'Id

biogJllIwbeen~"l.I'l.IRAlWllp.TdI~.pawnnIheCO'llil:lt:lal

elI4l'S~lI!O~mMlng"gdebmga~bnent*dkrnat'f
FIlcNrd AGiIns T.FtanW*"",Dl:Mn{ll Feb.S6.99pb.mpp.:w~­
LegendsnltalesabcUtltdlittJ"'/lhrnsQIrabbiIs. Tablg.IeafIrtrnNII'IISic
n1$y. Awn IS 1S5lIIIlIh5'Mflkudlllf""cde<UbIe" CO¥WS;lrileCO-vestloul1L
youttn'IJIif$WflttdllawllaJ'll.ulrtllUSlOO85,~lI

*SMmIPnHantidPropNcy(11Feb:
S[14 00 hb. J07pp)-Sl,SIlJlIl 10 Patk"S
w~(andl..1mbda·llOOW\lIled)detU:

noYeISpHlmgDream.s.Park-seeri1"-liws
ilBallimorearldleclurltSlOI'lh.WameninSf
programme a1 the UriV9nll';oI Maryland. Both
book$afe5elina~sewhef,rumaosare

sjaI'tSOI'm'S1ers,loyaltoooeolIWOCIppI:lSlIl9
emplffS,F,em' ISI 'fW'l!I da... gM1pressed
lI1IOserw:easameOcl1a~lIena.she

carnes1heaxtlO!he'llllSNnwb1llYes
OIAandpra'UeS l!wn r-IyYNISGI)'OUIh
IoIowedbyilflagcnsrtgdWI.Shebeccmes
fMlIotedllilfl~~loerd-,
BIn Bon 1ob:nisf(11 Feb:S6.99pb.56OW1
-::esl,lnlnN seam SevemaPark

BtnBO'II.&tlonwiVlllFeb.$23.00hb.38Bpp)-Ea1hbw~.n1

Mocrlbasededareslbelll'ldeph:lertUNlroopsaredespatchedlOlJl8IIfMlrebeIs.andlhll
IIN5lOrfdtlll!l"I9Jtlor lrttdom. (Hwlllis been doni! betort $OlMWIlIIe?)

*Char1es Pellegrino 0ust(11 Feb;S15.95It>.359pp.2OppafterMlld,4ppbibiogaphy)­
ECOI.IstropIlesl.ApI~dm~"riectslcnglsland.lhtprtcur1Orlolhe?
disl'rteo-ation d Ihe em~e e<XHystem. S6erltisl~ strugglelo puztle~ whalshapperoil'lg aM

~r:Fn:=~SIc:;~::·=:~:,::::n:::~.~1M
usual.)Buldesptthaw1g~l5lnoYe1~C~s~tormeioO"amalicalycinematic

and~set·piecel.Iori'lslance.iWldtilm:ati'lgRetW$$IilCHIEIOdIaraClllfl.Ollt

oIwhcrnlldNrlybuedonl'irnsell-lhIIilafirsl-nltIIlld'Nhy?IlIcauMlln'nedmcn
u~~'Iw1gsln)m~llanna)GrolpcblJ.Wu,nlwhenlhelxdl;\IllIlIto

soera~rWtcxmeslolle lheJoyol[Q(:owry,fMIlu'llhep.azle,lhtshea­
enbefa'lC!oIai'sl-flttllll'd!oloMlglNouriJlhelogr;dtltWO'lct{Wtld1~1O

::n\~~ib~~~J:~~-:~Epcl.usy
ltIn9hll<:rydfleSevenDc:w!wtcrllollril.a~lIlI!JQlworld.ltslnl­

U~)QIo»ctJlguess.1rtl.bIrlqallDedbyeiCOdemonl-t.dt0u5l1)slgaNl#u

ImnfleDatkSlwn-whode5lror~nlt¥ll'fOll8'""'wne l.tfslenOuSlY dlt
cacodemons ill rnplIMCU IOlhtj:Klll«DW ml9'd Chirmnlso~IIl.PlOas.m4I d
~e:tphaneddli&l!I'Iandadi~c:edlordlObamltorlheraleollrl'l.:

SttphenltighOJtllWa""'sEmtncelllFeb,S3.99pb,325pp.5ppappeodil.~l­

BargD'lpricedsl,"i'INradillondllrsl.taK.le~"A~attl!fa~cnsI'I.e$
onlheplIllt!MclI~,!t'I.Ionlydoelolhetigl'l.rilteolnerliily.rnan1~~andmwbOl'l

p1aguinglhedescenOal'l1sls!t'l.ldiscoveryda~adbodyda"4iccai,amllfTlber,oIttl41

exUT1Cl na!ivetace. hwill $OOIl become dearlhat Mietjan'slllhJre· and Ihe SlIMvaI 01 rts
N.mans-liesinlMplanefsJllI$l.

*RudyRuekerFn!twaIV(11Feb;S5_99pb,~2pp)-H~sI,seq.lllt05olrwareand

Wt~andflAoIlht\lsual~sms:weirdsex.weirdsdent:e.anddumsywnuog.

'~'i1lti1laltslbrMld'id.~lHIall'IImaded~~1fId1llOl*ls

and.landhenceabll IlIIIIy).NallnIy.despiltbelngllSedn ...... lousir-Pld
IObsnlSl.tittdlOrMr'llMlylisplrogseIUiluses.dwfre~by"~·Thri:ng
peoplI,nllrfedomrn,bISlSonflelllOOll nlCOITlllltI"Il)QIibFUter(who1l
SOIl'll!fwlgdltlac:qlQdlW).
JlmesAlan~~HocI(llMar;S5.99pb,3qlp)-Se<X:nd.IIO¥lII"cm

aCltladiMla..onWesl~.-.cIwi1nefdlltl919'Wr'1trlolIltM4ln'CO'8lrs

aseqJellotisdeWlIO¥lII~1he"QdTlCh'oJlI.nol2OlhcnJYEa1hllbnly

amemory;mostdlhtwM:rspGlllJitJonhoislongA'll:edispersedloohrplM'l.tlS.llrislO
Itleaf,enCl:lftderabon"'-nuhelN9J'l!oIPeopIes.lU40yursagnltlelN9J'l!
abandcnedEarthtabl;aI ... soerdt~.Tht""9IIdToberCQYfwaslounded
lSaculturlllelptMlenllt'ldu2Cf.I'"'-ddFiJlinpreparnlorhlS<Xlfllll!lolagenlual(lhe
'CommdmtnlHour'lallrangerlm'ttsbe¥VIgmor'hi~Hech!hlnhasbeenst'elllorrears.

his awearatlCt leads to discoYtr~ no one e~peas "
EricS.NylundDryWatlt('lMar.SJ99pb,362ppl--:8argain~tcIdarklal'l1as1.f\

81a;1odlIPowersveln,OryWatefnNewMeXl<Xllsakindol1'osllown,and~~ychic

wr~8flarrytfgitJspaysaVlSilhlunl..shesallon'llolSl1angeMttSandtrepldatiOllarnotl{l
lilt lOwJl·sl.rlCl:lllYel1~onaIdenizens, whoincklde aWdCh. aMagus IllICfOOII/lClIf and a1'011
caltclDempsey."ANavajo$hltnatlhllpslarryktepl'is~enemitstrom

*~~~r:=~I;~~.~:=·~9mwnttJt~ ,

;:r~=~~=:~~~ot===~dM i
Cina.aprn:edhlDOldkrYpl;m16PsycN.o:mnloElr'tlnlmeetsa {
~.~ben;rwnedRalJo. ... aplolllalec:hoeslU'*Llh!yree:.n1016
P5yChen.... oITlJImah·sfme(s~clYl!l.BulTehahlUSpl!dSllUdef•.-.cI
_101'IeO\lf1l$!ahr"As)QI'dupecllt'lchxtUlolposz-mod!JTlsms.badl
rerererasardhornign,ItIalterwa'dsir9nOlAilSI'I$plIbOI'lSC.L lobn's'NoWom¥I
Bom",RoberILForwan1MrilHeidepr,MidlHlHen'sThe~aI~

RdIy.DaW:lGtIemt<<•• HWdIllotm.AllredBest.-ltII101CW"se.~
RaymondE,FtisIShasdsd.8roIuInCroMllllMM:S2aOOhb,l11pp)-EpclJrUsy.
ltu'1t1nllilal'dlmtdlht'5erpen!wIl'Saga'andsequelIORagtolaDemonKilg.FIisI,
whoisaSou1hemCaifOtrllanllyt.1tl,liYnilSan Die90wrth lis wile. d1iIQ-l!l1 and lour
horOOS;'00n'twrnttantasy:he"Y$,'_I'o5loricalnovelSaboulan;ma9lnarypla~At
least 1hat's how I look al~"When noI writing he deSigls COOIputl!f games. colledsmOYl&Son
Iaserdsc.andenpysWlO8.
Adamlee TheSha<tJwEa/ff111 Mar,S13.001j1.J3.4W.map)-Epoclartasy.seq.lIIlO
~llIIIr5rofelseeaboYt}

yICtOrilSIr~" ~Annotfll.5rc:IM(l1 Mar.S5.99p1l.l26pp)-EplcIanUJI)' The Stone,
SQI't:Id~!jlCiWldpow.-,ildOIenmwnmitsk"f*bt'ltItYII_and1lmldIOdarIl

use lUale9lnlpedicU"O'leWhoCcrnes"wlYJwiliberliltlepeoousllll'llMpnson.
howdlllttyrrltlydlleMkmdl'ltSlone,.-.cIlt$Ull'eharmonybelweenlleworldL

WHAT'S THE BEST BRITISH SF NOVEL OF THE LAST FIFTY YEARS?

LAST CHANCE TO VOTE!
The BSFA is askillQ its membership 10 decide lhe besl Brllish sI novels of

the lasllifty years. And we need your Vlltes!

Fill in the lorm opp>site and selld rt in, or simply write your nominations on a
sheel 01 paper. Youcanevenuseema~.

Comments and ilVlotalions are very'Mllc:oole.

Eligibility
Anovel by aBriIish-bomauthor IlIbishedbetween 1948 and 1998.

Number ot books
FM! please, ranke<tj posstie. AAnotationswelcome.

Deadline:
3OJ\rIel998

1. _
2, _
3 _
4, _
5, _

Name: Membershipnumber:_
PLEASE SEND TO
Andrew III Butler

33 Brook V.. IlfM>
K~

"'lIilgIam
NG125JN.

() emaj: vector, bs(a@rocketlliLl.colI (subted wilol').



-TheRest-

KarlShawled) T1IeMammo1l!8ookolTasreres.s Usts(Ravef)" 0 Mar: 16.99lp,c512W)­
Whict1Prmel.W1istefdiedcopulatinQwilt1apar\oo(maid,l'Ifichl(lIIgowneda~tlagmade

lrl)'llane!ephanl'spenls, wnat8rethetlll1 moslc08eda~ebodyparts, .. a~ "aedgedfrom
lheuOlJ11olhllnanelpenence"
Slevelyon$DrWl!O·TheWitdl,~unlelS.1BBC:02Mar;1'4.99pb,279pp)-Thef~S1

Doctor, Susan, Barbara and lilI1 Vlsrt Ihe village CIf Salemin 1692. SlJsan gets too invoNed
W1111 the nascent tragedy (cl Arlhur Mi~e(s The Crucil:le). and disaster looms for oor pluckyh_.
MichaelCollil!fDrl-\o7lo'Longe5IDay(Bac02Mar:£4,99pb,276pp)~Debutoovel.The

DocIOI and Sam arnvl! OIl the plan~ Hlram, aplace et stlitling~me-tooes us.edlor eXiles.
poisooers and waste IiJmp"rIIl. EM thecompuler that contr~s l!\Ier;thing is ma~urlC'lioning

*DoU9135 Adams The Hilch·HIKer"s Guide 10 the Gal.1xy IBBC: 2 Mar. £12.99 ab, 4cassettes
5h5OmI~Re·releaseollheorig.naltworadoserieslhatstartedrtaUol!backin1978Igood

Q1lef-doeSll'tllmetly?)AlsoavaUableseparatelyatt899ei1d1,ar.donCO:W1thebol~

Isabargaln,andlshi1J!yrecommende<!(eSjleClllllyd,lil;eme.youhaven1I1earditSlncethe
onginaltlrGadcasl-a'~a5~a~lremember)

*J~leSVerMTWllntyT!lousandLeaguesUnderItleSeas(Wcwld'sClaSSICs:05Mar.£U9

pb,5Bl~+48ppffon1maner+3ppappendI16Oppno1esl-Anewandunabtidoed

uanslallonbyWuijamBlJtcher(no1e1hesli~d'langelo1heusualmodem~l\e).copiouslyan<l

llIoo'OIJ!fjyaMOlaledandWlthanextenSl'lemtroc1Jcllon.al;t1ronologyoIVeme:slaeanda
reecled bibliograplly. Also presents mpotlant manu5alplli=enes and prWlOOsly
unpublosl1ed.monnationonVr~ine·sanisllCandwentifk:re!erences. SFStudiessaysthls
senesron1alns1lyfarlhebesttranslatrons/criticaledtionsavailable": agenuinebar~ain,

andrecommel1de<!
MelanieRawnTheMagebomTraitlX(Pan:6Mar:£S99pb,753pp+2ppgenealogy+3pp
~sl of saintsl- Fantasy, Boolc 2of tI1e 'Exiles' Sl!fies: cover by r.kt1ael Whelan. Thr~ ~sters

o:lo'1tfflettletrdespefatebidf(l(o:lo'1trolintheuworklLenfeQ. whefewomenholdthekeytoa~
economi<:andsocia.lpowllf

,*Peter F. Hamil10n The NeutrMium Alchemist(Ma011i~an: 20 Mar: £9.99lp. 98Spp +5~
tllTletine. 7~casl~~t)-." whlchmeansiljustmissesthe 1,000 page mar1l. Second
volume in Hami~on's huge and enjoyable space-opera trilogy
A1lanAlllbergWoo/I(Penguin26Mar:£6.99ab,3hl-Chikien'sfantasyaboulaboywho
IIJm~lIltoadogReadefMar1lWilliams

sifArtl1ur Conan Doylf The Lost Wo'*1{PenglJlfl: 26 Mar; r6.99ab. 3h)-Reaclef
NatllanielParkef.
Bramslokef Lailofthe WMe Worm (Pulp FlCllons 26Mar,£4,99pbl
H. Rider Haggil(d People o/J/le Ml5r(Pulp F>ctJons 26Mar.E499pbl
fdgar Allan Poe Murders IfI me Rue Morgue and Qrher Stories IPLJlp Fiction~ 26 Mar, £4 99
pb)-Firsl1hreet.tle~lromanewl'llpnntdeOcatedloP'Jblosl\flg'dassic'ro,e,OIJlof

OOP)'l1ghll~pliclion,ForthcomJngbook~includeVeme'sJoumerkitheCentreo/rheEa!ttl,

RtderHa9!li1rd'~She,EdgarWanace,Sapj>erandMarieCorel~novels.andthespl~dicty

Wed Kidnapped Or CaMlbals: the press no neglec1~to tel u~ who wrote thl~ cta~5lt 01
c:hilcten'sli:erature.ltalsomakesgreatplayofthelowprice,lMyoucangetsomeolthese
utIe~lor99pfromP'JblishefslikeWOfdswOfll1aIldPenglin, YOlJ can also get acomplete col
otPoe'sslooesi'lhblor£3.99orso-poker()lJfl(jyoutremainderbookshop
PelefOicklnson &WayneAnderson TheFlighro/DragorrsIPaperTlQer:026.MaI:£13.99
tpill,l-Fanlasisl Dk:kilsonandamstAt1derson co/labofale 00 aspoof nalural hlslor;of....,.
slepIJen SaylOf Catilina's RWe (Raven: O!<p. £6,99 pb. ~448wl- HiSlorical Cfin1e
flClIIej."I.C!alldiusmeelsBrothefCadlaer.seli'lancienlRome

*80 Fowler Sce;:tjosm lnc, (Cape: 0 Ap; £9,99 pb. c2S8pp)- DeblJt JIOVllI from agradJate
o!MaIc:dm6facb.ny'sCreatiwWrilingCOlJfSl!atEaSlAr9iaUniversit)'.Thi~satile(spollhe

Dickrefefence) is narraled by aGod-obsessed wpermarlcet trolley bOfn in 2022. k-orhe­
meet~EdgarMa~oy, wholakes bets 00 metaphysical propositions alld ne'ler loses
Mike Asl1ley (ed) The Mammoth !lookolCMlic FanUisr (Raven: OAp: E6.99lp. c512pp)
-ContnbutorsinduclePratctlell. Adams.MiUlgan, Hl)/tAlso"inclL!desdassicrepMlsafld
rare gems from cooK fanta~rs roots down the ages"
RobertNyeTheLal,I./tShaKespeare(CIlallo&WIfIliIS:OApr:E16.99hb,c32Opp1­
Fanta~ticated biogfapIJy
James Tully The Seoel of Prisoner 1161' Was ThIS Man)ad: me Ripper?(Raven Ap.
n,99pbil ,c4OOppi- Ye1 anc4her Ripper theory
Anne Rice Pandota ICl1allo &WindJ~' 0 Ap: [12 99 lp, 224pp)- F~S1 in anew sefJes of
shonvam>ll'ellO'lels. the~lOfyo/lheeponymOlJ~vamj:irelaSlseeni'l Ol.eenoftlleDatMed
KeilhTopping & Martin Day Or WIle The Hollcw MM (BBC: 06Ap:£(,99pb. 284~)­
The7thDoclOfandAJ:.e\llsillhe;iUageol~lenBndgeeartynellcenl""Y,hometoall\!ll1ber

of very odddlilci"en. ThedoctOfis kKilapped and taken 10 Ll'Illfpool whele he gets involved in
alaKlbelweenadelectiveandaCMllf1al.bothfromlhevillage,~staysWlthaCNnese

lamilylhele.5Calectowsstartlowal1c,andmysteriOlJseventsescalale ....
JoI1nPeeI Or WOO:LegacyoftheDaJeIls(BBC:OS Apr;£4.99pb,24Spp)-Sllsan.the
Ooctor'sfil~tgif5eoompanion.~smissingi'l1he22ndcen1Ury.TheDoc!(I(,a~ea6t

searching forlhe lost Sam jrl1e timelines get a IitUe cordused here). looks for her andfirlds that
the Oaleks Wl!(eIl·t quite a~ 1hor000ghly defeated as hell\oo.Jgll

*RogerRoi)inson{Re)~~nded&ienceFiction(BeeconPublications:Ol0Ap:,£HO

pb.44ppA5pb.lsBN1·B7082HO·71-Ttisis·a'wetibtllfy·ijSlingoloverl.200~ties

based on nomViatkrls fOflhe majOf science fiction and fantasy awards between 1949 and
199T UnlOl1uoately it doesn' lrICiude the BsFAAwards Ithere appears to be someo;lt!iwI!y
ob1il11'lngthefulshortusl~o/tlleeartiefawards).~ewlyJlOVllltha!appealedilthe

$IlortuSl~fOllheHlJ9O. NebuIa,Oklc.Clarke, InlemationalFanlasy, Campbel, Locusand
Work! Fanta~y awards I~ K~led. with Wlrmers nea~y mar1led. SOp from each sale goes 10tl1e

sFFOIJndati(ll'1.andyoucangelrtforE4,OO~P&P(lB.50USllfom6e<x::on.75Rosslyn

Ave.. HaroklWood,Essex. RMJORG.
John Rozum, Alan Savluk & Rlcll Magyar The X·Files: Skirl Deep(litan: 0 17 Ap; £9.99
tp, unpaginated] -Fooral·newsloriesif1thi~~e-inGN, "SurrOlJllded". "Crop Ousler", -Soma'
and'SkJ1l'.!S1er",FOfsorne reason X-FiJes oomi<:s seem to be "eI'fbactyaawn

~PluIWakf,steveAndrews&A!iel(eds)TheWarersrork"sG.urdel'J5clenceFictIon.

Fan!Jsr aoo HorrOf(\'Ialerstone'~: 0 21 Ap; £3.99ip, 204pp ~I. indeled) - ConlnMors
II1dudeJo/mClute.Stepl1lm Baller, Pele' F, Ham;~on, Anne McCanrey. t.IK:tlael Marsl\a~
Smith. Robef1 Rankin. Ramsey Campb€ll, Nel Galman Hitdy,ewnmenoea s&e p6 fOl
mOledetiIJls

*CedficMims W1len We Die (RobInSOl1: 0 May;£16.99hb. c3S2pp)- ThelOfml!( professor
of microbiologyalGuy'~HospilaiexplainsexactJywt1atha~tolhe~atterdeatll, from
physicaldecon1positioo~of({ooSlCpa!hoklgy,near·deathe~l8I1ces.embalmlllg

mummification, luneralnte~alldep;taph~.GnresomelxJlfasona1ing
Maxim Jakubowski jed) The I.Iammolh 800II of New Erotica (Raven: 0 May: E6.99tp
c608pp)-ContriIxJlOlsindudePoppyZ, Brite, WiUSeIf,MarOO.An1is, CeceliaTan.
Garthfnnis, SIeve Pugh,CarlO$ fzquerla& Richard Case Preacher:Ancient HislOl)'
[T~an.01May:£9.99fp.222pp)-El(\lemelylliolent.fOlJI-moulhed(tryflncingapage

without 'luck' on~) and IiS\,l)SIIng comir; booII. Many peopie like Preacl!efandth;nk ~'~ iunny;
rt's won awalds al over1he place alld gained Ofgasmic,eviewsl,om anumber o/illle boys
who saibble tOf SFX, Till Guanianand i·D.I<lon'tliJce~.It'svile, BlJtwhal<lo I know?
Paul Leonard [)( WIIcl: DreamslOllf Moon (BBC: 0 5May; E•.99 pb. 25OWI- '$am i~

reSClJedlromanOlJl-oI-conlrolspaceshipandendsuponamoonwhlChlst~oolysatceof

lkeamstone.amysteriouscryslallinesubstanatwhichcanpreserveyourlkeam~-Of9l'le

YOlJfliV!tmares, She's prtr:1led i'lto aconftJCI belween the mln&rs and ectlIogical prOlesters.
andwhen1heDooOflracksherOOwnhegetsm'Olvedloo .. ,bul 00 the wrong side:
TerranceDicksOrWho:Cara5tro~{8BC:05May:£499pb,248pp)-ThetlurdOoctor

and Jo get caught up in acon!liCl between various races squabblinglorcontrolollheplane1
Kastopl1eria.FItS between the N slOl'ies-Planetof tI1eDaleks"and "The Green Oeath-,Dicks
was Or l+11o SCfipt editor from 1968101974.
StephenCofe(ed] Or WIle Short Tnps (BBC 05May:E599pb.332P!l.n99ab
2x9Omin)-ColI.0I 15Who111an short Slooes; lhe ab has 6. CoolnbiJlors Indude Oal1lel
O'Mahony, wtlo)'OlJlI kIIow from his re\llews and ar1lck!s in VeclOr,whICI1 [i8ts aplug Inllle
authorootes,TheabJ5readbyNidl<llas·Bngatlef·COIJrtneyandSophje·~·Alrted

*Sally Morris &Jan Hallwood Uving With Eagles. MaICllSMorns. PrieslandPublisher
ILuaerworth:012May:t25hb.312ppill.)-Biogrilphyofthefoundero/1heloncly
remembered Eagleoomic,homeloOan Dare, "Knownas'thechampaglepriesl',helived1l1e
ti1' file with hi~ actre~s \llife. be[ieYIng thal sex was given by God to beenjoyed, yel he nev€f

lost sigrt a lhe need to remi'ld his reaclers how 10 beI1al'll alld livewell." Deta~stlom

LUllerwOfll1Press.POBox60,CambridJ1e.CB12NT,T~,01223350B65.fu01223366951

Emaillutterlltlrth.pr~lal.pipex.COII

Webhttp://dialspace.dial.pipex.cOlljlutterlltlrth.pr/
Chris Claremont,fduan:lo Bafreto, Jackson Guiceetal AJiensvs Predalot: Deadliesl 01
the Species (Tdan: 029May; £19.99tp,c32Opp)-lntrociJcljonbyAaymondE Felst, Very
expensivebulwell-aaWl1GNinwhich..-JienandPredatOfmeetf(l(1hethlfdtime',The
d'laracterslnth;sseemfobellJrmngmloytllrstandardsuper!1eroes,oomp!eteWl1l1stupidy
impractical skWT1py coslume~for hypermammary women with no nipples. Ripley i'I T-shirt i1IXl
knickef~ at 1he end 01 AJiencarried a rIice erotic charge, lM ttis i~ gelli"9!lall

*Robert Shea & Roberl Anion Wilson Thell/lJrrunaWsI Tri.Iogy(Haven:Jun (H 1975l:l'9,GG
pb,c8OOppl-FifstUKp.JblicalionlOfsomelimeolll»sailconspifacybook.
RussellstannardAsJIlJndeAJbert:IOO~TridlyScience0ue500nsAnsWllred(Faber:O

Jun:£4,SOpb,c192ppil.)-Childflm'sscienceboolllwhyiswalefwel?WLftthewnblow
up?) by the physic$ professor al the Open Ui'Wversit)'
Mille McCormack Crowe's Requrem(Cape: Jun; £9.99 tp, c256pp) - L~erarylal11asy.

Martin Amls Heal')' Water(Cape: 0 Jun; E14 99 hb. c256~l- ColI, \llitll some stones 01
genrell1terest"StrailllFict<on'isse1lf1aworklwhereeveryonelsga.yapartfromabeleallU
ered straight commufllty: if1 "Career Moves" SCfeenplay wnlers subm~ rI1ell worts 10 ~man·

press line~ while poet~ are Mown !irsl·c!aSS10 LA. and 'TI1eJanilOf on Mars" IS a Dlckian­
SOUfIlingtalei'lwhlchasatdonicrobolhasSl,aogenewsaboullifeflrl1esolarsyslem
simon R. Green Dealhslalkllf Honoor(ViSla: 0 18 Jun: E5.99 pb. S21~l- Science lanlasy
space opera, tourth alld penullimale pan of the liIe and time~ 01 Owen Oeatll~tall\er and
written\llithcheekiyctleerfulawfulness,GoodIun.
AnonDiningooBab)lon5(Bol\fee:019JI61:E14.99tp~.)-Yes,i1·saBao,.;on5

cookbook. with lishes ~ke Tulba Pod Salad and Tweebles. Trees liedlor this, you know
PelerBefesford-ElIlsCe~icMyt/lsafldLegtnds{Rot:inson:OJlJ:£15.99hb.c512pp)­

Thefifstnewtransjatlonlordecadesolm)'1l1~afldlegendsfroman silCelticcu~~res(lnsh

Sc«s,Welsh.Comish.ManxandBleton)
*JeaneneWinlerson TIle24·HOIJrQogand O!herS!ories (Cape. o Jul; £14,99 1tI. c192ppl

- Her f~st col, There'~ awOOd where sleep is iIl6gal. adamCl1(l island where tI1e jewellery is
madeolcoal.and~S1fangenesses

Hugh Bloganjed) Signalling From Mars: The Le1tersofArthurRanscme(Pimko:.hA.£12.SO
tp.c384ppil,)-Corre~pondenceoltheaulhorolSwaIIows'IIdAma1ons

*AngelaClrterShablgaL~(Vlnla!19:JuI:£7.99pb,c512P!l}-Caner'scolleded

jouma~sm afldessays, Rewnmended. 01 COUl'Se.

Mike A.shley (ed) The MaIMlO!fIBooilofMhtJrianLegellds(Raven: OJLJI: ES.99tp,
c512pp)-"Aoomprellensrvecdlec:ti000lSlories:
Votllerfngel&RaCheIAberlyTheMa!lingofGodziJa(Trtan:017Ju(:£9,~lpiM,)­

TW!-'"totheremakeofthegodawlulJapanesemon~tefmo;ie,se1forreleaseon1hesame

<la as 1t'1I~ E is lhe Oscar-Win ;i~ual enecl~ JVIsor on Inde nee OB



BrianA/diss
Oxford

HAI'lt«l just opened my Matrix 129, I was
~erytouchedto see anotice of my Wlle
Margaret'sdeath

Notonlydidsheproduceadelinitive
360 bibliography of my writing, which
BorgoPresspublished.butherpresence
and support lay behind all 01 my books­
right back to the prinitive days when she
hadtoprodocelourcarboncopiesofa
no~el!

Your sympathy is greatly appreciated
Cl

StevePalmer
a..m

AsusuAL,notenoughleedback,eh?The
perennial problem of editors. I thought I'd
bener send you some jolry old feedback
beforeyougomad-allhoughlshould
add1hatone~erylike~reasonfornot

ha~ing feedback is that everybody is
I really happy with Matrix! As somebody
wryly commented to me, pecpie tend not
to write slull saying "all isweU"-they
prefertocriliCIse,Seriously,though,take
Itlesilencetomeanasatisliedaudience

Can I take issue wilh you on Mervyn
Peake?1 suspect his Belsen experience
IS directly referred to in TirusAlone-the
bit althe beginning where he ~isits a
factory. Read it and think of the
concentration camps ,Incidentally,
dld you knowanolher famous 1irst man
IOs~Belsen'wasMichaelBentine?1

agree,though,the 'Titus' trilogy is unique
-a great inspiration to me,especially
with regard to golhicness Modern
authors who make pretence of the gothic
aurasimplyha~etoreadthemaster.

AslorDa~idCurt'slnterestlOg

remarks on si and musIc. as afan of
most of Sting's work I'd say there was
bugger·all sf influence; but one name that
has to be menhoned in this lield is the
German maeSlro of electronic

NarmanFinlay TeulonicnessKlausSchulze,Manyofhis
Edinburgh albumtillesandtracksha~ean slteel

l'loI.l.NSWERI~ your Matrix 130column and relerences, but the musIC itselt IS
where you ask for some feedback, I think redolent of sf imagery _doomy and
you are doing an amazing job. I'm sure gothic in places. cold and anriseptic alld
most people do realise that the work technological in others, elsewhere simply
done by the 8SFA is done by ~olunteers. futuristic. Check out tile dassic Xand
But many societies are the same. Most of Miragelrom his se~enties period, or
the work is done by a few dedicaled Audenlilyand En·Trancelrom the
hands. eighties

If anything, there's almost too much P,S. Still no anime section, SFXls
information in Matnx, \ spent a couple ot beating you on Ihat scorel
hours last night reading Matnx and P,P.S. What IS thiS In·joke about removal
Vector, enloying myself very much (the ~ans? Or ha~e I misread somethlOg?
way you do when much walled upon P,P.PS What about doing apiece on
readmg malerlal piops on to your hall the forthcoming BSFA website? That
carpet) and admiring the layoul of both would be interesting
magazines. P.P'p,P,S.Thal'senoughP,S.'s![01

I was last amember some twenty odd . Anime: there may be something coming
years ago in ltle days of the spirit lup
duplicator. Removal vans: At the Ume the 'Maln'x'

Tonight I'm going to begin reading vanwasspotled,whentt!ePostOffice
[Jack McDevin'sj ~temily Road. 0, had Iosf most 01 an enUre mailing
• Thanks for the kind (If embarrassing) associating the BSFA with any of the
comments - good to have you backl lIoOfds 'Global'. 'Managed' or mdeed

/'ma t'.it worried that you think there's Distribution'provokedvariousrltacrlOns
'almost too much informarion" in Matrix. here. mostly unprintatie
Do you mltan superfluous informah'on? Website: irs actually been up and
Or is the type sizlt aproblem? I'm running for some limit now, put together
conscious filat the print is about as smal! by Tanya Brown-
as it can get while stiN-lhope- http://members.aol.colll/tamaran
retaininglegibility,burifanyonedoes th/Gl
havedifficultypleaslt let me know. A big 1-:....------­
problem is usually deciding what to leave
out of the zine, and in my efforts to cram
as much in as possible Imay have gone
roo/af.

StevePa/merhasalheoryexp!alnmg
thelackofletlers,butit'ssounlikelyir
can~possiblybe true:

cont.:ntscompiaint.iractuallyread
"Andrew M, Butler looks upon
Verhoeven'swork and finds iI"(lfsh the
comma that'sh mishing). Wel!, I thought ir
was amusmg. Perhaps I should have
appendedaneOipsis, but I didnt. It was
an elliptical ellipsis. asir were. The cold
confusionconlusionhappenedbecause/
gor.er.confused,&lrry.

LETTERS·TO

·MATRIX·
i m_ " Ihw§"",-·"'-a

Sendlettersto Mafrix
9Beectlwood Court, Back BeechwoodGrove
leeds,WestYorkshlre,LS42HS,UK

Drema;1 .. bsfa@enterprise.net
Orfax 01327 361661 lanWatson

[:~~~~::a~t~~ ~eJ:r:~::: ~~~ess plifited~ase irdcatettMs deany Not1hanls

.~~-§,vm§oo~,,,,§.;••~n~"~C;~;'~L~~""~R'~';'~(h'~;~~~~S~~~T:'5H:IA:T====~ Mv January mailing just emergedlromthe mysterious black hole or mailbag

.Areasonabiecropoflettersthistime, a Keith Walkerevldently knows rather

trend which Ivery much hope will con- . .Andy Butler ::~:. '~~': ~y~~~ iZ;~e~~i~6ue to
finue! I'd particularly like to hear from you 33 Brook View Dnve. Keyworth. an un!orlunate tirs! and lasl encounter at
if you /!aven'! written before, or are anew .Notlingham, N0125JN the tender age ot 16, uniquely among
member. Whal should you write aoou/? TfI.W(~ lor pUblishing the Iener cr~lCIslng alcoholic drinks I ha~enl been able to
Anythinginthisissue.ofcourS8,and A1epll 5 accuracy In Matrix 128,Wl~the atJqde the taste or smell of gin even in

s.:~~~~:~rg:::~~;::~%~aa;~~s foolish words "at ~ast she [sq ;sn t d disguise, for the past 39 year~
hard sf? Fantasy? SC!ence? Would you :~:~~gti~OI,~tu~~~O~I~lls~~.eYe:~~ n~~t, Quite right, Chris. Beer please. 0

like author profiles?Are you happy wirh I'mreallybrickingit.lndeed,atthe
us runmngsales charts (seep6)?And bollom of that very issue's column she
your thoughts on the BSFA's first forty (sic: _rou get file idea] was a.t it ~gain
years would be particularly interesUng And In Issue 130 she's atlt lWlce. on

Meanwhile, Theo RO$$/Ocks us off the first occasion ha~ing some harmless
with a dig atAndy Butler, and so wins fun at the expense 01 our contents page.
thlslssue·sT·shirt: I look forward to issue 13t, and what she

Theo Rass makes 01 your contents page: "Andrew
Argyll M, Butler looks upon Verhoe~en's work

WHEN Andrew M. Butler tells us (Matrix and finds ~", Shurely shumething
r30lltlat he cons~rs Heinlein's Star· mishing? "Tell me Bulla, how did you
shi'pTrooperstobeanoftensl~enovel. find the film?" "Oh,the usherette showed
heisexpressingapersonalo~nion,as me the way:
he has every right to do,WI1en he tells us Somehow I suspecl there'lI be silence
that 'This is a no~el which insisls that Come, A1epll, do your worst. Ale you
on~ war ~elerans should vote", we may woman enough to bile the hand that edits
wonderwhatthalopinionisbaSedon,ln you?
chapter 2(pp 29·31 in the NEl paper· Meanwhi~,1 hate to say~, but I'm
back 01 1970),when Rico volunteers lor agreeing with Gary's opinion. again. In
Federal Servtce,helstoldcl€arlythathe particular his assessment of Alien
may find himself, nol in the military, but In Delicatessen raltler than Colirl'n' Milch's
alabour banalion or acting as human re~iew,lsuspectthalHoIlywoodplcked

guinea.pig.lor medical re~earch, ,In chap' the wrong director _ theyshoukf've gone
ter12,dunngolllcertrainlng,helsremln· forCaro.ltrealtylelllikeafilmwithan
ded (p153) that "in peacetime MOST' - hour mi.ssing trom it Dominique Pinon
my emphasis - .....eterans come from non· wandering aroulld 10 the wheelchair
combatant auxil~ry services and ha~e (relevance? A sop to the PC brigade?)
not been subjected to the full rigours 01 collecting guns and goodies for no
military discipline'. How does one man· apparent reason. Keeping around failed
age to be offended bya novel Wlthout clones in a room labelled t·7 (and Ripiey
reading~? makes 8). Wiltl that success rate, I'd'~e

Elsewhere in the same issue "Recent Ileld oft with Itle stencilling. And Winona
&Forthcoming Books" wonders whether Ryder,lett to certain death, finding her
TIle Deeds 01 Paksenarrion has previous' way around a ship with no problem. As
~beena~ailableinltleUnitedKingdom. forltlethree.hours-to.save.the-Earthpiot
Andromeda brought in the Baen paper· ('Ripiey, we love you, but we've onty got
backedilion as ~appeared, ten years Itlree hours to sa~ethe Earth.")
ago, I'm not sure that I didn't give ~ a Puhleese. Fortunately Mr Dalkin was
Matrlxpiug myself. in Maureen ISpelle~'s back on form by decalring Alienlto be a
Desert Planet Bookshe~, Intending read work 01 art In Vector 198. BonkerS,l'd
ersshoudperhapsbewamedthatE.llza. say. but he doesnlget out much
beth Moon (iate US Manne Corps), like Nice issue though, but there was a
~Inleln (late US Navy), ,appears 10 be· sense of deja VII when I read the cold
lieve-~erh~rOinecertaln'YdoeS-lhat'l conlusion atAleph's 1001 (bult?),1 know

=,:I,n~tt~~l:s~r~f ~~.e'~:~~~.g~ ~~a~~~~~:::a~:~ ~~~ ~9, but do
who bnd thiS altitude ollensIVe will ha~e •Aleph is not at all confused about hir
~;a~OWhard, ,. or miss anotherfrne gender, but Andyclearlyis, As ro the

~~~~~~~~~~----mailbox-
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•Ht!te's anotherolregularrorrespondenl
PhilipMuldowney'SsplendcJyWlde­
t3ngJ1'lgleners:

PhjJjplrllJldowney
lCo4esonR/tBiltemePark.

SoutflamI1cn.SOJS1HG
V(lIledtooalsoood:ssowisltul!~1hat

\lllUk,andonJylWOlenersnresponse ...
IlOwthehelcidlheRoyalMa~manage

10 lose several hlJlllted packages posted
Il'IbuII'M!neseemstohavebeenoneol
them as we! What are the odds that you
WII nOl get a delVJne reply as 10 whal
happefled .. have you noticed that.
even more so lhan ever Ialely,when
something goes wrong and you tackle
ooe of these Ilebulous behemoths you
gel nowhere fast? W'hether~ is a public
orprivale company, the actual response
is somewhallhe same, from ignonng you
completely 10 what must be a
mastelclass inobfusca!ion. They ale
tondol an lhe usual customer relations
bll,butmore oltefl than nolany reply IS a
Ielter 01 terrible po&1ess, but 01 no
practlCal usetutness al al. It 1$ ~ke

wrestilgawnllh!
TheeptSOdewitl~rC.Clart.eand

thepres.sleavesanacn::llaSleinone's
/OOUItI. One can twlly say tatbd alone,
because !he 'Mde caboocIe "Ilt~ Il'I
lhe~walersWllhavengeanc:e.A

coteneolJ3dedJOUfTlalists.overpowered
Wlth !he emJIoI anolherroyaJtnp. make
a cal$paWoI aIaITlOLlS c*1 man. wi1h a
calurrrtyolsensationalsexualassertJOns
01 paedophiacnatUfe. It is an
unpleasant comment M the true nature
01 the Btitish press lhat because the story
hadsomanyCOMeClionsll\atpressed
the appropriately slimy editorial button­
Royalty I child sex I exotic klcalionl
famous beslsellingauthOf-thal lhe
whole pack ran with the sad parcel 01
gartlage.Truth? Honesty'Naw. those
are casuamesof reporting my dear. And
yet. by the very nature ot the lact that
ArthIJfClarkeleltlheneedtoissuesuch
a de!ailed rebullalol a petsooal nature.
some 01 lhelOOdwil stick, which is the

i'Isdousnessotlheexercise.
The GlIill'lianol 16 March saysthal

!he reta~COI"ISl.«ancyVe«it1suggests

thal thewor1dotbooks isgoiog 10 be
COfl'o'lJsedbyapneewar.Thegisloli:
beilgthatwitllheAmerican~

BordershaWlllboughlBooks.ElC,WIIh
!he othef AmericanpI Bames& Noble
exper::tedlObuyl1lOUleUKmarket,and
With Walerstorle's I Dions merglf'lg I1lO

the HMVgroup. the scenelSsel Iora
fl\tIt okI knockabout on pnces.lormarkel
share let us hope so.

WIIh price comparisonswi!h a Iotot
countries,BritainisanexpensiveplacelO
live. long belore lhe recent nse in the
pound,the scandal 01 high prices for
things like cars, COs, white electrical
goodetc have been well documented.
This applies equally as well to books,
particular!ylopaperbacks-which 01
course do notfigule high in the
Iiscounting stakes. The average priceot
a British paperback is ncr.v£5.99,ltle
average pnce oran American paperback
lSoow$5.99. GiYen a conservative
exchangerateolSI.6()'£1.00.lhetrue
coslolanAmencanpaperbadl:instering
is £3.74. So the American paperbadl 1$

38%cheaperthanitsBrilisheqllYalent.
ThaII$~scmetIw1g.,.i:isnow

SIf1llIelobltylTlp)fledr"el¥Arnefcan
papertladlsalleast20'4Cheaperll\an
lhetr probable Bnbshequrvalents. Case
Il'IpoIl'Il.ll'IlhepaslmonthlboughtDaYld
HaI!weI's YeatsBeslSF2(USpnce
$5.99)1or £4.75 Il'I london's Forbldden
Planel,OrsonSco!tCard'sA.\lin
Journeyman (US price $6.99)lor £5.50 in
Books,Etc

Take twdbacks. Average new British
hardback liction is £17.99. Average new
us hardback S23.00. Again at
$1,60..£1.00,lheUS lIardbackis£14.37
That is 20% cheaper than ~s Br~ish

equivalent. II is possible 10 buy Fantasy&
SFand Asimov's for £1.90 in Fortlidden
Planel(UScost£2.95)..mileBritish
magazines ~ke Inlerzone and QJyssey
coal £3.00.

So what is goiogM? Priceslor
non-<tscounted books in the US are 20'4
10 40% cheaper than ewer here. The
exchangeraleisnatasqilicanllactor:
it's been arOU'ld $1.60-£1.OIllorsome
tme. So wtIal? EconorrIes 01 scale? Do
ArnencansgelpaJdless'(NcMlherelSa
,oke.)OI' are the Bnnshbook-buylng
public gelbf)g npped 011. as Il'I so many
aleas oIll'ItemallOOal pnce compansons'

Aloolnote to an lhis:lifta\lQfl. In 1965
the average US paperback was £1.75,
Illeaverage British paperback 316. 17.5p
in dea'nalaised money. So at $5.99 and
£5.99 for your average paperback. US
book intla~on comes out at 3.42% over
33 years, wllile Bfitish book inllalion
comes oul at 34.22%. A crude estimate
maybe,butasoberingonenevenheless.

Jon Grimwood's piece was
interesting. The amazing thing is how
quJcklythe reality is starting 10 catch up
with 1he lietion,and as Grimwoodstates,
how the vocabulary 01 cyberpunk was so
quicldysubsurnedinto1tlegeneral
vocabularyWasilonly13yearsagothat
NellOlTla/'lCiN was produced' I must
adrM to some amusemenl al
Grmwood's amalemenllhat Gibson was
aaualy uSlnQ a ilWIJaltypewnter, as
thotql he was stilltMnga Model T
Ford How""" foe beVl6Wingthe present
day PC in 15 year's tine? ArtlIac:l
obseIescencegrowsapace.Sowilyou
be the onetosheloutoo a new
super-wonder ligital tv that lheywilbe
Iryingtollogyouin Ihe not too dslant
Mure?

VoudonotcollectI7.000books,you
amass them. Trouble is. foe an expect
collecting 10 make us money. I went to an
sfcollectables show at Farehama monlh
orso ago, and this was full 01 OOZeflso!
dealels, in plastic figures to posters.
without a boolr: in sighl. The amazing
thingislheseriousmoneyinvolved,Over
£l00forindvidual Starwatsl;gures. and
over £500 Ior early Star Wats play sets.
fl.Je lhese going to be worth anything in
twenly years !ime'

Nrfttay,lhewaythingsare!JOlOQlfl
publishilg. it you are QOlflQ 10 be able 10
read previously published books by
pracIIcaIyalslauthors,lhenwewilal
haYe 10 be coIeclors haunting the
second-hand bookshops andspeaalisls
'TheSllUallOnlorany!twlgthalwasnol
pubishedliYemrlU1esagolSgelbf)g
realydesperalelwfWIOaboutthelTld­
and backiSI being destroyed, but so IS
evef)1hlngelselGl

" We Also Heard From: Pete Lsncuter
and Peter Mabey, who wrote calds 10
say that cid RJeed ger /he JiWFeb
mailing-thanks!SteveJefferyprOVlded
his usual essential dissection. Richard
Stubblngs sent an email giving details of
guesrsigningsmhisbookshop.bul
neglecredto say where the shop was or
provide an address or tetephone number.
PleasenotethafJdon'tpersonsllyhave
emsl/:rheyarefotwardedfOmebypost
and / can~ rep!yOf make enquiries
lNlSessyoug;ve me a way fO COIltaClyoul

Verbal feefbac/( came from vanous
people, i'dKing Viii; Lee France, who
pvrscaftokklgarwrdmymm.l*lgego,
as dd Jutie rd/er: Lee I.folItgomeM
~nlerzone DepvtyEcitorj,wfIottris/ha1
MalnxlS1JIand .. d's i!<eann-Ilight
maganne",txnshe~toughtme

apnltirsl-Ofheral\lcstaMfIO(f:lrliie
Ford{Siipertanj,wfIo'sjUSlifatiy
aMOyed /ha/lhe eK'flfS istJngs cany
l!enlSoIlltmsfonlylO/isI'Oflan5:John
D.Rlckett(superchaxj. ...nol$loolond
tor my OWl'! good: and Mark Plummer
(superlurryanimal}, whonolOtllyproVKJed
lIlValuablfladvrceanddiscusslononfhe
fannishcontenroflhezinebuJals;,
boughtmeanother(inlCheers!A
number of people said how much they
tnjoy9d Jon Courtenay Grlmwood's
(superaUlhotJarlicle;hawaboutwrih'ng
next time? The authors who give so
generously deserve more lhanks rhanl
do ..

Thanks to eVm'one, andhOpe 10
hear Irom lots more ofyou next fJme'

-Chns

-------------points arising-
,'1. couple 01 tI'lI'lOf polfIts: says Mart Plummer 01
MatrIX 130, eausn;;t that familar hearr·SIliGng
sensa!lal. "The UartIl'I MiIat omnibus (pSI doesn~

ncludeNlirslltveenovels,aSSUflWl9ttleconletlts
are as stal!d. Those are ttle second,ttwdandloLrth
books; the first is the wonderl1J Aa:. SiJIilate and
Aby Slarvation (fourth Estate, 1987)".IThe FOIXth
EstatecataloguehasllwrllOgtoo,lhen.!

·A1so.youmayWlShtohaYeawordwilhAleph
~.lflabldtoclarify\'ftlichBridge1isslafldingfor

TAFF. roodd"teS the waters stiD lurther [p24J. IllS ot
course Bridgel Hardcastle, as stated in the
'(Xl(rections' section,andnot Bridget Wilkinson as
A1eph Implies. Unless this is some kind ot subtle joke
that I'm complelely missing .. ".[That's it, mal's if!
Yes. it was ajoke. Honesr. (Exit, Vtlryquickly·A
'The credit tor the Rachel PoIlack photograph on
page 3 ot Malnx 129 got partialry Iostsomewhefe in

!he 1"I\lfIg process 11 was taken bit Roger
Roblnson.

·The~olN,leeWoodontheooverot

Vectlr 198 was taken by, er, me (ctuis Terran), al
the 1997 AnIu C. CIaJke Award ceremony al the

"""""""""-
'Typos ueep in: Jeff Noon's CIaJke Award
short\isted novel is NymfiJomariort. not Nymhomation
asallegedoopage3onMalnXr3f).

,In 1985 I Ofdered larry Nlven & Jerry Poornelle's
then forthcoming novel Footfa~ trom a Leeds
bookshop. and was looking to.'Ward to readng it (hey,
we all make mistakes). A week Ialer Ilried 10 pick it
up, and was standing by the counter holding the darm
lllingwhen lhe assistant safe!, "Ot1, sorry. I can' let
you have it. Il's not published until next week.:

Thisdoesnlllappenanymore,Publicaliondates

are more Iile , .. gl.IdeIinesthesedays. and unless
there's some speaal reason - newspaper
seriaisalion, a legal pmbIem - you1 oItefl see books
onsaleweeksbelcretheotlicialdayolpLtiicabOft.
Forinstanoe:inlhecharlOllpage6lheWaterslont's
Glide 10 SF, . . appears al no. 16. Thiswaso/fiaaly
putished on 21 Apri,yetthedlanoo'yooverssales
up 10 15 ApriI- the book was on sale alleast a
lortniglt beIore ~ shoutdhave been.

So although 'Recent & ForthcorTing Books" grves
publication dales....nere known. lhese should be
treated with some caution. This can matter: it you're a
colleclor. lhe exact publication dale of a lirsl ed~ion

can make an enormous lifference to lhevalue of a
book; even one day's dJlle/ence between the
publication dates 01 the us and UKedilionsot, say. a
Stephen King novel can drasticaltyaltel lhe prices
each can fetch. 0



A Very Special Campetilian, wilh a Very Special Prize
SmplyanswetlhefolowrngqueSlJOOS:

I. Who,as parlol1he NorWIdl Group al 1he 1ITll!. can reasonably daJlTl 10 have
flII'oducedlionel Fanttlorpe IOtandom(orYlceversal'

2 Who will walk Il'IIO a pubanddamapntol1llsowo°when helindsone sermg
both'Robnson's'and'OwdRoge(?

3 Who was 1he author and p.lblishef 01 MKfsliJgh?

4 Whose firS! conventIOn was the R'ICl'CKOI'I al Wlcken House whdl had Waiter
Gilling$ as Guest 01 Honour?

5 Who was !tie !lfsl employee 01 Chase tdannanan Bank la gel a company loan 11
order to buy his own PC?

6 Who. as publisher of Beccon Publicatioos,has been responsible tor such
BverseworkSas:

•blbhograpllles of Ken 8ulmerand Barrington J. Bayley:
• The Old Grey Wassail Tesr.
• On Filldey Moor.
• Tile Drunken Rabble Pro/ecr.
·rhreebooksot'Drabbk!s'
• Labynnrh 01 ShadoiVS:
•Tom HolI's Bme' Lemmmgs:
• There afe NEVER Enough Mushrooms'

7. What was the name 01 the fan Guest of Honour al Confabulalion. the 1995
EaSlercon?

8 Name aperson who provKled many oIlheCO~ and SlQllatures thal appeared
IlJohnClule·sSClenceFICIion:T1le/luslIaled~.and...mohas1he

same name as !he answers lOaltheotherquesllans.

9 Whowaslhefirstlanloappeilll1thelilalsolFifteenIo01eonlelevlslon?
10 WhohelpedaealeFnendsolFol.ndaoon.andlTllM!dlheSaenceRcboo

FOl.W'IdallOnColedJonlromStratlotdlOlhel.JnM!nltyolL.Nerpool?

11 WhorecentlylosthtsaJlectloooflirst.aayoovers'llf1en1hebankvautlhewas
Iofcedtl ston!!hem InklfllSUrance purposes was lIooded by awater ma1l11

12. Who was the ChalfTTlan in Absenba of FotyCOll In 19881

13 Who raises enormous amount of money tor chanty. alOI'dinales Iandom's
COllIributlOnSIoBooksFOllheBlind.andhelpsselecllhesttillesll\alare

"""dod'
14 Who is regularly assumed to have been amembef Of ooe of the 8ec:c:tln

comminees bul can Ilonesdy cry. "Not gulltyr?

15 Who has sel the last 50 compel~ions in Marrix"

------------competition extra-=r
liiiiiir'r"ii~.,ii,..r'9;r~-r,.iiili

1999 BSFAAWARDS
Awards Administrator

CHRlSHlU
By the IIITlEl you read It.s the 1998 BSFA Awards wit have been announced 1have enpyed my first year adminislratlflg the Awatds ...--------,
and look IorwaJd 10 the next lot. Hopefuly I wI put IntO praetx:e the ltwIgs lleamedon the way. espeaaly about wntrlg ballot papers _ Send nominations to
Iikt remerrilemg 10 rdJde slots !of name and membership tunber. gM"lg dates !or when I want h!m relUmed on the baIot as we! Chris Hill
as In Ma.ru:. bew1g a blIlTlOfe carel~ In my prooIrealing . , Thanks to everyone who partJapated. and gaY!! me encllUragemem The Bungalow
l1mg what has been a tawty ditfiait year Evingar Road
Youcanseeltle~sonpage3.andlnthemean!lTleIWOllldiketldearupafewbdsandple(:eS. Whitchurch

·1 have rrlO'o'l!d house sincewriling!he pieal tal Maair IJ(), my newadlkess is in the box on lhell\t1l. but lhe phone l'MJIl'terand Hants.
emaI address remain ltle same. Do not worry ~ you senl balot papers or any Ieners loh previOUs adlkess -lheywil have been RG287EY
redrected. <xemail
·twouldlike lO apologise lo Paul J. McAuley tor gellltlQ the bile Of his novel wrong on ltJe ballol paper and press releases. It should cphlll@enterprlse.net
beChildoflheRJver.1lO1ACtlldollheRrver
·1 had aoonvnenton a ballot paper regarding the short Slones thal were I1O/TlInatl!d from Back BramReduse. The answer to the <pJeSllOn. "Trouble IS. who reads Back Bram
Recluse" IS enough people tor stones from ~ to make rt onlo the shortlist and get voted on in ltJe tlfl3l ballot. Remember. I did no! deade what appeared on the final ballol­
you. the membership, did. And ~ stones from a smal·press magazine appearing on the final ballol ern:ourages people 10~ the magazines a uy then surely that is A Good
Thing.

Finally, yOll can now slart sending In nominations lor the 1999 BSFA Awards. More on this next issue. but in the meantime here is a quk;k reminder of the categories

• Best Novel firsl published in the UK in 1998. • Best Short FIction whose first appearance is in 1998. • Best Artwork whose first appearance is in 1998

You can nominate as many ~ems as yoo like. al any time during the year. Please send your nominations 10 me, Chris Hill, at lhe address above
-Cflnsl-lilt

Kevin
Comment on Text
Actually 1998 BSFA Awards

Kevin
Comment on Text
1997



GARRY ·
Garry Kilworth recently delivered a
talk at the BSFA London Meeting in
the Jubilee pub near Waterloo
Station. This is what he had to say
about moving Scotland to New
Zealand. a planet called Trevor,
cricket in the Crimea, and why he
stopped writing science fiction.

I'M YEll' RAnwD 10 br iSkrd to be ~ gUESt al the London BSFA Group once'

agall'l, not tM lust beause these Wiys I'm not ~lIy permved to be ill

5(ll1I'I(fficboownlft'.
But though IMVtrl', wntlen ill full-bkloded ~ult ~ novd for some tune. I've

INi"Vftcused WTltu'lgshortsist0ne5 illId two yens ago I won tht'Ouldren's
Book oIlhe Ytdr' award for ill fllmy sobd si novd. 1N fltrtll( Kid. I've also JUSt
finIShed wortlllg 00 a PoIynesw1 fanwy epIC wludl lSiK'tually set 011 a p.JraJld
Earth mi though Ifs not sf It xm IM s.Jrnt sort olshd: from I'NIllSbum cntK:s
,h'

The NaVi~'orMn3S' sems Ills ill solid Nsrs 01 myths and~ whKh I'~e

roIlecM:1on my trav$1Il thr PWK The"'uId I'v('set up ISCollJedCJrm,nw illId
l'vt' now wnltm some 350,10) words on the strange voyages undem.ken by my
~n~nheroesMldhmllneS. Thr~voyagl'-mdttu.sseemedtoupsdboth

INUISlream cnt1C5 md A1nmcMl publishers - IS 10 a fourth ~twy Bnbm
uWmted by Celtle!nbe. To Me tlus le.wble III my parallel world 1100 to
move Bntalll to the ~T1IPtual pllSlbOl'l of New 2n1and and \os(> New Zealand
sornewhmm Iht fog and nustsof the northem henusphere.

Thus, when Maonwa~ first set foot on a largtlS1and mthe south of theu
gnoatOCWl,11 IS ScotJaooon WhKhIheytreOld [n thIS way I rould havl' a guide
takmg my re~er 11110 whal would otherwise bt an unfathomable PoIynt'SliUI
world ofslRngegodSilnd wetfd prarnres,The reader IS on the same voyage 01
dOOlVery as a captured Ceh from the Blaclwater Clan of Southern Scotland
ThIS topographical shuffhng. morder to get a dash ofcultures,aU seems very
reasonable to me. No ITIOn! unllSual say, than dwarves md gJaJllson a quest for
a nng. or alien monsters bursting out 01 eggs. Yet Amerinn publlShm shunned
Lt with Iwrror and a well-known Birmingham bookseller signalled with a waggle
01 hIS hand that It was not really fantasy. [alwaysfindita littleastOllisJung that
when 0111' tries to producesomelhing a little different from the wads of other sf
and fantasy OIl the shelves, experts In Hnaginative fichon suddenly become
ultra-eonservatlVe mIhelrvlews

Nonetheless, SC1enc~ hctlon and ItS assoCIated genres have alwa~ bi.'l'fl my
hIe blood. I grew up readmg Ray Bradbury, John Chnstopher, John Wyndham
and Bnan Aldiss, ThaI IS. I prefer my sI to have soft edges. ['ve ncverbecn a
great fan of (Iarke, Asimov or Hcinlein novels, I like their short stories, and!'ve
nothing against hardware pt, st, bUll fmd them lacking in colour and
charolcterisation, Science is not a favouritesubjectofmine,butlamintertSted in
thesltuahOll$ which science throws our way

For LnStance, I expeet you heard about those guys last year who discovered
another IWO Earth-like planets. These worlds had a sun the size of ours and were
about theSolll1ll distance away - in separate solar sysle1ns [presull1lI4 so are
likely 10 bf beanng some ku'ld of life/arms. Two guys, two planets. rheard them
bflllg IIlterviewed on RadIO 5 live. When they were asked if they were gomg 10
name the planets after themselves they said no,they would probably dloose
latinnames. PeopJeoftm do name stars after themselves though, and are qUIte
enhtled to do the same WIth planets. I thought aboul this as I dron'along,
thtough the dark winding country roads 01 Essex.

~llf.lthought-SC1encefictJonwrilersMt'alwayssaying'whallf,for

some reason - what if the names 01 the two guys were Trevor aJ!d Kevm?Qulle
possib!e.Lotsolordllllrypeop!e,evenastronomers,Mt'caIIedTrevorandKevtn.
And 01 rourst they would have been JUSbfied III IW1Ung pL.mets after them5eh~
as they dJSCO'itf'eC! them Thtse lWO planets werenol th.at far away from Earth­
3Shghtyears-andlrsprobablethalonedayaspacestllpfromEarthWlllre~h

them, So you tun' thIS smuno whereby the commander d. ltIe spacesh!p IS

smdlllg ilIl emtN mewge b.ck to Earth, ~Houston. Houston. ""c're
approaclung Kevm.~ Doesn't sound nghl, does It? LosesaIlllSdr.unabc rontmt.
TV~llngsWOlllddrophke~stone,espeoillyiftheywen.'l'l·ttoocareful~t

therwnesoltheJSlroNutsthemsdves.lunagu'lCconfllSlng~gt5Ide.

1'rtVOr IS orbIttn8 Kevu1, wtule Kevm IS Iindlll8 on Tfl'YOf.~ By that tune there
wtII be ~ wholt bunch 01 newly disrovered plintts. all named aftCl' back-Vrden
astronomers: Nomwl. AIbm. Cli~, Jeremy, Ni~ SIwron, Dtbble, LornIlW, .
lIltmsbng.riI?



KILWOR1H
Let's Go To Trevor!

And when you tlunk aboutl!, th~ word 'Earth' permeates our whole rulture
hls'fllustronfinedtosoenceprqectshentersrehgIOll,hterature,pohtksand
even'dav speech. On on.. of our n('Wly dIscovered planets, lor Instance, the
l.onfsPravl/'l' "''OIIld stale

Thy Kngdom alITle, Thy wiI be done
O'l TleYOf as 11 IS Heaven

And lYords"'uth's poem -Sonnet Composed on Westrmnster Bndge· would
t!ez1R with the hne:

$tIaron has IIOl anyttvng 10 show mote law:
Dun would he be 01 mindl'ltlo could pass by
ASlghtsotouchingtnilsmajesly

On Dill' plane! Oliver Stonc's third movie in the 'Vletnam' Inlogy would be
called

HeavenandNigeI

IVfNllOltleemycountry
AI Trevorty tIWlgs above

TtvsKevm.ttusreaJm.lhIsEngland

ThefearelOOfelnthlngslnHeavenandDebble. Hotano,
Than are dreamt 01 1fI your philosophy

ThehsllsloHgandtllejokesgrowweaker.
To get b'Kk 10 the question rasLed myself as [was composing th.is talk: why

ltavt'1 stopped wrilUlg sf novels? It's something lhat'sbeen bothmng mea 101
rt'«'I1lly. Not because [lhLl1L there's somfltUlIgsupenor abouts!, and l/\fenor
about ~l.Lmal fantasy or 1I\Y oIher genre - to me as;m llnagwhve wnter they"re
oneand thl.' same thUlS: they comr out of the SoIITll" deep mterestLng wdl. No, It's
been bothmng ITll" brolu5t I'~ ntVtf med II befort.l SOft 01 SlOpped wntlng si
novtlsbydefaull-andhmarearoupltolreasons.

Ont, I w.n eammg very little lTlOl'ItY WrIting si 1lO\'ds. WhiIt I was wnlUlS
fWt·hmr. that wasn't UlIportanl, but when I~ a fuU-tune author, relymg
on my eammgs for the mortgagt and grocenes. II bK'amta hell of a lot mort
Imporl;ml. My ~ sf novel, Alwlldmorli, wInch Iool SIX months to wnte,~
mly a few thousand coptes and rt'iIh5ed a Iotal of 0,£00 [I was a 50Iid little
bool [have wntten 0IIe Ol" two poor sf J\O\'e15, but that wasn't one of tltem. My
f~ anmul fantasy, Hlfnlt(s Mwrl, eventually realised f.65.(XXl. It also sold half a
mllhon COpies m condensed form via Rtildtr's Dlgtsl and book c1ubs,;md
wldt'l1edmyreadmgpubhcconslderably These d\/fert'l1ces ne hard to Ignore
when you havca family 10 suppon

Two, I was runnmg out o/Ideas for 1000g sf. Alter a plethora of wntersover
hall a century have been dlummg out sf ideas, you begll1 to realise you have to
be lecnly lI1terested in the heart of the maller to fll1d new ones - which [wasn'l
Thl'fl.' aTe some flflE' llard sf authors around - Stan Roblll5Orl, Steve Ba~ter,

Cwyneth jones, Paul McAuley arid many more - to whom si Ideas seem to come
eastly [felt I wasn't fit for comhJt any Iongt'f. I w.n Nttlt-wNry, sW\lllnung
agaltlSt the hde, and would soon be' III debtors' pnsm 11" Ididn't wnlt' sometlung
that eamed a bd of money

So Istopped wntlngsll\O\'fts. atlml: for .dults. However, 11" you thml that
wnhn& for kids IS ilIly taSIer,you have to get Into It to find out how wrong you
art You actually can gn away With a Cl'Itam amount 01 mp UI the adult 51

world,but 1I1 thellds'semon you're upagaUlst an army of So:hool·teachers and
hbranans,ilIld thtywoo't let you getaway with shoddy goods of any 1.1I1d kids
don't buy books. adults do, and wht'l1 It comes to thelT chIldren they'rt more
dlSCtmmgaboultllesrtastelhanwhen they buy bools for thernseh·es. jeffrey
Ardln IS OK for for mom and did, and even fOf It'~her, but offspnng need 10 be
Nucated as wd! as entemmed, so they m.1b sure 11'5 wtll-wntten arid daIs
pDSllwely ""Ih JaOaI dl5CflnunatJon. per concerns, bullym.g.. drugs an school
and other UlIporUnt ISSUeS-

No matter how hard Wt' lTY tht' Idult bool world continues to treat si and
fantasy as a S«OI'Id-ralt' hterature arid I can't ever 5t(' I1 chmgmg - the literary
snobs art loo firmly l"IOOlflC'fd on tharhlgh throoes· and they refuse 10 evm lTY
to understand fonns of wntlng whKh are only different In the WilY they treat the

,,'*"MOTl' rtrnItly rve begun wnhng lustoTlcal novtls, set around the Cnme,m
War. Some percephve person once wrote that history IS the SCI('IK(' fiction 0/ the
past. They probably meant prch,story,.o~ at least medieval history - somethmg a
httle/urtherbackthantheCnmea,butltlstruethalthepaslUltercslsmaIlysfand
fantasy readm as much as tht future.

WntUlg historical war novels was in fact just a short progression from wnhng
fiction based m myths and legends. Creat battles,OI\Ctlhedust hassettle-d,tale
on a rnytlucal quality ThOSt' who take part In them WIth acts of heJOl5n\ or
stuf'ldlly- wllaltver-btcomtJa.rgerthan hfewllh each rtlelhng of the Ialt
TIme, also, h.n an tWtK reel 10 11, stn'tchang and ",";111'108 TuTll.' bo.>ron'Ies a
tWllbleShtel aslhose rerountUlg theaetlOn Irv towm en'r..- part oftht'
battlefieldalonce lnsbort the whoIt tlung lilles on a surreallluahtv Sownllng
and rtJdll1glustonc.alnovtls-eventhoughbasedsoIK1lyon fact-b«omcsas
rnuchilllexnciselorlheunagwbonasfantasyOfsf

I said that htstoncal war novels werl'Slmply a progrtsSlOfl from my PoIYl1C5lan
f;mtasy.ThlSlStruealsooflheuseolJl.'5('archedmaten.aI.ThtPoIynestanbools
needed authenhcily of rulture and hl5lorybetllnd them. They nl't'dl'd to be locked
mto rtJlity somewhere to anchor what wO\lld otherwise be wClghtlf'5S dnftmg
fiChOll.So too With histoncal war novels,Ollly mort so. The mtefl"St for the rtadl't

Isoftl'l1 Ilot UI men kllhng men, but in the unusual 9uirky blls
I mean thmgs like the fact that when an army of sl~ty·thousand legs marches

across the RUSSian steppes 01\ a tw()-mile front. the stampmg of thClr boots
temfies all the wtldhle In front of them. The sokhen become a sohd mass of
beaters,withmK't', wease!s, stoats, rabbtts,hares,9uaiL pheasanlS,partndge>and
a plethora of other crealUrtS scrambling or Dymg befort them. desperate to get
0\11 of the waym tlus mulh-hrnbed monster.

OJthe fxt that when the RUSSWI C<lnnons opened upon thest30.(XXl Bnhsh
and Fl"l'ftCh sokhns from the helghl5 of Alma, the Snts saw thl.' IlIISSlIes bounong
~ the ground towards them,. and merely parted ranls to let them through
WIth KUffingph~ such as, "No NU!~ or ·Wid~"

Or the fact that whmllll' Battle of Alma was l/\ full Dood, With a hailstorm of
builds beuIg exchanged between RUSSIan columns and Ihi.' Bnltsh lme, and
cannonsblastmgandshellsnplodlflgoverhead,oneBnhshstalfoffKerlosthls
reason He then rode up and down be!v.'een tht two balllll1g amues, hlS eyes Wild
and bloodshot,shouhng at BntlSh regiments, ·Don'tfire- they're fnends· don't
fire_they'renotthememy ...·.Thisparhcularofficcrfrustratedthefighhngon
both sides as eacll tlme he did hIs run between the two forces, the bault stoppe<!
for a few moments whiltofficers Uldecd tried 10 assess what was happenll1g.

Dunng the lull which followl'd the third run of the mad stall officer, a caustlc
lnsh VOlCt growled out - "Somebody shoot that Silly bastard, for God's sakes, so
we CMl all get Ofl WIth It and gohornt':

It ISUl lhestrathn nunor touches lhal the real heartofsuchrtOvl'lshes-and I
thUll ['ve tilled mough now. Perhaps weQn ha\'e SOIlltIlUl'SllORS .'

-Cl c..'rvAtlaurrll1998

'Land-of·WsIs,1tte finaJ patt oIGany's 'NavtgalOf Kngs' rriogy, IS ClAn
hatflJacktromClttilnMayab'tgwiltttlepaperbac:kollttesecondVQ\me, The
PrinctlyFlower.
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gralTUTll' - so ",·t ongwllv f~ qUIll' a probltm III

both defuullg the dlffermc'tS brtwten 'medl</l' lnd sf. ~
wht.." lilt genem was both, and how to convey that dlffemKt 1
IOpoll'llna]lJIt'IJ\bm. . '9

Whilst &/Iyk>n 5, as ImlSlOll, IS pMty uruque, 11 comes from .,
<I long and nobk>tr<llhbOl'l of other sf genres: Sl"IUI novels,conucs
and cNpter plays Ul both radIO and CUK'fIIa.So to do BS JUStlct' Wt'

fcll \\'cnl.'l'ded 10 explore all thesettungs:lkalwayw("d have a clearer
view of when', when and how the show's creator J. MlchaelSluczynski
()ms) changl.'d things around withm the narrative structures of modem
teleVISion OUT chOIC'l' of GUl'SIS of Honour was oov,ouslygoing to be the lynch
pin III ma~lI\g all thest' diverse media open 10 our membm, so we put a great
deal of work into who wc wanltd. and why. I ronstructed a 'wlsh I~' of perfl.'C1
lllk'SlS.lms. Harlan E11LSOl\, lames WhIle, Bryan Talbot and Jack Cohen .•. and
w... ",'mtlowoB.

It tooL about mne months 10 perswde fInS we I,.ere SMO\J$, and after wt' had
wred !urn we sWitched our i1ttf'lltlon to HiItbn. He doesn't do I1\iInY UK cons,
SOlt ,,'as hard work penuoJl!Lng him hf"d f'lIJOY'fM Wrilp. Wtf'lllJcN h..imm tht
SilI1'll' wily Wt tnhred tvtryone: tht' prosriImmt was tilt most ImporUnt
tltmtnt, and Wl' "'f'llt out 01 our WilY to show why t!ut pmKuliIr lIldi\'Khw's
mput was \1ta1. In ttrmS of wilnttngtonplore how sf has deoo1'loptd thIS
renturv, we felt we Ilt't'dfd iI New W~v ...· author as ""tU iIS i1n Eldl.'J $tiltesman
tOrotJntf'lbalaoo' the tv gentrilbon represented byvns.)amts Whil......·as the
obvlO\lschOlreforEldcrSlattsm~n.~nd ...·ashlghlychufledlobeasledNOIhalf
as pleased as JIllS and Harl~n wm lhat hl"d ~greed - they ~re both bIg fans of
Whlte's·SectorGl'l1l.'J~l'slonts.

Wt saw comics JS a Vital bndg... between tht wntttn word and lhe mOVJJ1g
Image, Comics werl" lhere first, illustrattng the fantastic Imagery of space, Lnnl.'J
and outer, and wererognlsed thenel'd fora strong 'vISual' presenct'. Bryan
Talbot, Lnmy humbleopllllOll, IS our grealesl hVlllg romJcs artlSl, as well i1SiI
ventable trl'ilSUrl' house m lhe subfKt of con\lC!i histOry, He took ~ lot of
pmuadUlg When ...·eflT'St asked hmt, he'd n('Versem as,and ongmally turned
u5do....nbtcausehl'ltlth.t·dnotgl\·evtrygoodv.lul"Butwtdidn't~lhlS
lme-upolguestsby tallTlg, '0' for an answer, md ltept m oplall\lllg that 11 was
hIS comICS t\pertlSl' wt' wanted, not any 'knowled~' of B5 Wt didn't GlTl! If
ht',j I\('\\'r 5E't'JI It' lll(llly, hf'g.vt1Tt, and IIas SlnctC,Iught Up"'1lh aD ofB5,
.11<I I) such an enthU5WI1C guest tlut he's brought on bNrd Ptter DilVld, jo/In
RIdKi-","'avand Mile (oIhns. Wt'Vt given all of thtm tht So1me bnef: romt.1I<I
tall<lbout ....hat you're mttrtsttd III It cIOI5n't havt 10 bt BS,as king as I1
CIlllln!ll.ltes tn tile o\'erall theme John Rldgeway, WM'S a big L\rn D!lrt fan. IS

Bryall Talbot

glVlllgatalLOIItlleHlStofyofSFUlustrahonandhasalreadybf'm.WOfLUI8011u
for a year. MileCoIlms, who's drilWlT\g the new as (OI1U(, has aetu<Jlly chosen to
centre Ius 'adaptatlon bttwem moving amagt and COfnlCS' t.tllt m as foWly, Wt
couldn', do an sf con wllhwt the sOeoct, and J;acL Cohcn was the obVIous
dlolcto ASl acellenr talker, an ongmal mllld, md iIn unrmny ability to asL
awLward quesoons' Essenllallf you'no gomg to get. good debate pg. both IT\

th.tprogrammtltsrlf.mdIII the bar aftf'IWards
-CMlIIganGtIIllA-Iltr 1998
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THE VVRAP PARTY
The Wrap Party is a one-otlconvenlion celebranng the End 01 Arc 01 Babykln
5 Fan-run and II'IVOIWIg n1JCh more Itlan juSl 85, ~ lakes place al the
Racisson Edwardian Hotel. Healhrow, loomn Irom 21·24 AUQUSlItIs year'
the Guests 01 Honourlfl<i.lde J. Mich.ael Straczynskl. Harlan EllisOll.Jack
Cohen, John Rklgtway, 8tyan Talbol, Adam 'Wojo' ltbowitz. and John
Mitth!Ws. AcUl ~lIOf'ICOSIs £75. « £80 al lhedoof.
For more IntOl7Jl.Jtion cmtact:
•The Wrap Party. PO Box 505. Readng, RGl 70Z
• Emai:TheWrapparty@stea.mradio.com
•Web site: http,//vw.steam,radio,com/TheWrapParty
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Year altet ~r you've read the Eastercon reportS i'I MatrIX. Perhaps you've wondered why anyone woukl wanllO go ltvough !he nevrtable heI 01 ttle IOOmey to spend

an EaSletweekenc! 1'1 !he bowels 01 amonoi1hIcholel ttanorltlern ciIy (Of occaSlOnaIy Healtvow). Perhaps youthinll:you.1ike l0/Ol'l in but you leeI nervous

abootl.I'vebeeflIoIWOEasteltOl'lSandaNovaconnowandl\lWOlAdikelOsharesomeOl!heknl:JWdgeI'vegained.lnnopal'tJCUarorder

a woman's intuition
• 11 you're awoman and leel unhappy about men gazing at your breasts, buy ahat 10 wear your badge on

, Before you go. try to lind someone you know who is going 100. Join a local group (I would recommend lhis anyway) or ask 101 an email pal In Matrix.

•Take no notICe of people who say you're not a pmperlan 11 you go to programme ttems, There were t37 of them at IntulllOn, I wenllO 17 They were Interesting and I

gollnto COOvefsatlOflS with other people attending. Also you don1 have to pretend you',e really just Sltnng there on your own wailing lor someooe who may be lust a l>.t
late (and who ne'o'et turns up)

• Smile at people. Make Inendy commefllS. Don1 assume!hal ij they don1 srie badt they hale you The(re probably 100 \181110 wear !hew glasses or sttffenng from

Ihe most appalling hangcwer.

• 11 you're tile sort 01 person who can1 leave abookshopWllhout buying adozen books tt'leSll1 abagW!lh wheels. And leave mosI 01 YOUlcldnesbetllnd. Probably

SOIM¥otIerelltlledeaJers'roomISIheCOflllletecolectJonofTheodoreSbxgeonshonstonesyou'vebeeflloolooglor(10vokJrnes.hardback,thanldulyOl"llyuplO

YObTIeIVsoIatJoreflOl.9lse<Xlfld.handbookslOflallhegapsinlhosesenesyouwerec:oledlngIlIhe1970s.

• Remember !hat mosI of tile 0Iher people !here are shy 100.1 don' know anyone, with II1e possible excepIIOn aI Conrie WAs, who can walk 1110 a room conla1nlng

several huncied people who aI appear 10 know each olhef wrthout leeIinga l'Mngl! 01 moItallefror. 80tfl Martin TU<b" and !an McDonaId<fsplayed SOITeSlgRSol

nervoosnesswhen al eyes were 011 Ihem. II you leeI absoIvtely lerrilied go out and buy acopy 01 Feel lIle FearandDo 11 Anyway ThlslSnoI an si book.

• PractICe 00N0ng slowly before you go lioIda pIlt 01 beer in your hand and make 11 last an hour Then do it agatn. Then try maloog rt IaSl IWOhours. While you're allhe

con you will see peopIewtlo are never W1!houl adnnk. They are nor(excepl Martin Tudorl dnnklng al normal pace.

• Begin dnnking roore about amonth befOle lhe con Work up grawally. Remember that the bar opens all t am and shulS wtlen the lasl fan IS earned oft In a

wtleelbarrow JUSl belOfe the room is needed for breaklast When you leave the con lry 10 reduce your drinking gradually. A119reat athletic leats reqUIre wamJ.Up and

cool·downperiods

,DnnklotsolOfangeJuiceatbreakfaS1.

• Don1 be embaJrassed ijyou haven't read aJl or indeed any 01 the books by the guests of honouJ. Part of theil'purpose ifl being there IS to eocol.Jfagepeople to buy lhelr

books TheAndromeda stal in the dealets' room had piles oflan tJt:Donald books on Fnclay, By the lime I went to buy aCOP'fOI Saarfice of Fools on Sunday !here were

nottllng but hardbacktopleSol any 01 his books Ielt,

• Don1 dnnk the hoIefs coffee al breakfast unless your body IS used 10 00ge inputs 01 caffeine, On top 01 amaSSNe hangover tM amount 01 caflerne can be talal
M:i-Ig hotwalef ooesn1 seem 10 help. lhe water just noats on top 01 the skJO]elaughllglycaDedc:offee.

• It someone ilMtesyoutolhe Norweglanroom pally, got To my rrmenseleget.I rrissedit.

• It may be possible to sulViYe aconWlthoutlilnking More infoonation is relpled belOfe adefimtNe SUltement can be lSSlH!donflls lopIC.

• 11 you've got c:hikien send them 10 staywllh your mothet. You needal least two days to cateh up on yoor sleep altet acon.

'00n1 be Iltmdated by the lact that some people seem able to dscuss 11 detail any 51 book ever written. To my lTWld abad rnefTlOIY IS one 01 tile !1ealest aids to
reading pleasure. I! means I can re-read my tavounle books and stal enjoy them. It's also uMeeessary 10 have read every sI au!hOf IlTllQht even whISper, you don1

IIavetowalch Babylon51

•Be mee to the bar stall. They are under more stress!han you could possibly Imagine. EspeClally on Sunday evening when the beer runs out because no hotel ever

believes that lans will realty drink as much beer as the con committee sat they will

So there you are. I'm sure other people could contribute their views on how 10 survive,andindeedenjoy, aconvention. Why not take the plunge? I've signed up forth is

year's Novacon and the next two Eastercons, Pay your money now and work on feeling braver nearet the lime. And if you see me standing by the bar looking shy, buy

me abeef. Il's agreat ice·breaker.

-OYlIllo1lleRowse 1998
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reviewed by andrew mbutler

O
/lo'l~ollanmy I$ltIit l"S dliooensed by it morJ'Ie'Il oIlK5J.lalJon:
ut these tvents mlly superNtural \There itl\' WIleS at !he bottom of my
garden10f ISIWSOlllI.'r<lhonilexplana!lOn rl'm it sUhon short~~

Him1' Ifs;I hes!laooo it' worlln the moYW of 1IIt Nirkld Land. where Wllliam
leoe only~ YW a mugwump or it lalkll'lg olSShoIf iftl'l" M'd bcm snortmg lilt
bug powder Whm it film IS sut,eenvr, we begl/l 10 questxrllhe evidmct of our

"""'.
Tale the recent FI"'YT.1t - A. TrlU' Story (wllosE' ambIgUity is signalled 11'1 it

hlularhesllithonolemphasrsastowhttherthefauytaJelSittruestoryortllelru('
story 15 it fally). The lames at the bottom 01 the Cothngley garden are CUll' as
pert.YlVedand~photographedbylhc("hildren. but thtousted creatures we
S£Oe when the chJldren are out ofSlghtseem ratherlJlOn'smister. (Actually, apart
from • haunting semi! whIch IS nonsense III terms 01 the rest of the film. lht'
SWM'5fllungherelS5e'e1l1glhl'b.ldheulenanlhllnself,HarveyKellel,pl.Jymga
mer guy ID it Um1lfiCille 61m. What next, Abel Fernra dlll'cts the TcletubbleS?)

Th.. SUbJectlVlly IS 1.1 work to much grtaler effect In Ned Jordan's latest IllOVll'.

nr,. BII/(ltt, Bey You know what to npect With a Jortbn film: a love mangle of a
l("'is than ronvmtlOl'lal lmd lI's there m MrcMtl Col/ms, TItf Cfl/IIIN Gim, and
1I11m.'J(W With tht Vampl',. All(! as lhe lasl two prove, the love intl!rest of the two
male leads hardly has to be a post'pubescent female. Franae Srady (Owens) IS
growing up In a small town In early 1960s Ireland, alon~lde hIS~ mmd joe
(Boy le). When Franae steals some sf comIC books trom new boy Plllllip Nugent
{Andrew Fuller}, he brmgs down the wrath of the grotesque Mrs Nugent (Sh3w),

GATTACA
reviewed by dave mroberts

ITl5iEFlBHI:'.Gthatt\.et)'OI'lC'ell'laWhlleaSC1encehctJoofdmllppearsthat
does not rely 1Ilrnost enurely on Its speoal Plfects budget, and atleasl males
anllltempltollaveanlntet1!Shngprerruseandmtelhgentpla:.

In a not too dJ.Sl~1 future, It becomes lhe oonn 10 have your children
~alIy enIwIad dUMg pregnlIncy to your own speci&;ations. l1us rontrol
aJsomeanslllatlllmost~~oIyourphYSlllueVldptf'AlNhty(;1llbe

detemuned by a genftKanal~ol any ~rt of your body. Drops of blood.
eyNshes, tven saliva left on a glass are enough. WhIle IllS not actually d1eg.allo
dlSffimJNIe on the grounds of genetK male-up, It becomes the norm VId IS
Il'Igramed m SOCIety to such an ntml tlYl people who IYvm't been 'enhaoctd'
are Lnown as In·vallds and eff«tlvely berome Untouchables. VlMmt (Ethan
HawlellS such an In.vabd, With a bummg deslre to go 1Il10s~ Jerome Gude
Law) IS a \'aId Wllh the abdlty but 00 driV'l',. and a brolen bad. With the USl' ol
samples from,lerome, VlI'lm1t 'beromei' jeromeand gets a piaceal theGaltaGll
Corporation. whert' he works towards a plxeon a mlSSlOll to Titan. The two

a nightmare In lime green. HIS own fanuly IS dlSlntegrahng - 3 SUicidal mother
(ALSling O'Sullivan), a drunken father (Rea.- jordan's favounte actor) - and
Franoe finds hunselfsent away loa Borstal where heexpenences vISions of the
Virgm Mary (the nonically, but brilliantly, cast Sinead O'Connor). Retummg
home, he dISCOvers hIS best friend has taken up With Phdlip, unleaslung a bloody
jealousy ol double murderVld arson In fact he makes the VlOlence of I.cwd (I!'Iv
f/ltSseemlikefamtlyrowdybehaVlOuronllhinulyf'lClUc

The master stroll.' IS tofl\ on Franoe as the emITal charllcter,lInd never to
slrlly IllOft'than a~ yards from what hecm Sft'or thlnl. He's a monster, yes,
but we also Sft' Ihe monsters he meets. At hrst "'e're reassured Rt.! also IIiIrrates
as lhe older Franoe He must sun'lve; notlung 100 drastK must happen to hIm
Bul the claaty ollhen and now breaks down as the IIiIlToIlor allempts not 10
upsellusyoungerself PemapshelSmadllfterall,

In the sMdow oflht Cub.tn mISSIle CrtSIS, Franoe sees (imagmes?) the bomb
drop JLISl outsxle the town. and sean:bes among the rachoochve rubble iof Ius
fnend.5e:irdung !or Ius fnend .11 a boMdUlg sd\oolll's 00r IlIat at k$ one of
lheteadlm IS an allm.Or IS ht' We cannot becertalll how mud! IS a IJuestorv
We only see wllat he sees, And yet, W! art' also g.,·m ghmpses bevond tllat we
C.tnSft'wllatlusmothel'lSreallymgWllhacharronthl'lableandaropelllhel'
Iwld, he c~'t We can see tllat Ius unde (Hart) probably 151ft a bIg shot III

london.For thtunrehablellillTillortobewuehable,wellavetoghmpstlhrough
tolhelJueslory.

And yet - and yet,~ more - Franoe's VISMII'IS are (apparenlly) reaL as the
V"up Mary hands Ium 1I wlule fIowt'!". (The same proof the Tune Traveller had
In Wells's'TlrtTilntMa'ir1ll'.)1t nughtllll be true.

TheaetmglSexcdlentSeanHughe5andArdalO'l-LtnlonproVldecarneos,as
dotS Patnd McCabe. who wrote the noveIlhe film IS based on and ro-wrote the
sCJIplWlthJordan Shaw IS perh.lpsa hllle too grotesque, too WICked Witch of
lhe West, butthtn It IS Ihrough Franoe's eyes we see her. Rea IS Ius usual
ma8JWtlc self as oo.h fathel' and son.abk to qUietly steal ascmt' by seemingly
cknng nothlllg. but threatening smseIess v10lence Sut the revelallOl'l IS O"'·ens.
presumably m hIS first film roil', hardly pulling a foot wrong In hIS roles,iS lone
ranger, avenger, chouooy, bully and houseWife. Everythlllg depends on the way
he VIews Ihe world, and I doubt you']] see a more haWlhng performaoce thIS
year.

1JIeBlJlcllfrBoy-GetlenPidures,l9910irtcl.orNeilJordan.Pr~ReO'nondt.lorns,

St~WooleySaeenplayPatridlMcCabe,Jordan.DirectorolPholO9'aph1AdienBidje

t.kI5lc:EiotGoldenthal
Cast.EilfllOI'I(1 (),wens,SlllJll*l Rea,JJan I!o)1e,Fiona Shaw,lanHart
110 mtlS. Cerl. 15. UK relNse20 February 1998,

Ix>rome on/:' and deve10pa symbioricrelarionshlp. Vincent (,iSjerome) provides
th('publicface,andJerometheprivateandintimate.Aconst~ntsupplyofbloud,

urine, hair and skm isnceded 10 maintain the faVlde
A w('('k pnor to the mIssion taking off, a night director is murdered. Enter

gumshoe, complete With trilby and knee-length ramroat. Vmemt's prl.'5l'flce .11
Gatlaca IS revealed, although not that jerome IS Vmcenl. At this POlllt, Vlllcent
starts a relanonslup WIth lrene (Uma Thurrnan), another Gallaca employl't'

TIlls IS an very mterestu'Ig all(! really provldeslhe backdrop for what IS III

dangerofberomlngapohcrproceduralfllm WIll Vl/lC'eJl1 be e:tposed ornnl'
thiS IS not helped by the love IIlterest, whKh does no more tlian provide a
Cillalyst for the probable exposure For all that It added tOlhe film, ltrould have
been dropped entirely, What was IIllngulllg. and was almost Ignored, was the
somewhat baarre reuhOllslup between Vl/lC'eJl1 and Jerome. Vincent hvmg
Jerome's hfe. and aU Jerome gets III return IS to hve III the manner to whidl he IS

acru:stomed. although he Virtually becomes a pnsoner in the flat the two share.
The relahonS}llp appeared to be far too fnendly, With very bltle'oltheronihct
you would aped.

The stOfJlSIde. thrstrongest aspect of llus film IS the futun> worid created
Not 0I1t deYdoped uSlllg flashy eflerts, but Wllh Imprt'SSlve set design. and fine
artdut'ctlon,The",'OridcreatedlSaverycoldandlmpersonalplace.YOIIl!'arn
.almost as muchaboutlhesoody from lhe VtSUalsasyou dotran thescnpt
However, when thIS IS roupled WIth some fauty woodm perforrrwIces from all
roomT'Itd, you gt'! the feelmg IlIat the director, Andrew Ni«oI. IS more
JJ'lterested mmakmg the film kJok good than m creating a strong tale from the
verylllteJtsllnganddaltprenust."IluslSasharne.becauseitcouldllavebftonll
great film. Instead, 11 JOLrIS the nnks ol good films tllat don't qUite make It
Nonethriess. II'S still a refmhmg mange.



----------------opinion-

Brainless In Hollywood-
Paul Ha/ne argues that the irredeemable stupidity of most film and television
science fiction will soon infect the literary world. If it hasn't already.

PROMBUDUE to IhCPO.pularity Of. Itldr/l"ndrrlCt Day, we are now enjo.ying a bit
of an si revIval on both the small screen and the large, and you may be
forg1V\'llforlhmkmglllallhislsagood thing, But how good isll? I would

arguelhat the more sI we st'l' on scrren, the lcss intelligent sfberomes
My rea$OI\S? I lhink th..alifyou want intelligent sf then you should tum to the

books. because, with the only real exo:eptions that spring to mmd bemg BI~.lf

Ru>u!(r and 1001, neither big screen nor small scr<'el\ sf can deliver really
lI1telJigmt. controversiaL thought-provoking stones - they run the ns\.. of
offendmg pt'Qple Tale the bIg SCTeI'TI H:>ur films immediately spring to mmd as
being attempts alll1leIligl'flt sf: CUlllact, TII<' Pas/mllll, St/lrship Tr(li)p<"5 and Sphm
CQ.lII/CI- the boo\..- Isa fantasllC tale of first COI1tact With a superiorahffi rac...,
and 01 how the pctty dogma of religion and politics nearly turn the most
profound eVffit in human history into a m...aningless missed opportunity. It
debatesthescienc... /religionargumentconvincinglyonbothsides.thecharacters
arebeli...vabl.... and the moment of first contact is lar mor... plausible than giant
spareships taking position ov...r the White House. (olllact -the film - could n...ver
lIavetranslated this laithfully. because the American Bible Belt would never have
stood for it. Astory that asked them to think about what they believe in? It would
have sunk wlthout trare. As far as ! could telL the film was just telling you that
you should believe in m whalevermakes you happiest and whateveryoubelieve
and hav laith in must be tru .... because it's tru... to you. Sagan's onginal teddid
not relut the existence 01 a creator, it refuted the peMmll connertion that so
many insist they hav... with God. and it refuted the belief that the univme was
created solely lor our own personal use. If the film had done this there would
have been outrage, The produrers would never have let it reach the cinema. The
book was outstanding and intelligent and a worthy tribute to Sagan's gffiius,The
film was just an l'Xercise in schmaUzy story-telling. designed to make us all feel
good because we are each somehow important to the universe, and the creator
lovrsus

And what about TIlt' Pvslnlllll? Davld Bnn's text IS another superb novel. with
Il1t...llIgenceand depth. but did Jt translate properly to the screenJ Old itshl t
(OSlner Ill(Inaged to turn It mto WalmrorlJ on dry land. with hnnsell in every
Sl:ene and the main character JUS! a liar with a mailbag. Again, this is a case where
intelligent sf Just cannot be translated to the SCT1.'\'n, though this time it was
probabJy becauseCostner was in charge rather than the producers rutting the
ollffislvebits. And Sphm. agaman lIltelllgentnoveltranslated badly, Slarship
T/tlOptrs may not have been whal some would dl'SCribe as inlelligl.'l11, but
HeinJein's nght-wll1gdiatnbe certainly provokes discussion. Does the film? Of
course not. It provokes discussion only about the special effects. The fact that
these young womffi and mffiare in th... army b«ause they want to vote or have

DEALER UPDATE
RtK:entcaIaJoguesreceived..

•BBR DISTRI8UT10N is your f~st por1 ol caU for small press ma\l<llines and books. speClaisl
Ill\potIedmaleriallnotthatSOl1 ll.andlt1enarder·tl)-getslmaGallrtes,CnrlsReedisanemofthe
sma~prmsceoe,andllisnewrevampedcatalogues/loWswhy,Beaut~u!lyprodlced.it'5almost

amaga~ioe~self,>l'i1hedtorial,reviewsandrtformation. HigIIlyrecom-nenOed
Conl.fc/:BBR D1SIriboJbon,POBol 525,S/letf'eld.S1 3GY
ErnaiI:bbr@fdgroup.co.ukWeb http://ww.syspace.co,ok{bbr/catalogoe,htlll

,PORCUPINE BooKS is the name chosen by Ilrian Amerlngoen tor his dealership. Youl know
BrianfrcwnllisandCarolineWan'soccaSlOl"lalcolumnsonbookcollectinginMatril-bulyoo
may not know 01 ris weakness tor excruciallng puns. The rover has a ra\l1ernice pictUfe by
BartlaraMascelliolaporcupineinchainm~,andllrian'sapostalbookdealer ... thespinesgo
throo.q.themai,see?

OudIBrian'sfifstcatak9Jeolgenreharcllacksisnic:elyprO<llced.accuratelyannotatl?dand
oontains some J50rtems, a11o! s\MI interesl. Prices star! at about £4, a~eragepemaps E8wil11
sornt coIectaljes \4110 £40 or so (e.g. a ~rsl edition o! Disch's The PJies~. All booka 8rt
rfll1mabltwilhlntwowtekaolrectlptlotatutlrelllnd.Poslagea<tledatcosl,o-edtcard
taclities may be al'3uable by I!leline you r1!ad1his

children IS glossed over, and lhefilm concenlralesOll showing one standard ba!lIe
Sl:ene lhroughout the l'lltire film. and although thesighl of the rampagll1gbug5ls
impresSive al first, It quickly grows repehtive and bonng, and Mr Gestapo
PsychlCatlhel'lld manages only a revelahon of Dl:anna TroJ proporllons when he
shouts out that the cowerll1g bug is afraid. Verhoevl'll does manage tosneal Ina
little bit of sahr...: for IIlstance. cruehy to animals iscensorN {the cow SI:...ne} but
humansareexeculcd live and n...wsreportsfocuson lhe blood and carnage: but
the laSl:ist soci ...ly IS never commented on.

50 why doesn'l uIlellig...nt sf work on the big screenJ B/~de Rlllllltr managed it
Oh. bUl Bladt RlIllIlI'r was mauled and nopped on release. Well. whal about 2ool?
Th... same lhing. No money made wilh eilh...r. not until a 101 later anyway. Hmm.
Have [justspolted something7

As long as producers wanlto make massive profits. IIltel1igence In big-screen sf
Will not happen, For a film to make an ffiOrmOUS profil. It must appeal 10 the
largest audience possible, and so has to be as dumb as posSible to appeal to
everyone, IrIJtpl'lIdtllCt Day would not have mad ... as mOJ\eya, It did wlthoutlhe
special effects, because lheplol, is a load 01 cack,.Thc samc can bcsald of the
forthrommg GtJzilla. [f 11 was just anolher 'Godzllla' film then 11 would never
make il as lar as lhebig screen, bUl because the Emmerich brothers are in charg...
and lhe special effecls are going to be huge. it wlll make a packet.

50. dumb si sells. whilsl intelligent sf is just a pipe dr...am. ltjustdoesn'twork
OIl Sl:reen, The average movie is too short for any SCflOUS roncepts, because after
you'veputintheobligatoryspecialeffects,chasesequl'l1ceandthenauseatIIlg
romantic dialogue and love scenes between lhetwo leads. regardless ofwhelhcri!
wa'lIl the onglllal text, you're not left With much tlm... Big SCf\'t'Il sf Will alwavs
be dumb. It's an lIlcscapable facl

How is thi,a bad thmg' Aft...r all, a person may seeo;omcthlllg 011 screo:n and
then be tempted to ll1veshgal... this strange world of si som... more. MOVie sf may
act as a stepping slon... for many 10 get 10 the depth that so much hl...rary sf is
capable of. Not necessanly..If th...y see !rldtpmJmcr Day and liked ,it so mU~h lhal
they want to read SOmelhll1g in lh~ same vem. they're not gomg to plck up
FQwlJatiorl or Fairyland; they're gomg to read Tht DyoSOII Tnlogy or X·fllts
novelisations.And ...ventually publishers are going to realise that lheycan make
more money selling dumb sf lhan lhey make selling intelligent sf. And so the
dumbing down of movie sf begins to alfect the merary si S(tlle

l'mnotsaYll1gthalSCrt~nslisnotentertainJl1g;farfromlt, But for the most 11
lacks depth and inl...lligence. and the longer Hollywood .keepschummg oul as
much sf as th...y can. the higher the risk that literary sf WIll taleanosedlvelllto
Warrenj.Palmerland

-CiPauIHail1tl99S

Paul Haine
As i've personamy dea~ with Ilnan, I don't have any prOOlem recommenOng his serw::es

hJ9hly HelsalsowuygoodWlthwantsists
Contact: PortupIM Books, 37 Covenlry Road, I~ord. Essex, lGl 4QR. Tel, 0181 5543799
Ema~:C]~@compusene.cCl'l

• AIRGEOlAMH PUBLICATIONS prodlce<!an inlerestlng catalogue lor the World Fantasy Con
B\Ilmuchasl.dtiketotellyoowhefelOlindltlem.lcan.t-noaddress.nopl1one.noemail.Pily
as1here's somegoodstuflin~. _. andaanyoneknowsan~h¥lgaboutltleml'dbegladtohearrt

. BERTRAM ROTA is a dealef for coUeclorS..mo spedaises in sf andlantasy: he's a member 01
lhaAntiqJarianBooksellers'Assor:iatiorl,The fuUyannotaledcatalogueprodlce<!lortheWorld
Fantasy Convention cootalllS tOO ~ery intllfesting sf~ lirst edtions with prICes tlorn about £10
upward to E400tor WeUfs TIJ8!fNisil:Je Man and E800 for a Toikien letter, paSSlllgthroug!1
Clarke's AFa'ofMoonOOsl l£2(Il,Peake's TitusGroanl(25).DIdo:·s TmeCNtlllJoiltl£200land
Bl.l"gess·sACIockwo~()-angel£225),Credtcarclsaccepledpostageatcost

Conf,c/:Be!tramRotaLtd.. Jl Longfv::te, FifstFloor,LonOOfi,WC2E9LT Tei,om BJ6072J.
faxOI71497905B,Emau:bertraJlrota@compusene,coa

MURDER ONE IS a shop in London (in Cllaring Cross Road, sf bits downSlairs - immensely
browsable)andalsoisSU&scataklguesolnewbookslNOTsemrdland) Il"ssparselyannolated
andwiltleolmOSlusetorobtainillgnewirnpor1edsl.
Con/act:MUfder ()Je, 7t·7JCllaring Cross Road, London, WC2HOAA Tel. 0171 734 3483 laJ
017173ot342(lEmaill06S61.2Ul1@cccposerve.COlllWebllW.Jlurderone.co



IIl1tread me first
• Pieaseen..'iJsean$AE,l'flencontacllo'lgconv,mlrons
• EfflX!s are made to ensure l~e aCQiracy or a. the

/fIromra/l()(lhere.ootah.aysched<tirst
·Ityourun,or!<now()/.anyunlstedconvenlionsorlivenls

pleaselelmelJlol.atlheec.torJJJi!ddress
·PleasementionMalrilwllenenqwo'lg
• Guests at media convenlCllS appeal ·suqect.\:) IfOrlc

romrllllmenls·
·$pecialtI1aMs/o.Dav8Langlord,ClrrisO'Slrta,Bridgel

Wilkinson,errorsarenWle

10May 1998: Fantasy Fair B
Peterboroo!J'l SF Club's annual shindg at the Cles.set
E.dlibilion Centre. Bretton, PeterborolJ1l, 10.3lJ.4,00pm
Gl.Iests i"dude tone WoI!' aealor Joe Dever, r.ew si writf;f
Gwilym H~nler aoo US author lisanne Normart No rates
illo,butuSlJallyclleap.
GlFanlasy Falr 8. do 58 PeMinglOll. Or1on GoItt1ay
Pelerbor~.PE20A8

(lJBruceKngonOl480216372

22-25 May 1998: LazlarLyricon 11
HjtchHiJ<er'sG~K1econflJl1bylhe119fandubcelelxatingthe

20lh arvivefsaryollhesenes: venue Scotch ComerHotel
Darlington,Reg.()j,guestsKevinDavis,DirkMa99s
067 South Par\l.GarOells. BeMd1amsted. Hertlordshire, HP4

r-------.---~---. '"Z

1111t regu ars 14Jun 1998: Empire Day IX
Star Wars convention whose llyer disas1roosly omits to say......,,,"',.~.Oop, ...... _"""' ..,••
event is "NOT RELATED IN ~V WAY TO STAReON'. Gues!s

BSFA London Meetings indude Gary Kuru:, Stuan Freeborn, Att. l6. rs on the door
The BSFA's LOl1doo meetings are held on the lourth Whenlv'llflhedoods
We01esday o! every month lexcep1 December). lf1!he :ilFakoti Society. 2 Waters'de. Peartree Bridge, Mi~Ol1

~~~~~ ~~~bi:ed ~=~i~t;~:' ~o:: Kellles, MK6 30G
5talioo5Watenoo(mainOOeorUrldergroundjO/Westmins!er 3·SJuI1998:/ntercrmtacI98
(Undergrour.d), Thln9s$lartalaboul7.00p-n:~yougetlhefe Universily 01 O$lo, Norway. Guests Gwyneth Jones, Pat
earlyandtheupSlalrsloomisclosedwelbeillhemainbat Cadi9an, Johannes Ber9,Reg,£15an,to31 May,£5sup
and. ~ il doubt. asklhe landOId, MeelmQS are open to a~ 0lmerconlat1 sa, PO Box 121 B~ndem, 0313 Oslo, Norway
({)PauIHoodoo01Bl3336670forturther..,formalioo *eH@onqo.no

27 May sa; 24 JunS8;22J1A9B;26AL1g9B:23Sep9B 10-12JuI1998:lntinlty
London Circle Meetings Angel Hotel. Cardff, Guests inclllde Diane Duar.e, Peter
Also at the Jubilee Tavern lsee above). 'London C~de' Morwood, Coiin Bakel, Ed Bish09, Dave Prowse, Jack
meetll1gs are 011 the first l"hursoayof the monm and usuaBv Cohen, Lionl!! Fanthorpe, Andy Sawyer, M. J. Simpson
Slarlaboul 5pm. No special evenls bul verypopulaland Reg,HO
crowoed o Infimly, Swny Nant, 12S1uart Street, Trehe!tlen, CF425PR
0Ju$11lll'nupl * lnllnltysclllcon@hot"-lll.cOII
4JunS8;2JulS8;6Aug98;3Sep98 *http,//........ cl.ac.uk/ccw/llaln/ent5/sf!C/lnfJ
'Birmingham The BlUm SF Group meets on the seeeoo nl ty. htlll

~~:Woli:::.=~~sse:,~:I:'~C:==~~ 17·19 Ju11998: Nexus 98
£15 per Ylla'. wt-.chroudesamooltvyMWslener Mecia conl'er1tion al Bristol's Hifton National Holl!!. Gue$1s
o Mattln TlIdOf. 24Aavenl.boumeGrlMl,ctl CIar1<esLiI1e irIdodeB5sPeterJurasik,RichardArnold.Reg,£44,under
WilIenllai. Wesl Midil1ds, WW131HX 14s ha~ price, under Ss lree Inslalment sd1eme a>'a~able.

*bslq@bortas.dellOn.co.uk Supp,£15
Cambridge SF Gtoup meets on the second Monday 01 lhe o Nexus 96, IlulMlg\onRd.. KfIOYjle.Bristol,BS~21H
month in The Wresders. New Market Road. Cambridge *http'I/........ co5hall.dellOn.co.uk
•Cambridge Fanla5yGroup meets on the second Sundey 01
lhemonlhlfllhe2ebrapuoon Newmar1<et St., Cambridge I Aug 1998: WeslCon
G John Cram. 3 Oadartds Ave.. Bar fill, Cambridge, CB3 Aoo.-day meda con al Bristol City Footba~ Club. organised by
SEQ memberli 01 the NeIUS conrUMIngleam Gueslsl1dudeBarry
Cardiff SF G,oup meelS on thefUSI Tuesday 01 lhe mOlllh MO/se and Ziena Mefton R&9 £20 10 1~ July. £2250
all,:JOpmIflWellinglon'sCatIiBar.42TheHayes.Car<jj! therea~ffandontI'leOOor: under 15s£14/£165O, under Ss
ColchesterSF/Hon"orl Fant.1sy Group m&elS on lhe third freePncelllCiudesabufte!meal,lnSlalmemschemeavallable.

~IE!~~:~ ::::tl~::~~ ~ ~lay1lousepub ~ ~ :el~:~c~n~~~Il~.:~~~e ~Ofd, Bn$lol, BS34 8XU

Hul/SFGroupmeelsonthes9COl1dand!ourlhTuesdaysol S·9Aug 1998: Bucconeer

~~?'J::: :~::4:lg:: ::3:e&B:le:~: :'~h~ ~I~ ~O~~~n:~la~~~h~~~t~i~h~i
01482444291 Whelan.Reg.£Bllan,(plusvar~scomplicatioos~youwted

LeicesferSFGfoupmeetsonthetirstl'rKlayollhemOrt!h: OIpre·supported)
venueVan1!S UKAgent:
({)TlmGroomeon011627922llO GJch1 Oallman. eJo EDS Unigraphics. Parker's House, 46
* rbean~91obalnet.co.uk RegentSlreet, Cambridge, CB210B
Manchesfer- FONT m&e\S in WetherSIXlOlfs pu!l(on ({)Ol223570179
lheCQmffo!P~diOyGa'dens,nearlheBRS1aIion)onlhe *)gd~clX,COllpulink.co.uk

=ea~~~:~s:~~themonlt1, 8pm onwards ~e::~a:::::ess@-accesS,digex.net
~:f;~r~lul~~=I~~~~::::.s~~:e:Jw~ *http,lllf'N.access.dlqex.netH"altg8

~::;SJ~;:;R~I:nlhe bar o/lhe Great Nonhern 21-24 Aug1998: The Wrap Party
mSAE 10 58 Peorlrlglon,Orton GoIdlay,Pelllfboroogh Celebrate the oonclusioo rJ Babylon 5 al!he Radsson
PE25RB:({)Pe1eonOl133370542 Edwardill1Hotel,Healhrow.london.Confirmedgue$lsareJ.
Portsmouth~ Soum HanlS SF Group melllS on lhe Michal!! Straczynski. Harlan Ellison, Jack Cohen, John
second and tour1h T..-es&)'S 01 Ihe month al The Magpte Ridgeway. Bryan Talbol. Adam 'Mojo' LebowiU. John
Franon Road, POflsmoulh MaUhews, Reg £75 (instalment sd1eme available). £80 at
. Reading SF G'oupmeets we-ef:Jyon Mondaysal9.00pm: @: unoer 17$ ha" plil;t!. under 12s lree. Roo:n rates
tor a ~lalpe-riodlheyhavemO'<edlolhe Hope Tap. FMr £4Opppntriple. £42pppn double Of twin, £47WPrtsingle.

i SlreelRea011g 0TheWlapParty.l'080xSOS.Readng,RGl7QZ

I

Surbilonsurrey SF G'oup metlS in the COfonallon HaR, *ThellrapParty~stealllradlO,com

~~n::,~~~':~r=Y~~I~~:h,~~~I;::,on *http,//If'N.stealllradio.cOll/ThelirapPafty

3·6 Sep 1998: Dragon'Con98
Premiere con 01 the Southem USA, allhe Hyan Regency in
Atlanta, Thehuge~eSltiSliooudesHarlan Ellison,C,J.
Cllerryh, Ray Harryhausen, larry Ni'fflll, Brian lumley.
James P. Hogan, Jerry Pournelle, Slorm Conslanlir.e,
Roger Dean, AnlhonyDaniels Reg,$5O
o Dragon·Con 9B, PO Box 'H696, Allanta, GA 30362·0696
US,
*http,/I........ dragoncon.or9

4-6 Sep 1998: Festival of Fantastic Films
At SaeMs Hotel in Manchesler. Guesls Gerry Anderson,
Stephen Weeks. aoofl'Olll Hammer Films Hazel Court. Aida
Young iIIld Eddie Powell. Reg, £55 10 30 Jun, nSlrlg
ll1ereaftff:under 15s£20,under 12s£15
0$oc:. 01 Faruaslie Films, r:Jo 95 MeaOOwgateRoad. Sa"ord.
Mandlester.MS 8EN
({)0161 70737~7 (el'ellingson'y):lax01617920991
:I:hnad@globalnet.co.uk
*http,//savvy.com/~festlval

4-7Sep 1998: Cult TV
Media con tOOJsing 011 kilsd1 tv Venue TeI!O/d t.1oal House In
Shropshire. GueSlsindudeJo/mnie Ball (Zoe'sdad. among
OO1ef daims 10 fame). Reg (44 to 1 Jun. £~9 thffeafter
dlikJen 9·15 ha" pnce,under9stree
c;.:Cuh TV, PO Box 1701, Peterborough PE? lER
*culttvuk@geocltles.cOlI
*http://culttv,base,or9

11-13Sep 1998: Fanlasycon22
Brrtish Faruasy Society con, VenueAlbanv HOlel. BlfTI1inghem.
guests Freda Warringlon, Jane Yolen. MC Ramsey
Campbell.Reg. £50 (£40 BFS membets). Sup. £25 (£20)
o Famasycon. 46 OxlOld Road. Aeocks Green, 8inning/lam.
B2160T
*http,/IIf'N.dJb.u·net.com

1,.,3Sep 1998: AKFT98
S1aITlflkconalIheWarwickArmsHotel,WifW\Ck,Reg,£30
0AKFT98. 7 BelgraveClose. SI MaryCray, Orpington. BR5
3TJ

18·21 Sep 1998: DiscworldConventionl1
The secondconYfl1tioo dewtedl0 aDlhirlgs Platcl1ettian la~es

placeattheAdel~Hotelinliverpool,wilI1gueslslllCiudng

OOe-gueU,Slepl'len Brlg9S and Dave langfOfd. Reg. £35.
£25l11'lWal/l!d
0POBoJ~100.Hornchlll'ch.Essex,RMll2GZ

2S·28Seplg98:Albacon98
CentraIHoteI.Glasgow.Aeg,£30an,,£3500thedoor,GueSls
Diana WynneJones, Ray Harryhausen, Kim Newman, and
astronorrtff Prol. John SallhOllse
0A1bacon'98.Fll2,10AtlasRoad.GlasgtM',G214TE
({)Ol~1 5582862
*albaClln~ial.plpex.COll

2-4 Oct 1998: Masque 6
The sixth British COSluming convention at the Albany HoteL
Easlbourne, Aeg.£20, pre-GCSE chiIQ-en ha" price.
0"'asque6,<JMiJlbrookGardens,Che~enham.GL503RO

*http,lflf'N,l91l9z,delllOn,CO,uk/lllisque.htlll

9·11 Oct1998: Voyage In Person 1998
Voyage ro tire Balfom of tire Sea convention at the Novotel
Sheffield, Guests Terry Becker, Allan Hunt, ~MonlOf
Reg,£4S,SaL£22.50. 5un, £16,50
0VIP,26IMnerRlXld,Hor1ield,8ri$101.BS79PO
*I06S30.321@compuserve.com
*bttp'llouf\lOrld.cOIIpuserve.cOII/hOllepaqes/tvn
fil./Vlp,htl

13·1SNoy 1998: Novacon28
VenlleBritarnaHotel,Birmingtlam.~tPauIJ.McAulty

Reg.£32.
0Novacon 2B, l~ Par.. Street lye, Slourbridge, WeSl
Mi(lands,OY98SS

2o-22NoY 1998: ArmadaconX
S!/ClJll'lcon at tl'leCopthorne Hotel in PlymOlllh, Gue51s
induOe Jim Burns, Dougal Dixon. £25 an.. £19 unwaged
o Armadacon X, PO Box 38,Plymouih,Devor1
({)0175225163S1267873
* eurobell,co. uk/buttons/arJladacon



20-22 Nov 1993: BOZ-eoN
SllXJllllhlGctl!nTuTpKcul.BergenopZoc:m.
NeIIlelWds.GutslsTBAReg.N1.G65(abot.l£22)
m M1emarievan Ewyclt. Obreet1t$b'aI14, 2517 VT Den Ha~,

NeIt1er!anlls
*vantentffev.eur.nl

26-28 Feb 1999: RedemptiOll
Ba¥:tt5andilMe"$Sel@l'llXJlll1heInlemilJonalHallllll
AS'lbd. Kd Guesll Gareth Thomas• .RM Diet. Shee­
IqIWeh.JoeNamro £35all.1015ep9ll.1herNf'.. t40
m~2lIDlp"oseRoid.CorfeMAen.WIlllXwre.

OorsetBHl130Y
$JlIlhthpalakn·l.deaon.eo.llk

Spring I Summer 1999: Eurocon
DorImund.Germany
lDSoeoce FidlOll Ta~ ell, Am KaMenbrauk 28. 0·44281"""""'.....,$';http://VIN.cbrj,de/sf·t.ge,nrv

2·SAprl999:R«:otlVene
Tht5OlhlJ(Nm-IaISf~¥ldtlelaslolfle

IWIIUflcevr_lSlheAdelFhHotel.l.iverp:JoIn1he
~areJttlHoon,PtlerS.Beagle,JohnCluIJ.Ron

Tiner and Tom HoIt Newslel:wl1C1lllQl'to;& lJlJr Jl\tgblpl"'s
lhemed arlllJld 'TIIII. was: TIIII. is, Tlllle w! be· Reg, ri
NoY9-8r30;0VIf60s,S·14salldsupp.r15;undefSsfret
00 3West Stwubbery. Redand, BristcM,BS66SZ
*.ychellefflredrake.de-on,eo,uk

Jull999:8aroquon
Thtil'llJllLICr6lf.playrogCO\Illc.ntwldgeGutsllUsy

'"'"m8SacitlfsQDse,8akb:k,Hetls.SG7W'

11 Aug1999: Total Eclipse oflheSun
Tllalilypasses1tJ'lll.9ltAmwal,NorthemHardandbilsol...
13·1SAug 1999: WinconV
The 1999 UIlCXln 11 KilgAllred'sColege. Wlllttlestll Guesls
T8A.regl2Ol1lrl0a.pp.
-::nWIl1IXItIV53HavnRoidNo1hElld.P01SITIOUlh.Kar"dS.
P021HH

Corflu
reviewed by Mark Plummer

GfllfilHoIeI. Leeds 1:J.f5Apdl998
CQlfkI IS blg on '!radi\l(W\$' The amuallanzirle larrs cowenllon
seems to ~ve loads ollllem, ~'h:llqIlhls IS paltlaIy
CXIfldibonaIonwho)'t'UasllasfleresllOlammnsensuson
wlJdl(l'eSrtaIy¥etIlilons.SOIrlelIw19whct1~seem

_elNnaklleronc~~·soOsesslOl1wrf1

t1lor'd1g ItS CM!l past. nw,s C81ariy fie cq iboul
selectJngIheGueslclHoncllJ'byca.r.gIhe~lranahaL

andIheSlnlaybrl.ndlwlJdlINlureslhe~·sspeech:and

Ihenther.'slhtselecllOll 01 tile Past PrtslCiet1 01 tie FWA
(FlI'I Wnlers 01 Amenca): and ma)'be the tlasebal llim.

6utl\oneclearrespecl,thet99BirlClma!lonbrokewitht~

pasl when,lcIowJng last year's SUCOIss!li bid, Corflu aossed
lheAllrictorlhe~limennadbeenaCOl1lrOYll$lllmow.

lIlIiC2lIIga.bolclc:omrretonbolhSldesollheO('.6"ll.but
tlafsalaead!JmlctOlt01tWllyorancller.5alll!'IIIhere
~15ardl00~ecflcn.lItl$lSardrtaders­

n:1dngagoodlUllbefclAlnenl2ls-!l'liedUPllllheGt6"l
HaelIllc:ere-a1lteds

FAAn Awards
Tht FAMAwallls Wl'r8l'OredOl'lbyfanllllf fans and rhe
flSIJIIs~,'C<:wtli

BesIFIrI'lliM;Idea{.t~.3TrapDoor.4Awaraltli.5

&nana WIlQ$ 6 NMr £ble NImnJjI. 1 PIoJlU. B Mmosa
9 Thyme lOos.., EmemfCq Fie 170. WidHersj
BntF~OlristiNILak.(2 GenSt6wan;lo­
~.4 Vic:l«GcwlzaIez 5 MaBPUnmer'6014l:Nel
AbbOItNiSO'lFrtetun:8.MalnenKilcaldSjleler:g.
TOlTITIyFIr9JSCIlI.TFrIlSlLeslerRatce)
BesIF,nArristD. West (2 lanGt.m: 3. BifRotsler.4 S.

26·29Aug 1999: Conueopia
V.... Ar1aIIemI Mim::Jll hIIleI.AnahtrnCli'(IJII.Guests
Jftry Poumde. Hiekll Richard Lynch. EUen OaUow Re9.
r45,supp,£15.
mUK AgefIt: John Harold,B Warren Close. Langley,Slou1l,
8erksIW•. SL37UA
*inf0fl99.nasflc.or9
*1NII.99.nashc.or9

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussl«:OII 3
TheWatdalngoesa:.nIofldefIOMtlbcunt.GuestsGleg
Benlord, Bruee GiIaplt: ... dec:usId GeoIge Tumw 'Ill
5liIbehonolsed.Reg.C90fllItIcompicaled~-ask

'~I
mUK Agert Martn Hoar•• 45 netusl Road, Readir9. RG1
m
*.artlnlloMePn~,eo,uk

25-26 Sep t999: Hypotheticon: 1999
'Scatand's~nallOnalCllnver",,"althlCemalHotel

GIasp Reg.t15.lJIderlSs110.ID:lerSslree supp_rs
m~1999F1it0l2.11~SlrM.GIaS9OW

G1251lH

27{)e(:1999-2Jan2000:lAillennium
seei'l the new miemum (a year early' )'t'U're a pedarf) 11
lhslXJl,tobeMkl$Ol'l'lewhereilllllllhernEurope.probatiy
the UK Of a BeNeL~J CO'.11Iry, £4.00 per year, tll be de<llc1ed
lromlheevenlua!membershipcosl
m tMemun. cIo MaIoolm Field, 186 Casewdl Rd" w.st
Norwood.Unb\SE2705l
*vdputte@sltplu.nl

26-29 Mfy 2000: CoslumeCon JB
CosunIllglXJlalHn:lrd.CorwledW.Rtg$50109k1g98.
mCosr&neCon lB, 11 WIlIer SlrMl ~. MA
0191J.IS15,lISA
*lnf~2000.IIC9·1NII·e<:2000.or9

31 Aug·4Sep2ODO:Chleon2000
The 58th aIld mi!emial wor1dcon. 9IJtIsts Ben Bllva, Bob
Egglelon, Jim BIeft, Bob & Anne Pluoyor. and Harry
Tult!edo"f!oaslmaslerl· Reg.$125 (presuppor1ers$1151.
vanouslisauts.rltHnstlMa-98
lI('-Manr1Hoar.45Tietust.Road,Reacing,RG1m

TheorgatisallOl'lseemedabllslapdashasl!Yll'l'"
mnnaI pltl9"anlll. was ~ 10 eanotIabons nl
rescileciJling.andllardyanyollhtdollllOfso~emswnotl

asalldwtlenplaMed,BulthafsprobablynolreaUylhepor'1t
Som.oftheBn\lshtansfoundCortl~'sprogrammingloo~t.

some 01 the Amencans ih<luO'tt there was loo much. Du1
IittnlltlylhelXl1Vel'lbonwasabcUmeebngpeople.Andso
thtUK~lltIllOseethenewty-anIYlldTAff_

LHaO'&lenaswtlastwocllhetneolhtfC¥ddales,
~Gonzalel¥dVidoRosowwtlg.There_.US

WWInllbnchbrown. Ted~nlMWJcher.¥ld_
afMl'll$ftromllracllordIanDerell:~mab"qrriytis

s«on::IlIppeIl"lIIl»l1a~$IllCI"'I950s.

CInstIlla l.aI\e p-oc1Iced a lilt prl9"im'IIll bodL
assemblingal'll/llberol(mosttrl~1PUbishedal'\Jdes

on USiUK rela!ions alldtllere were. as one mighl elpec:1
somewnere be!wtenfiheenalldtwllnlYnew issues 01 fanz....s
ilCl"cUaticn-JolvIORic:kettwasselectedi'ltheGuestol
Hcroc:u' iolIl!f)'. ¥ldQeg I'Oers9I WlIsacdamed PaS!
PresIdeI1: oIlhe fWA. QI, and the basebaI game was
~"'atroeNlmalctl . wIIdlwasc:n:eledAbW
pariortheco.nerealy.lUagoodsoaalweeke'ldalrtU'ld.

-Ol.larkPtnrnerr996

SlilH.S SutMason;60Te<klyHaMa,D-.SleI!an;S-SheryI
llirtlhead,J.Ma)'htw:l0~FosI:er)

Btsf Ltfltrf!ack; Harlr Warner 12.l.lo)'dPeooey: 3. Vicky
Rosenzwelg;4.Robertl.K:lVnan;5SIfV8Je/1ery:;6'-4
Strtlkov: 1 Howard WaIQoop: B- IlucIl CWWI. Josfph
~$:l00GA'I""O"'-Si'erwoodl

Bes, NnI FIftZin. Flit: lesley Reeee (2. lkika O·Bnen. 3.
Qaa-eBnaler4-AieenForman.TomSpmga-6 Mw1l
~:7TomlJ'FIl!f9JSO"'8AborlFrtebam.9Anta

~IOE-B.FrdPttt)

F",Faee:GeriSuIli'flll(2.DWest.3.Flobertl£:Nman 4
CMsbnalaile:S-t.kfIaeIAbboll,LasleyReece;7IanGl.rlll.
8 Matto:Plomffi8';9V"lClorGonzalez;10.ClaIreBnaley)

*aactln!loacf,cll.CO.uk
GlPOBoI642051.~.~60665.USA

*ChllCOO@Chleon.or9
*http://VlN.chicon.or9/

29 Dec2000·t Jan 2001: Hogmanaycon
Celebratethl reaJ!NlernI.rn alltleCen!ra1 Hotel, Glasgow
Guests Spider & JeanneRoblnson. SydnerJol'dan. Yinee
Doc:herty.Prol.OsearSdlW9flolerReg£25al1,£Ssupp
Gl26AVllI"baItRoad.~GlasgowG132f'A

001415691934

BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIOS

21-24 Apr 2000: Eastercon
Venue will betlecidedallhe98EaSlercon. C~rrll!1tbidsare

Radicon at the Radisson Ea..arOOn, Heathrow r2..­@PamW.Is.AI16.1Boo!hamTetfaceYirl..Y037Dti
Cenlral HOIII, Glasgow: £2 p-esuppDI'ltlg
m15KtrSiandSlreel.Glas!lDwG128BW

2001: Worldcon
BostonPre:suppcrmgS8.v.....I$~IllFlonda
mPOBoII010.F~.l4AOI7ll1~.USA

*Mtp:l/wocld.std·co-/·sbarsky/blOOl.hal
Philaclelpllllflr~S10.

m Suite200t.402Huntingdon Pik•. Aoddedge. PA 19046
*2001@cr!ler.C'OllI

2003:Wotldcon
TOl'ontoPresupporll'lg£9
Glll(Igfl1DaveLar9ord.S4LlJlCblRoad,Ruding,RGl

""$a.nslblefCu.eo.uk
$hancockflnfocaap.ntt
.http://VIN.worldhouse.~/vorldcon·200l

Cancim,UtJleoPresupporl1llgf5l$7
m KIMCampbell,69Unco1nSt,LeemanRd"York,Y024VP
m orPO Bo. 905 Euless.TX26039-000S.USA
*arte'lsfcy!lerrup.net
Bircon(Blf1inlNoiul'tlerdetails

mmMfflltiMJJhM
Adverlisements and annourrcemenlS are

FREE to BSFA members. Serrd your ad 10 the
editorial address. or phone (0113) 2171403
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Big Butt "*-
mainHnes the news

~~este ~:~~:i~~~~:=~~~~~~:*!~:~
ch was SOm&wMre else allhe lime guv),

unconvincingtyalibi&dbyanhplaserjet5t.
f\'Vcaughl.bangtorighlsbypdccopyprtnl.

e).o'9~e mal:~~=.~hsee~:a~~r~~~i~l~
ef\" lheroylllmalt,andloundlluitlybyyou
..."ald, 131-IClI.l"4;racl<e<l by1heClf<iga~.,O'didgl-HtOIona'11-1
dI';dbOw",lhelq\l~'elnUlz,_",ohIron"h.tv\OIl.el&<:l,onk:._I""

pllIno-,al.""mMil<lTle,)' Dact1,arnlllleuu$IuflgQ!fa<lo<:lO'uml

-·alll"'lor>ely~l_e<l(ll"'1.~t>elong"

·APocRrPHAL~Y8E,blJt"shouIdbetrue:allntuitKrl,Rogef

Roblnson was ovemeard te8irlQ 01 a newspaper story conceming
bIIdgeleutsifl Esse~~braries, The r.eadine?

BOOl< LACK IN ONGAR
• EASrERCOH DoiHGS Anall'lleda ~ss Rog Peyton smacked his Hps
and Of{\ered tOOCOjllesol MaryOOfia Russell's Children of God to
sell at IntUlllOO boA lound lheywe<elhe audiobool<. vet'S/Ol'l. (Donl
laugl1,~'s~l'TheroewslenergavetheroveledBasilFaw1tyAward

torcharmandcourtesytot!leBrilar)fliaHotel,ma~d.leloafightlhal

broke out belween stalf in the piZZi restauranlon SaturdaY"lan
Sales had a llI(:e time, between losing an evenJog, his glasses, ilIld
tilting Tanya Blown's boots witt1 tleer, 'Wl1ydd Stanley Kubriek
lI'ithO'awallprintsol200I?TtlenWlSlertl<rknew:'1lecausenencoor
agespeopletolrytolaodonrtugetMadmonolithsorbitiogJup~~

'Steve Jeflery attempted sedJctiorl on the lovely Jilly Reed WJII1 a
couple otplClures 01 'her boys', BodieandDoyle 1'he way to Jilly's
heart IS lt1rough a pidure of Martin Shaw's lxJm: he said u!lWlsel~

• For some reason the iUQ9llng woOOilopl; were a great success,
unliJ(e the aspiMrl9iugglefs: perhaps ~ was a training programmelor
CQrlrUll/1etS • Swamped with Putp Flctionffye's, anendees vie<lwith
eactl olherto proIiJce ever more Mppingtales of defring·do abou1
ha~·raisingjolrneysthroughftoods andslormsasthe~Mttle<ltoward:s

Manthester, Was~ alIwor1h~?Ontyltle~koow.

• TO#'SHElFDEFrKevinSmithaddictswillreeaHasceneinMallrats
where the two main c:haracters'tiSitalop1esspsydlic, "focus!"sez
l)I'1e 1'mhoPnll s/1e will: sez his sexually·obsessedlfiend. Now Ford
are releaSIng a new car called the FOOJs"Bu1 thaI's a porn mag:
dedarl!S The Observer, YI;MJ I<.now: Forum, Fiesla. FOOJs
Question is. who wil appear lop1ess in FOOJs'sneXl FOllJm?Arldwhal
wim Or Greentand's nelt prescription be for?
• MORE MUCK~ never believes rumoors, Well, har<ly e~er. Uke
the one that says that Anne McCalfrey's foMowOJp to The Master
Harper 01 Pem is aboul a laleme<lllago!1 catctler, and wiI! be caned
The Master 8aiterolPem.
,AMOR.tIIIFonowirl9the guest appearallCe of an Iiin Banks rlO\'~ on
TheArd1ers,'MikeTuckef'haspoppedupwritiI1llDrlo'lhostories:
curiously, his neXl DW OO'IeI, We in the alJtoom, is called Mamx
Mleamedlriendshave beoo informed. (Trivia bulfs will I<.now that the
actor who plays TtICker, Terry Matloy, p1a~e<l one YflISOIl of Davros
They may rlOl koowthat Tudler's collaborator on DWsloril!S,Robert
Perry, played with veteran rock MndThe Erid. ConIused yet?)
Mearrwtvle the rather damp Midarods cl)l'1tingenl 01 f BSFAcommitlee
are mOlJmlng the dea1l1 ofJolm Arcller under a Fergle. n's a difterent
wortd,iml?

AJsofkl<lQ.aftllCled over EaS1erwas Steve Jertery. when an OAP
home in Kidington had to be evaClJate<!, Asked ~ he'd betll, er
ciSWllmoded.Sle'V@l;l)'fImerJle<!:"Wh.rt?Silo'd«X.'
, CA1Hf MI/IlHY But we rimstnl be cruel. St~ tool< ~at de6gh! in
the to/lowil1'il joke las cid AJeph), ClJIIed Ifom Tommy Fetguson's
TOIMIyWM:f36
There's this room, and in ~ are Jim Momson arrd Ray Manlarr:k They
both have 1I1eir troosers round their ilIlkles and GiNian Ta}'1forth is
crawtirlg arourod on aU fours WIth her mooth open. Nelt 10 Jim and Ray
aretheBealll!S.ifldudnllYoko,arldthey'Yllalt~theutrousersdown

lother ankles andG~tian Tay1forlh is aawling arOllld on alltoors WIth
her mouth open, Nelt 10 the Bealles are ltle RoIliIg Stl)l'1es, andltle
whole band has lheu troosers roond lheir ankles and Gilian Tay1!orth
iscrawlinll aroondon aU loors with her mouth open. Sudde~y, coeof
thewans flies apa.~ as a Mini Cooper COOles crashing t1vough~. The
ministops,thedooroperlSarldoulstepsMicha~Caine,whoshouts

-YOU WERE ONLY S'POSED TO 8l0W THE BLOODY DOORS
oFFrQ - N <?<N
8KlBunERs:IHameswilttletdoolegalandrneOc3l~·1

'AlephMkomes~_,~.~,~,wnalI~sal

d!teslI,iW'ldlrilolllO\ltdit>n;llildlbsl)

Pieosescl1da/lcompetilioll
mrdcrosswordentries,

togelllerwith allY related
correspondence, to

Roger Robinson
75 Rosslyn Avenue
HaroldWood,Essex

RM30RG

Orrltlllil
beccon@dial.pipex.com
--by-­

Wednesday IOJune 1998

COMPETITION EXTRA!
See page 15

Crossword 22 Solution
The book around lhe perimeter of the puzzle
was The Gods Themselves by lsaac Asimov
The litle of the puzzle was taken fromlhe
quotation from Schiller, "Against stupidity,the
Gods themselves contend tn vain: used to title
thethreepartsotthenovel(Wlththeaddillonola
question mark).

The crossword will
return next issue

T H E D
VENERY IMPLI CIT

R L E M E P T
ORGIAC MONOL ITH

A I
MNEMO NI HUM ANE

K
IRIDI AN FANT ASM

E I C T R
STOP IT ANTON YMS

I L B I A
A R STI EN A E

P E E A E L
CLAIM ANT TUN NEL

A A S I S E V

SROger C
k~ils r~~~~rs '

BSOLUTE RAYGUN
A L T S A

STOODROU IRE
M G I L I

TAVERN T MAN
N R 0 S N

S T EMS T J
LAGRANGE TR JAN
LET RIO U

FILK INCONSTANT
V TUG H T

GALAXY RAREFIED
T S Y A A

NEPTUNE LYRICAL
R ERR

COMPETITION 131: "LASTS"
As~promisedsometimeagomylastcompetitionas

St'tlerwill mllTor my firsl,and be all about endings of various
sorts,Herewego,anddon'tforgellhetheme

1. What IS the title of the 1971 film based on Matheson's novel
lAm LrgelldJ

2. What does the 'z' sland lor III Raymond Z,Gallun7
J Who wrote thellllc story III Ihe,lnthology ofjrrry

Corenehus stones Thr lAst f{lma!lI,{thr Gilldm Hori/r)
4. Which Asimov novel starts:"Andr"w Harlan stepped mtc

the kettle"?
5. Whal lS the book by an author whoscmiddlt'l1ameJs

Franklin.and whose title is an anagramof"LadyGetsGirl's
Hat"?
6, Who was th.e last ",:hlor of Sc;t"a Fa/ltasy magazine before it changed its name to ImpulS(?
7. Which Brillsh IV sf show had its lasl episode on 21 December 1981?

And that's all, folks! Over to you. Mr Olli.!

RESUlT$ OF COMPETITION 130: "CLARKE REPRISED"
The ~nswers to my penultimate competition - which w~s I1'pc~tcd from issue 129 for those 01 you
(lJ1.c1udtng myself!) who missed an Issue of Maim - ~re:

1. Charles
2. Phihp K Dick
3. NeilMcAleer
4.19b'9
5. Clarke went to HUlsh'sGrammuxhool
b T(II5tllr~ FalllQl~

7, KeirDuilea
t:, Kt'lrDullea(!)
9. GbdrPatlr

10. Ktng'sCollegc,london

The only entrant to get near ~ full house w~s David lewis, so he gets the usual book token and copies of
Oarke novels dOnated by Voyager, He only missed the answer to question 2- and then only betause of
imprecise wording in the question.l was looking for another author whose birthday was lb December but
notnccessalily m the same year (1917) as ACe

Crossword 21 Solution

Matrix Crosswords 21 &22
Solutions and Results
Adozen or so 01 you solved one or the othel-or in
most cases both-so Ihad 10 get the hat out. And
Paul Lennox (crossword21) and Lesley Milner
(22) are the lucky token winners. As rt happens they
bothcorredysolvedbothofthecrosswOlds,lwas
speaking to John English,lhecrosswordcompiler,
recently and passed on moSlol the comments you
sent in with your entries, As he isa delicate soul
rjustajoke, John.~ I spared him the dire lhreatsthat
some of you send ..
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